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Delivery 
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Fax: 081-891-6260 (24hr) 



FROM 25th OCTOBER 1990 

Maxell CF2 (3" Disc) x 10 £18.95 

Maxell CF2D (Double sided drive) x 10 £22.50 

GAMES SOFTWARE 

Junior Playtime (recommended) „ , £10.95 

Ultimate Sums (5 to mid teens) £10.95 

Ultimate Quiz (5 to Adults) £10.95 

Crossgrid (crossword without clues) £10.95 

APPLICATIONS 

Kempston mouse , ......... £44.95 

Kempston mouse & software pack (includes mouse, 

inierface. Daata fax and Jeeves) £64.95 

Kempston mouse & DTP pack (includes mouse. 

interface, MicroDesign II) , 

LocoscriptPC 

LocoLink (to purchasers of LocoScrlpt PC) „ 

LocoLink (on its own) , 

The 8000 Plus Collection - , 



....£85.95 
..£105.00 

£22.95 

£29.95 

£13.95 



NOVEMBER OFFER! 



CF2-3" DISCS 


£18.95 | 

for 10 l| 


All branded and 1 00% Certified jj^Hi 


10 off 30 off 
Maxell CF2 - Double Sided for Single Drive £18.95 £54 50 


Maxell CF2- D/S (individually cased) £21.95 £64 50 


Amsoft CF2 - Double Sided for Single Drive £20.95. . . .£61 50 


Maxell CF2-D DS/DD for 8512 & 9512 £22.50 £65.50 






Lockable Storage Box (40 Cap) £9 95 


3" Disc Drive Head Cleaning Kit £4 95 



GAMES 



ALL GAMES WORK WITH 8256/8512 
• PCW 9512 COMPATIBLE 

• Arnhem £15.50 

Brian dough's Football 

Fortunes £15.50 

"Bndge Player 2000 with Tutor £12.50 

• Bndge Player 2150 Galactica £22.95 

• Catch 23 £13.95 

• Classic Games 4 Comp £15.50 

• Clock Chess '89 £15.50 

Corruption £18.50 

• Crossgrid 

(crossword without clues) £10.95 

• Cyrus Chess II £12.95 

•Fish £15.50 

G.Gooch's Test Cricket £15.50 

• Gnome Rangers £11.95 

Guild of Thieves _£18.50 

• Heathrow/Southern Belle £12.95 

Hop. Munch. Shoot Collection £11.95 



• Ingrid's Back £11.95 

• Jinxter._ £18.50 

Lancelol £15.50 

Mindfighter £13.95 

•Scapeghost £15.50 

• School's Oul (5 games) £10.95 

• Scrabble... £13.95 

Ski Climb Cavern Collection £11.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £12.95 

Tetris £15.50 

• The Complete Home 
Entertainment Centre £13.95 

• The Sun Cross Words V2 £15.50 

• The Times Cross Words V2 £15.50 

• Time & Maglk £11.95 

• Tomahawk £15.50 

• Trivial Pursuits £14.95 



LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE 



Locofile 8256/8512..- 

LocoMe9512 

Locomailll 

Locoscript II ♦ Locospell . 

Locofont I 

Locotont II 

Locoscript II (V2.28*) .. 



74 put Printer Dnvor 8/9 series 

Locofile 4 Locomai 

3 Inch Thesaurus Deluxe (for use wilh locolile) . 

Locoscnpt PC 

LocoLink (To purchasers of Locoscnpt PC) 

LocoLink (on its own) 

NEWII LocoScrlptJI * LocoFII* (V2.28, 8 series).. 



£24.50 

£27.95 

£16.95 

£12.95 

£24.95 

£20 95 

£40.50 

£11.95 

£105.00 

£22.95 

£29.95 



... ..... £39.95 

NEWIt LocoFont Sot 1 * 2 .„ „..„ , „ ..£24.95 



BOOKS 

Mallard BASIC PCW Intro & Ref ... 
Mastering Amst PCW 8256/8512. 

PCW Machine Code 

Program Your PCW (Mallard) 

Using The Amstrad PCW 9512 

Locoscript II User Guide 

I 



Locoscript. Locomail, Locospell £7.95 



....£9.95 
....£8.95 
..£13.95 
....£8.50 
....£9.95 
..£14.95 




APPLICATIONS 

Mini-Office Professional 
Re-release Package 



£25.95 



Master Scan * Paint £69.95 

Crash Course Tutor (lansysl) £22.95 

Two Finger Conversion £22.95 

Touch n' Go £14.95 

Easy Labeller £32.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £69.95 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus £99.95 

Sage Payroll £51.95 

Sage Invoicing £51.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve £49.95 

Chit-Chat £88.95 

Cracker II (Turbo) £29.95 



X 



Supercalc II (Amsoft) 

AMX Mouse • Stop Press v2.7 .. 

Money Manager 

Master File 8000 

Protext 

DBase II 

Micro Design 2 

Kempston Mouse 

Mouse Pack 

Mouse S Software Pack 

Mouse & DTP Pack 



..£40.25 
....£79.95 
...£39.95 
...£44.95 
....£52.95 
...£51.95 
....£41.40 



..£44.95 
..£64.95 
..£85.95 



DUST COVERS 



£8.95 



8256/8512/9512. 



NEW.. 9512 Dust Cover Set, covers for monitor, keyboard, printer & 

sheetfeeder (3 pes) £11.95 

9512 Dust Cover for printer & sheetfeeder £5 95 

I 



RIBBONS 



£2.70 



Hiqhest Quality Guaranteed 



1+ 3* 10» 

PCW 9512 Carbon Multistrike £2.70 £2 60 £2 50 

PCW 9512 Black Fabric £3.50 £3.25 £2.75 

PCW 9512 Colour Fabric 

(Red. Blue, Green, Brown, Purple) £4.95 £4.50 £3.95 

PCW 8256/8512 Carbon Multistrike £3.55 £3.30 £3.05 

PCW 825678512 Black (fabric) £3.45 £3.00 £2.85 

PCW Colour Fabric £4.95 £4.50 £3.95 

(Printer Ribbons for Star, Epson, NEC. Panasonic. Amslrad. DMP/LQ, Juki M/S. Oume, 
Diablo. Brother. Canon/Taxan, Man/Tally, Shinwa. Commodore) PO.A 



Magic Maths (4-8) 

Maths Mania (8-12) I 

Better Maths (1216) 

Better Spelling(12-16) 



EDUCATIONAL 

(Age 12-16) 

Physics 

Chemistry 

Biology — 

Micro English G.C.S.E £21.50 Business French . 

Micro Maths G.C.S.E £21.50 Business Spanish 

Ultimale Quiz (5-Adult) £10.95 



Business Italian . 



Business German .... 



Ultimate Sums (5-mid teens) £14.95 J" nl °' Playtime (4-8) £14.95 

I ~ 



MISCELLANEOUS 



PCW Joystick Interface £17.50 

Quicksbot III Turbo Joystick £9.95 

Speed King Microswilch £10.95 

Printer Cable D25-CEN 36 £7.95 

Pnnter Cable CEN36-CEN36 £9.95 

Margin Maker MM3 £12.50 

9512 Daisy Wheels £5.95 

2 Way CEN36 Swilchbox £19.95 

2 Way Senal D2S Switchbox £19.50 

4 Way CEN36 Switchbox £29.95 



4 Way Serial D25 Switchbox £29.95 

Mouse Pad (Strong Thick Rubber). ..£6.95 
9512 Pnnler Extension 

Lead (1.2 m) £14.95 

8256/8512 Pnnter Extension Lead 

(2 pes) (1.2 m) £19.95 

Stampiton Self Adhesive Labels 

(1000) (3"2- x 1 7 '16") _.£7.95 

Original Amstrad PCW 

Serial/Parallel Interface £65.95 



fttoZ Computer Services 

49 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. TW1 4AZ 



* Quantity order discount please ring 

* Education, Govt. Authority Official Orders welcome Min 
£50 

' Prices are for Mail Order only and subject to change 
without notice. 

* COMPUTER PRODUCTS FOR PC's. AMSTRAD. 
CPC. ATARI. AMIGA. BBC ALSO AVAILABLE. 
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Karen Donaghay puis Creative 
Technology "s new handscanner through 
its paces, comparing its treatment of line 
drawings, photographs and illustrations. 

21 LocoScript 2 Surgery 

Read the latest hints and lips on managing 
your templates and groups. 

34 Printer Maintenance 

Does your output need cleaning up? Turn to 
our fully-illustrated guide on how to look 
after your printer. 

40 Pictures into Print 

If you long to be able to produce eye-catch- 
ing photographs to complement your arti- 
cles, zoom into two pages of indispensable 
photographic advice from David Askham. 

42 Micro Design Tutorial 

In the first of a new series of step-by-step 
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owner how to go about designing his or her 
own company logo. 
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Transfer your LocoScript files from PCW 
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Arnor's 1990 PCW Software Sale 



PROTEXT ... The Word Processor 

Protext is firmly established as the alternative to Locoscript. 

All the features you would expect from a good word processor - many text editing commands, print 
commands, spell checking and mail-merging. The refinement and thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and power ... all go towards making 
Protext ideal for the novice or the experienced user. 

* On-screen help * Typewriter mode * Insert or overwrite typing mode * Word count * Undelete feature 

* Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text * Box manipulation * Configuration * Personal dictionaries * Exec 
files * Two file editing * Keyboard macros * File conversion * Comprehensive Rnd & Replace * Foreign 
languages and accents * Program editing mode * Proportional printing, right justified * Conditional 
printing and loop constructs * Print any number of copies * Works with any printer * Calculator * Print 
labels * Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 

* Compatible with PCW 951 2 * Enhanced spelling checker - larger dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on 
program disc * Many improvements based on customer feedback * 

"Protext deserves to be the system by which all other word 
processors are judged ... a superb product' YOUR computer 

"The great strength of this package is its ease of use" CWTA 

Protext is the solution to all Locoscripfs drawbacks' pcw 

"Makes Locoscript look like a snail" mooplus 

"Simply the best word processing program to date for the 



PCW ... Locoscript is effectively dead" 

AMSTRAD TO WORK 



PUTTING YOUR 



Special Offer - Save £20 

Buy Protext together with the book 
for £49.90 and save £20 off RRP. 
(RRP £59.95 + £9.95 = £69.90) 

Protext + Book £49.90 



Protext is also available in German at £59.95 (Prowort) 



... The Book 

This is an independently produced 
book about Protext, written by Rob 
Ainsley. 

The book features a large section 
of tips for easy reference and is 
well illustrated with screen shots 
and printouts. 

It also includes a section written to 
help the Locoscript user to 
'convert' quickly to Protext. 

It is an essential purchase for any 
current or potential Protext user 
whatever their word processing 
experience. 

Ptotext„A PCW User's guide 

246 pages, illustrated paperback 

Price £9.95 + £1 post/packing 
(Post/packing is free if buying a 
piece of software) 



CP/M languages and PC Protext 



MAXAM II 

Complete CP/M machine code development system 

* Macro assembler - nested conditional assembly * file 
inclusion * textual substitution of macro parameters 

* repeat loops * Full expression evaluation * Error listing to 
screen/file/printer * 8080 mode « Linking facility « Create 
object files for use with C * 

Window based monitor, with: 

* line assembler * disassembler * memory editor * find 
string * relocate * move memory * compare memory * fill 
memory * bank switching * symbolic debugger « single 
stepping * set memory limits for stepping * stack checking 

* conditional breakpoints * trace mode * edit registers 

* Editor is program mode of Protext (as for C) * 

"Maxam II -now the best gets even better" cwtacpc 

"A really excellent piece of software which, given the speed 
with which debugging can be done, will pay its way very 
quickly" acu 

"The thing that struck me ... was the amount of thought 
and effort that has gone into this product " cw™ cp c 

"Maxam II is stunning ... the most complete and competent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and 
sophisticated " amstrad action 



RRP £49.95 



Sale price £24.00 



Complete C development system 

* Full implementation of K&R standard * 

* Optimising compiler * Floating point 
arithmetic * 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic 

* I/O and maths libraries * Conditional 
compilation * File inclusion * Macros 
•Linker accepts C and assembler (with 
Maxam II) * Stand alone generator 
produces COM files 

Protext compatible editor:- 

*fast and easy to use *on screen help 

* two file editing * keyboard macros * fully 
configurable" powerful find and replace 

* exec files * compile from inside editor 

" Very good value for money " amstrad pcw 

"Streets ahead in terms of programming 
power " amstrad action 

"In typical Amor fashion, they've taken their 
time and got it right" amstrad computer user 



"All the facilities necessary to 
complete applications programs " 



write 



popular computing weekly 



RRP £49.95 Sale price £24.00 



Upgrading to a PC? 

Protext v5.0 is now available for 
the PC at a special upgrade price 
of £110 (inc. VAT) for all PCW 
users. Send us your original 
Protext or Locoscript disc with 
your order. 

Protext has been designed as a 
PC program, not as an imitation of 
a PCW program and thus 
complements other PC software 
much better than Locoscript PC. 

Features include justification and 
centring of any mixture of different 
printing fonts, including 

proportional; extensive language 
support including Eastern 
European languages; multiple file 
editing; split screen editing; index 
and contents; footnotes and 
newspaper column printing. 

For further details please contact 
Arnor. Protext 5.0 is available for 
IBM PC and compatibles, Amiga, 
Atari ST and Acorn Archimedes. 



All programs run on PCW8256/8512, 9512, CPC6128 



fle/easmffyoi/rmfc/vs potent/a/... ^f 




Arnor Ltd (EP/, 611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough, PE1 3HA. Tel: 0733 68909 

All prices include VAT, postage and packing. Access/Visa/Cheque/Postal Order. Fax: 0733 67299 



News Plus _ 




With rumours of a changing face 
for the PCW continuing to spread, 
the release of Cirtech's HardPak 
might seem, to some, to cast fur- 
ther doubt on the future of the 
machine. After all, here is a product 
which, effectively, negates the role 
of the floppy disc altogether. The 
HardPak can hold LocoScript and 
CP/M start of day discs - plus up to 
2000 other files in permanent 
memory, cutting out the need for 
lengthy loading procedures alto- 
gether. Why should the PCW need 
to call upon its own internal drive(s) 
to function? 



The answer is simple. There is a 
whole world of new and existing 
software for the PCW, all of which 
owes its existence to the floppy 
disc. What the HardPak will bring to 
the PCW is extra power, extra 
speed and extra memory - in short, 
all of the weapons it needs to make 
the PC market sit up and take 
notice. The role of the floppy has 
never been better defined, in pro- 
viding ready and plentiful fuel for 
the HardPak. 

Just to prove that the PCW can 
pack a punch in the power stakes, 
this month sees the start of a new 



Micro Design tutorial series, where 
we show you how to design a corpo- 
rate image for your company. You 
will be pleasantly surprised at how 
easy it is to establish a professional 
identity from basic raw materials. 

We are also taking a look at the 
role of photography in the plight of 
the freelance writer. The ability to 
team up well-written articles with 
good photographic illustration could 
provide you with the advantage you 
need in this very competitive field. 

Finally, don't miss out on our 
educational software competition. 
We all, it seems, have a lot to learn. 



JOLLY G 



• It I 



SHOW? 



Low attendance figures at Business Computing 90 show anger PCW exhibitors 



Anger and disappointment have been the 
reactions from exhibitors at the Business 
Computing '90 Show held at Earl's Court 
in September. The PCW village, which con- 
tained a handful of exhibitors, was proba- 
bly better described as a hamlet. 
Attendance at the show was not at as high 
a level as organisers Montbuild had hoped 
- despite a nationwide drop of free tickets. 
Exhibitors expressed disappointment at 
the lack of business being done. 

However, the quality of representa- 
tion more than made up for the lack of 
quantity. Locomotive Software had two 
stands, and were joined in the PCW 'vil- 
lage' by Creative Technology, SCA 
Systems, Thurston Techniques, Margin 
Maker, Derek Rogers Professional 
Software and Gnome Designs. 

Locomotive's 'major new PCW 
release' did not materialise; the product is 
still in development, and will not be 



unveiled until late Autumn. Creative 
Technology, meanwhile, are rumoured to 
be working on an updated version of their 
DTP workhorse Micro Design. Micro 
Design 2 Plus will come complete with full 
24-pin and laser printer support, and 
should be available soon. 

With the lack of new releases from 
the industry stalwarts, a new product from 
Gnome Designs enjoyed unexpected atten- 
tion at the show. The Pa-Ca-Way 8000 is a 
housing unit designed especially for the 
PCW 8000 series machine, and is 
designed to fit the desktop. It includes a 
special compartment for the printer, and 
storage space beneath the monitor for 24 
floppy discs. There is also a space for 
paper, which can be modified to house a 
modem or hard disc. 

The Pa-Ca-Way costs just £39.75, 
and is available from Gnome Designs on 
(0532) 892549. 




Gnome Design's Pa-Ca-Way 8000 - 
the only new PCW release at the 
Business Computing 90 Exhibition 



ANYTHING YOU CAN DO... 



The latest effort to keep this land green 
amd pleasant comes in the form of a new 
environmentally friendly ribbon re-inking 
spray called, excitingly enough, Re-Ink. The 
CFC-free aerosol will re-ink over 30 printer 
ribbons, restoring them to a quality which 
the manufacturers say is "better than new". 

The spray is applied to the top of the 
ribbon, and gradually permeates through 
the fabric. The 'formula' was developed by 
former research scientist and lecturer 
Simon Caspell, whose company 
Lateral Developments are currently market- 
ing the product. 

It is hoped that Re-Ink will help combat 
the waste caused by discarding used 
printer ribbons. In the UK last year, 26 mil- 
lion ribbons were thrown away. Lateral 
Developments have worked out that if 
those ribbons were unravelled and placed 
end to end, there would be enough fabric 
to cover the return trip between Land's 
End and John O'Groats three times over. 
They've obviously been doing some quite 
painstaking homework. 

The second concern is to save the 
pockets of computer users. With 
replacement ribbons costing anything from 
£3 to £20 each, a £12.95 can of Re-Ink is 




Lateral Developments' Simon 
Caspell, the man behind Re-Ink. 
Each can re-inks over 30 printer 
ribbons, and costs just £1 2.95 

clearly a more economical choice. Not so 
for the high street retailers, however. The 
work done by just one can of the re-inking 
spray would be worth over £1 50 in ribbon 
sales for the dealer. 

Re-Ink will be on the market, both in 
this country and in Europe, in the near 
future. In the meantime, any enquiries 
should be directed to Lateral 
Developments on (0202) 669777. 



CHARITABLE 
CAUSE 

If you are involved with a charity which 
produces regular newsletters, you may 
be interested to learn that someone has 
devised a twin-column printing program to 
help perk up your page layout. 

Cornwall-based PCW owner Gerald 
Lewis devised the program some 
eighteen months ago, and would now like 
to offer it free of charge to charities or 
parish councils. The program is 
Flipper-compatible, and runs in BASIC 
with a printout in LocoScript. The idea is 
that you can mix 'across the page' text 
with a two-column format, to make the 
presentation of written work look more 
lively and interesting. The program 
will be of great use to anyone producing 
a newsletter or circular on a regular 
basis. Because its creator does not want 
to release it for commercial use, he 
will only be offering it to charities. On 
receipt of a blank, formatted disc, and 
an SAE, Mr Lewis will provide a copy 
the program free of charge. You must 
also indicate which machine you are 
using. Send your discs to 3, Poltair Drive, 
Penryn, TRIO 8NY. 




y Sophie 

L a n k e n a u 
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PCW ADVANTAGE 



• THE BEST PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 

• TRIED & TESTED COMMERCIAL PROGRAMS 

• FAST DESPATCH - FIRST CLASS 

• PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE 

• EASY START-UP MENU & 
INSTRUCTIONS 




KBBD 



GAMES & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 



VERBIAGE C5.95 

Based on ihe popular TV Quiz "COUNTDOWN". Make the longest 
word you can from your chosen letters "VERB - CONSONANT" - 
the computer will do the same. The longest word wins! Excellent 
graphics and gameplay. 

TRIVIA QUIZ £5.95 

A multi-chotce game with plenty of fast-action graphics and sound, 
competitive scoring and wide variety of questions. Fun for all ages. 
"Guaranteed completely trivial" - 8000 Plus 

GLIDER C5.95 

A unique computer ver&on of the popular mechanical sliding 
squares puzzles. Pictures are divided up on a grid of squares, than 
mixed up: your task is to slide them around to re-assemble the 
pictures. 

ROW-DRAUGHTS C5.95 

A well-presented and challenging version of the popular board 
game, played against the computer. Large, clearly presented board 
making the most of the PCWs high resolution graphics. 

FUN A GAMES C5.95 

Plenty of entertainment with these well-known classics- Pacman, 
Space Invaders, Bomber, Maze Game, Hungry Snake, Pressup. 
Ping-Pong, Return to Arg, Game of Life. Bugs & Golf. 

PIT YOUR WITS C5.95 

Pit your wits against the computer with these popular games:- 
Chess, Othello, Mastermind, Speltit, Rubiks Cube. Stone (Awari), 
Bkwhythm Plotter, TicTacTo and Word Search Puzzle Maker. 

JUNIOR CHALLENGE C5.95 

An entertaining selection for youngsters:- Aerial Anbcs. Battleships, 
Burglar Bill. Car Park Blues, Fly Race, Biblical Hangman, 
MasterMind, Posl Haste. Solitaire. Table Tester. Widget Factory. 

AMUSEMENTS AND DIVERSIONS £5.95 

Startrek. Lunar Lander. Merchant, Trade, Boggle. Baseball. 3D 
Noughts & Crosses, Chase, Quest, Homonyms, Horse Racing, Civil 
War, Baccarat, Craps, Hunt The Wumpus. Swarms, Blackjack, 
Square, Crazy-8, Hangman, American Football, Queen. Spies, Nim, 
Dols, Dragrace. Pilot, Strobe. 

COLOSSAL CAVE ADVENTURE £5.95 

The famous game which originated on main frame computers, with 
save and re-load, Plus BESTIARY. "A well-produced, novel 
adventure' - Bill Brock Adventurer's Guide. 

PCW CHALLENGE £5.95 

Four entertaining cull games from Nemesis:- The Trial of Arnold 
Blackwood, Arnold Goes To Somewhere Else, The Wise and Fool 
of Arnold Blackwood. Brawn Free. "A good challenge lots of hints 
and tips and a good range of responses" - 8000 Plus 

LOGO LOGIC £5.95 

Educational programs for DR-LOGO (supplied with your PCW):- 
Plan the shortest route with AIRLINER, play ANAGRAMS and 
HANGMAN, Use DRAWING with the LOGO turtle, write and pnnt 
tunes with MUSIC printer and use the DISC LABEL PRINTER 

FUN WITH GRAPHICS £5.95 

PCW-DRAW is a simple graphics drawing program - create, save, 
edit, pnnt pictures. BIO-MORPH Start with a simple figure and after 
a few generations you have a set of complex and unique creatures. 
Plus GRAPHIC ROUTINES and README for 45 character PCW 
screen width 



WORD-SPREAD-BASES 



WORD PROCESSOR £5.95 

A powerful WordStar-like editor which offers full screen editing, full 
block operations, windowing, automatic honzonlal scroll (line length 
up to 255 characters), macro functions, word-wrap, formatting, 
pagination, find/replace, undelete and more, 

SPREADSHEET £5.95 

For home accounts, mortgage repayments, business and multiple 
calculation exercises. 60 rows by 26 columns, menu-driven enter 
text, numeric value or calculation (+-*/ with reference lo any cell or 
total). Pnnt facility and documentation. 

DATABASE £5.95 

A small relational database for stonng simple data and producing 
reports from the data. Uses free format query language with macros 
and commands plus on-line help. A good Introduction to the concept 
of databases. Disc also contains a useful Inventory Database 

KEYBASE II £5.95 

Menu-driven - Record Set Up, Data Entry, Erase. Count Records. 
Set Report Fields. Run Report Search, Display Last Output, Repeat 
Last Search, Search & Extract. Set Key Index. Print Records. 
Capacity limited on Shareware version. "KeyBase is well designed, 
simple to use and it works. A good value database." 8000 Plus. 

NUMBER CRUNCHER £5.95 

Does for calculations what your Word Processor does for text. 
Retneve mathematical expressions (formulae) from disc files, 
calculate their results, modify them and store them back on to disc. 
Create files of formulae. Menu prompts and on-line help. Up lo 15 
wg figs, over 100 characters, arithmetic, trig. log and % 
expressions. 



HOMES BUSINESS 



FILE INDEX £5.95 

Keep a mailing list, address book, dub membership file or catalogue 
your records, CD's, stamps or books. Similar to a card index 
system or Filofax. comes with sort and printer routines eaBy to use 

PRINT MASTER (dot matrix) £5.95 

Now you can use your PCW and printer to good effect by designing 
and printing your own customised Letterheads, Stationery. 
Calendars and Greeting Cards. Also prints signs and banners 

THE DESKMASTER £5.95 

Comprises a desk-top appointments calendar, calculator, memo- 
writer, card-file database. Plus Label Printer. Home Accounts, 
Mortgage Calculator, Weather Forecaster. 

HOME VIDEO £5.95 

Keep track of your video collection with this purpose-built program. 
Offers four Sort Options and Forms Management System to print fn 
order of title number, video number, global alphabetic or unique 

HOME INVENTORY/HOME INSURANCE £5.95 

Record your valuables for house contents insurance. Or how much 
money you're spending, the value of your stamp collection etc. the 
value of your assets. Or use as a simple stock-taking program 

LETAFONT (dot matrix) £5.95 

Change the letters and revitalise your PCW screen with this set of 
16 new fonts. Works with most CP/M-based programs. Edit your 
own set of fonts and even print them out. 

KERMIT AND FRIENDS £5.95 

Plenty of programs for data transfer between computers (local/ 
remote). Access Viewdata, Prestel. Databases and Bulletin Boards. 
With Hermit. UKModem7, MEX and various communications 
utilities. 

STD C ODE BO OK £5.95 

Text Ales containing lists of all the UK STD codes and 
corresponding exchange names in numene and alphabetical order 
Files are squeezed to get them on one disc. 



PROGRAMMING 



THE Z80 PROGRAMMER £5.95 

A complete Z80 Assembler creates an executable .COM program 
from your Assembler file. Plus Z80 Disassembler. Debugger. 
Library. 6080 Disassembler. ZB0 to 8080, Translator, utilities. 

THE C PROGRAMMER £5.95 

Not sure which language to go for? Try the smaB C Compiler, a 
practical and useable introduction to C. The disc includes source 
code and documentation. Produces executable .COM programs. 

C TOOLBOX £5.95 

Examples of C at work. C source (for a vanety of compilers) with 
.COM programs. As a bonus the programs are quite useful too. 

PROLOG • 80 £5.95 

Fascinating introduction to Al. I/O control, database manipulation, 
global variables, arrays, blocks, unification etc. With editor. 

THE LISP PROGRAMMER £5.95 

Find out more about this fascinating Artificial Intelligence interpreter. 
Plenty of on-disc documentation. 

JRT PASCAL (2 DISC SET) £9.95 

A professional-quality Pascal Compiler which comes with extensive 
documentation and plenty of source code examples. 

GOING FORTH £5.95 

A comprehensive FORTH compfler which produces executable 
programs with extensive documentation, library files, utilities. 



UTILITIES 



INSTA-MENU £5.95 

Locoscnpt-sfyte menu presentation tor CP/M programs. Easy access 
to user areas, simple cursor-conlrolled program selection for 
running, typing, erasing and copying programs. A good "front end" 

INCONTROL £5.95 

FILE CONTROL features Copy. Delete. Rename. Print Change User 
Number. Change Attributes. Log. Sort. Go To and Word Processor- 
style text Tile editing - DISC CONTROL features Disc Map, Disc 
Parameters. Sector Editor. File Editor and Unerase. 

COMPLEAT UTILITIES C5.95 

NSWP Newsweep one key erase, copy rename and pnnt plus many 
other features. SUPERZAP Disc sector editor - edit by track/sector 
or by filename. DISCKITA disc formatter. 178K data format and 5 1/4" 
second drive, plus a dozen more useful programs 

TEXT PROCESSING UTILITIES £5.95 

Pnnt text (eg Spreadsheet) sideways on your pnnter, SORT a file 
into alphabetical order. WORD COUNTER for Locoscript or ASCII. 
WSCLEAN. CALENDAR GENERATOR. SPELLING CHECKER. 
SOCRING CARD. BANNER Pnnters. TYPEWRITER emulator. 

DISC ORGANISATION £5.95 

CATALOGUE your discs and produce a pnnied Index, archive files 
and save disc space. MENU SYSTEM. FILE DATING SYSTEM. 
SQUEEZEAINSQUEEZE will save up to 40% disc space. 



Four ways to buy: 

[71 PHONE: 0242 224340 with your 
J ACCESS or VISA number 
FAX: 0242 226755 

POST your Cheque, Postal Order, 

or Eurocheque 

COLLECT direct from our showroom 



HIGH LEVEL LANGUAGES 



NEVADA COBOL COMPILER £33.95 

COBOL is an industry standard data processing language, suitable 
for business applications. Based on ANSI-1974 Standard COBOL, 
Nevada features runtime error messages, random access and 
sequential files and Integration of assembly language using the DR 
MAC assembler 

NEVADA PASCAL COMPILER £33.95 

Offers floating point to 14 digits, trace facility, runtime error 
messages, linker and assembler, 26 built-in functions, 9 built-in 
procedures. 15 I/O functions, random, sequential and indexed file 
I/O functions, histogram activity analyser and access to system 
calls. 

NEVADA FORTRAN COMPILER £33.95 

Adheres closely lo tho ANSI X3.9-1966 standard with some 1977 
extensions. Advanced features include THEN, ELSE, COPY. 
CHAINing and TRACE. With two-pass assembler, random I/O file, 
25 general purpose subroutine/function library and runtime error 
reports. No linking. 

MIX C COMPILER with comprehensive manual 

and tutorial £33.95 

MIX C EDITOR for all your source code 

editing £19.95 

MIX C ASM UTILITY S Tutorial Source 

Code Examples £10.95 

MIX C GRAPHICS LIBRARY Ready to run 

graphics routines £10.95 



VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS 



FOR 

• PCW COMPUTERS 

• PRINTERS 

• BLANK DISCS 

• DISC CASES 

• COMMERCIAL SOFTWARE 

• COMPUTER PAPER 

• LABELS 

""free'discs" 1 

Bring this coupon to our 

Cheltenham showroom and 

get a branded 3" floppy disc 

absolutely free of charge. 

No strings attached. 

No obligation to buy. 

Strictly callers only 

[OfferCloses 30th November 

We also sell software & 

accessories for Atari, 

Amiga & all PC's 



THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL OFFERS 



LOCOSCRIPT PC SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE £124.00 

LOCO-LINK PCW-PC file transfer cable and software £29.95 

MIX C "WORKS" ALL FOUR MIX C Items as above £54.95 

FD4 SECOND DISC DRIVE FOR PCW Dnve B £99.00 

TEN MAXELL/PANASONIC 3" DISCS .£19.95 

INTERFACES Senal and Partial ports for PCW .£49.95 

512K RAMPACK as approved by Locomotive software .....£112.95 

PRINTER CABLE Centronix to 25-way D-type £10.95 

NULL-MODEM CABLE for file transfer 25-way D-type £10.95 



ADVANTAGE IEPI 56 BATH ROAD. CHELTENHAM GL53 7HJ Tel: 0242 224340 



News Plus _ 



CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 



If the Business Computing 90 Exhibition 
left PCW owners feeling a little hard done 
by, there could be some compensation in 
the form of the forthcoming Computer 
Shopper 1990 Show. 

Organised by Blenheim Database 
Exhibitions, the show will take place at 
Wembley Conference Centre from 6th - 
9th December, The event replaces the 
Amstrad Christmas Show of previous 
years, and is being hailed as the world's 
largest PCW evenf . 

100 of the 280 stands at the show 
will be occupied by Amstrad-related 
exhibitors. PCW-specific representation 
includes Creative Technology, PD experts 
Advantage, Database Software (of Mini 
Office infamy), Caspell, Composit 



Software, Digita International, Hi-Soft and 
Wight Scientific. 

In addition, there will be an Advice 
Centre on site to give information and 
guidance on software, hardware and 
peripherals. Organisers claim that the 
Computer Shopper Show will be the ulti- 
mate in shopping sprees for computer- 
related Christmas presents,' and, whafs 
more, 'Amstrad PCW users will be at the 
forefront of those reaping the benefits'. 

One more good reason to attend the 
show is that it will be raising money for 
the Starlight Foundation, the charity set up 
to grant the wishes of children with termi- 
nal diseases. 

For ticket information, contact Cape 
Cowley Associates on (061) 480 9811. 



6th to 9th December 
Wembley ' 

Conference 
Centre 




The Computer Shopper 1990; 
will this one be able to live up to 
the title of "The world's largest 
PCW event"? 



INQUIRE WITHIN GRAFLINK UPGRADE 



8000 Plus is looking for a new Editor 
from the end of this month. The person 
we're seeking will have plenty of experi- 
ence of the magazine industry, will be 
able to identify and satisfy the require- 
ments of the readers, will have an apti- 
tude for desktop publishing and a willing- 
ness to work long hours. 

As well as this, he or she will have a 
PCW, a sense of humour, and the ability 
to field potentially sticky reader calls. 

If you are the person we're looking 
for, please apply in writing (sorry, no 
phone calls), sending a covering letter, 
and a copy of your CV stating details of 
current salary to: Sharon Bradley, Editor, 
8000 Plus, Beauford Court, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath, BA1 2BW. 



Lancashire-based Philosoft have released 
an upgraded version of Graflink, the link-up 
package between MasterScan and Micro 
Design 2. The program enables Micro 
Design area files to be output directly from 
the MasterScan scanner. 

Graflink 2 allows a complete A4 page 
to be scanned with MasterScan, and 
reproduced at resolutions of up to 216 
dots per inch. Consequently, large graph- 
ics can be transferred from paper on to 
the Micro Design page without having to 
spirt the image into smaller sections and 
reassemble them later. 

The new program supports Logo and 
all DTP formats, and carries additional 
facilities to customise scanner drivers to 
variations of printers. It also allows for the 



mechanical discrepancies of PCWs with 
add-ons such as interfaces and hard disc 
drives. 

Graflink 2 is available from Philosoft 
on (0282) 870197, at a cost of £24.90. If 
you have the original version of Graflink, 
you can upgrade to Graflink 2 by returning 
the master disc to Philosoft. together with 
£4.95. Address the envelope to: 9, Short 
Street, Colne, Lancashire BB8 8EP. 

Meanwhile, a Somerset company has 
launched the first four in a series of educa- 
tionally biased library discs for Micro 
Design 2. Each disc costs £12.50, but rf 
you send an SAE to Educational Cuts, 
Crosslets, Churchinford, Taunton TA3 
7DW, they will send some examples from 
the discs so you can see before you buy. 



RICH MAN, POOR MAN 



Citizen have launched two new printers on 
to the PCW market. The first is the Citizen 
Swift 24x, a 24-pin, 136 column dot 
matrix printer, which is targetted at users 
who require wide format printing for the 
output of spreadsheets. 

The Swift 24x has Epson emulation, 
and comes with five built-in fonts. There is 
also an optional colour kit, which can be 
installed for £40. The base price for the 
new printer is a princely £489. 



A less hefty outlay can be made by invest- 
ing in Citizen's second release, the first 
ever budget 24-pin printer. 

The Citizen 124D, claim its manufac- 
turers, is the lowest priced 24-pin printer 
on the market, retailing at £279 plus VAT. 
Citizen hope that its release will offer 
home users and small businesses access 
to high quality printing without an inflated 
price to match. 

Like the Swift 24x, the Citizen 124D 



has Epson emulation, and comes with two 
resident fonts. It is also capable of han- 
dling continuous stationery and single 
sheets at the touch of a button, without 
the user having to stop and reload when a 
different kind of paper is required. 

Both new releases come with a two 
year warranty on all parts and labour - 
including the printhead. Further details can 
be obtained by telephoning the Citizen 
product hotline on (0895) 72621. 




Oops! 

Last month we told you 
that Mapej, the disc 
copying experts, had 
moved to Shropshire. We 
forgot to tell you their 
new telephone number. 
You can now contact 
Mapej on (0691) 
778659. 




Cover story 

Our thanks go to 
Compumart for the loan 
of the 200-odd 3 Inch 
discs featured on this 
month's cover. 

Compumart will be 
happy to supply you with 
Amsoft discs - although 
probably not on a loan 
basis! A box of ten discs 
will cost you only 
£19.90; contact 
Compumart on (0509) 
610444 for more details. 




Two new printers from Citizen UK Ltd. On the left, the Swift 24x, specially designed to output spreadsheets. 
On the right, the sophisticated control panel of Citizen's new budget 1 24D 24-pin printer, priced C279. 
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September 
Winners 

Our congratulations go 
to the following for 
providing the correct 
answers in our 
September competition: 
Mr S A Musgrove of 
Malborough, Wiltshire, 
Judith Mansfield of 
Todmorden, Lancashire, 
and Paul Holloway of 
Twickenham, Middlesex. 
The answers are as 
follows; 

1. November 1985 

2. September 1987 

3. 22 years 

4. Fruit and Nut 

5. Alan Michael Sugar 
TRADing. 

A copy of Flipper will be 
on its way to the winners 
very soon. 



Knitty gritty? 

If you're keen on knitting 
and embroidery, and wish 
that your PCW could lend 
a hand with your hobby, 
you could be in luck. 

HTB Computers have 
come up with a new 
program, called Designer, 
which allows you to 
create pattern designs on 
screen. Up to eight 
colours, textures and 
stitch types can be used, 
and the partem can 
either be printed in 
graphical form, or as a 
line-by-line listing. 

Designer costs 
£19.95. For more 
details, contact HTB 
on (0794) 516279. 




HIGH SOCIETY 

The PCW has been seen fraternising in 
some very high social circles of late. 
Best, the weekly women's magazine, 
recently voted the PCW 8256 as 'the 
favourite entry-level word processor' in its 
round-up of the best personal computers 
currently on the market. The 9512 was 
also featured, although somebody at Best 
has been misinformed as to its power. 
The 9512 has double the memory of the 
popular 8512, and performs at twice the 
speed,' Best get your facts right.. 

Meanwhile, subscribers to the Next 
Directory, the essential handbook for 
fashion conscious individuals, will be 
pleased to see that the PCW has made its 
mark on high street fashion. Turn to the 



THE WRITE WAY 

If you contribute freelance articles to mag- 
azines or newspapers, you may be inter- 
ested to learn that a new handbook is 
being published to help you perfect areas 
of technique. 

'Guidelines for Correspondents' is a 
40-page book, compiled by two senior 
daily paper journalists with many years' 
experience behind them. The aim of the 
book is to offer advice to freelance writers 
on matters of presentation, the legal con- 
siderations in publishing, and the basic 
formula for writing articles. There is also a 
section on newswriting, which includes 
essential advice for potential hacks. 

The handbook is inexpensive, and 
could contain just the kind of information 
you need to gain the edge in the competi- 
tive world of freelance writing. 

'Guidelines for Correspondents' costs 
just £1.90, and is available from Edict 
Editorial Services, Church Row, Ross-on- 
Wye, Herefordshire HR9 5HR, telephone 
(0989) 67707. 

COVERED LOVE 




8 November 90 



Yes, it's still in circulation; Kador's 
Seal 'n Type keyboard cover, avail- 
able for all PCWs at just £10.95 

8000 Plus has been deluged of late by 
enquiries about the continued existence of 
a plastic keyboard cover for the PCW. We 
are happy to say that Kador's Seal 'n Type, 
a polymer keyboard protector, is alive and 
well and still in circulation. 

The cover comes pre-moulded to fit 
any model in the PCW range of computers. 
It will provide tight protection against spills, 
dust, ash and grime, and can be removed 
for cleaning purposes. The price for a 
cover for the PCW is £10.95. Contact 
Kador on (0443) 740281. 



section on interiors (thafs items for the 
home' to you and I), and you will find a 
PCW 8256 making itself at home in some 
very swanky surroundings. 

However, attention to product detail 
has once more gone awry. Among the 
'additional features' listed is 'an intergral 
disc drive using 3.5" discs'. Now, we 
know that Amstrad have got something 
new up their sleeves, but this catalogue 
came out months ago. Designer informa- 
tion, perhaps? 

Finally, if your PCW is feeling the chill 
of autumn, why not invest in a friendly 
Computer Critter to keep the frostbite at 
bay. Fresh from the American market, the 
Critters are being distributed by a com- 



pany called Innovation. 

There are two varieties in the 
species; Bunny Rabbit and Dragon. Both 
fit snugly around your monitor, with the 
help of special 'hook and loop fastener 
strips'. With the creatures installed, you 
can obscure your screen vision perfectly 
with the rabbifs fabric teeth or the 
dragon's outsized tongue. 

The colours on offer are guaranteed 
to put you off your spreadsheet; fluores- 
cent green or pink are par for the Critter 
course. The price is also likely to upset 
your pocket, unless you think that £29.95 
is a reasonable charge for a heap of lurid 
polyester. Whatever happened to those 
transatlantic quarantine laws? 




EWS 



HOME FROM HOME 

The newly formed Hereford Computer Club - the amalgamation of HAG with HAG 
IBM - has managed to find a permanent home for its meetings. Due to the rise in 
club membership, HCC have found spacious accommodation at Holme Lacy College 
of Agriculture in Hereford. 

Alas, comfortable surroundings do not come cheap; with the ever-widening 
range of facilties which the club offers, an annual subscription has had to be intro- 
duced. A mere £8 per year is the charge to be made henceforth by the club. The 
club runs on a non-profit making basis, and has introduced the subscription in an 
effort to cover running costs. 

Meanwhile, other HCC-sters enjoyed a trip to the Business Computing 90 Show 
in London last month. They managed to negotiate a discount with Thurston 
Techniques on their range of products, and even had a chat with Mr LocoScript him- 
self, Howard Fisher ('although,' writes Raymond Cropper, 'he did most of the talk- 
ing'..). 

The HCC-sters enjoyed the trip, but were a bit upset about missing the main 
attraction. 'ALthough PCWs were scattered everywhere." writes Raymond, "8000 
Plus/Future Publishing were nowhere to be seen.." Sorry, boys, we were too busy 
writing the magazine. 

A LAW UNTO ITSELF 

If you're a PCW owner in the legal profession, you will be interested to know that a 
purpose-built club has been formed for your needs. Following an article in the Law 
Society Gazette about the PCW, its author, legal eagle Keith Simons, has received 
an enthusiastic response from PCW owning colleagues. 

The result is The Lawyer's PCW Club, a 'dedicated' user group, open to all 
members of the legal profession, including legal executives and legal secretaries. 
The aims of the club are to meet up with and help less experienced PCW users, and 
to try to assist in the development of specialist software for the legal profession. 

The club will also be providing a newsletter, which will be produced six times a 
year, containing news, reviews and tutorial series on matters PCW. 

If you would like to know more about The Lawyer's PCW Club, and would like an 
application form to join, contact Keith Simons on (061) 485 2789. Club News would 
like to hear of any developments in the club's progress! 

DON'T BE SHY! 

If you turn to page 51 of this month's 8000 Plus, you will see that we've given a 
whole page over to the PCW Clubs in the United Kingdom. If your club is missing 
from the list, let us know; write to Club News and tell us about your organisation, 
however small. Tell us how often you meet, how much it costs to join, where your 
meetings are held, and what's on the agenda for the near future. We want to know 
everything about you! There is a reason for this excessive prying. But, in true 8000 
Plus tradition, we cannot disclose it until the next issue! It suffices to say, you have 
nothing to lose - but a great deal to gain - by telling us about yourselves. So, send 
in that information as soon as possible to Club News, 8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. And, for all those clubs who keep us up to date regu- 
larly on their activities, keep those news bulletins coming in. 



JUST PLUG IN FOR 

POWER 

Designed and manufactured in the UK, SCA products 
are backed up with a first-class telephone support 
service and a money-back guarantee 



£l 
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SCA Rampacs 

• Compatible with all Amstrad PCWs. 
• Simply plug into the expansion port. 
• Tested Locoscript compatible by 
Locomotive Software. 

Through-connector allows 
continued use of other 
peripherals. 

• Three versions available- 
512K. 768Kand 1.5Mb. 
• Upgrades available to 
existing Rampacs. 



To upgrade your existing SCA Rampac 
simply send your Rampac to us and we will 
upgrade and return it within 48 hours 
51 2K to 768K. £30.39 + VAT = £34.95 post free 
512K to 1.5Mb, £100 + VAT= £11 5 post free 
768K to 1 .5Mb. £75 + VAT = £86.25 post free 



512K 

►Adds 5 1 2K of RAM. Instantly! 

► Only £99.00 + VAT. 

Total £1 13.85 - postage free. 

768K 

» Will upgrade your PCW 8256 

to a full 1 Mb. 
»Only £1 19 + VAT. 

Total £ 1 36.85 - postage free. 

1.5Mb 

I Three times the memory of 
basic Rampac for only twice 
the pricel 

► Allows Locoscript users to use 
the maximum 2Mb memory 
on 85 1 2/95 1 2 machines. 

I Flipper 2 recommended for 

CP/M users. 
• Only £199.00 + VAT. 

Total £228.85 - postage free. 



If you use Locoscript 
you should have a 
Rampac- but don't 
just take our word 
for it, see what the 
agazines say- 



nba° ce 



ass- ^y— 



Mis* 6 



m 



JhtlT aprovid ^^ 

'v-mS-Vofu^ 



SCA Interfaces (serial/parallel) For Amstrad PCWs 



PROFESSIONAL 

• Full 8 bit Centronics parallel 
port for printers and plotters. 

• Full duplex RS232 serial port 
for communications at all 
speeds between 75 & 19200 
Baud. 

I User manual supplied with 

details of cables. 
(Only £48.00 + VAT 

Total £55.20 - postage free 



PROFESSIONAL PLUS 

►All functions as Professional 

► Real Time Clock/Calender with 
on-screen digital clock display 

► Demonstration and 
communications software 
supplied on a 3" diskette 

►Automatic CP/M time 
and date stamping 

► Only £57.00 + VAT 
Total £65.55 - postage free 




SCA Systems Ltd., 61 Ferringham Lane, Ferring, 
Worthing, West Sussex BN12 5LW 
Telephone 0903 700288 Fax 0903 506606 
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Roll over Picasso 

Can you really reproduce the works of Picasso on your PCW? 
Karen Donaghay takes the new handscariher out for a roll 



What's the 
damage? 

The price for 
artisitic genius is 
extremely reasonable 
Ihese days. The 
handscanner costs 
just £179 and is 
available from 
Creative Technology 
on (0889) 567160. 






This is an official warning! 
Before you lay your hands on 
Creative Technology's new 
handscanner, be prepared to 
resign yourself to hours and hours of 
serious fun. Undeniably fascinating, 
this handscanner is enough to tempt the 
most confirmed of workaholics away 
from their spreadsheets. 

ProSCAN is a smooth-rolling, fast- 
scanning device. A quick roll over any 
image, whether it is a Picasso or a 
postage stamp, will reproduce a remark- 
ably good likeness on to your PCW 
screen. Ten pages into the manual, and 
you could be scanning everything in 
sight. Snapshots, cartoons, the cereal 
packet on your breakfast table - they 
are all grist to the ProSCAN mill. 

You may be forgiven, at this stage, 
for assuming that ProSCAN is just 
another expensive toy. This is not so. 
The potential uses for the handscanner. 
both serious and otherwise, are enough 
to make the mind boggle. Creating a 
company logo, having a personal photo- 
graph on your C.V., including an illus- 
tration in your next report, or a cartoon 
in your next newsletter, the list is liter- 
ally endless. 

When we first had a look at the 
handscanner in the September issue of 
8000 Plus, it emerged from the scrutiny 
of the reviewer's desk with flying 
colours. This month we show you 
exactly how to reproduce some of the 
best pictures in town: armed with a dot 
matrix printer, the ProSCAN package 
and, of course, your trusty PCW. 

When you hand over your £ 1 79 for 
ProSCAN, the hardware itself (consist- 



ing of scanner head and interface) is 
only half of the story. The other vital 
ingredient is the ProScan software pro- 
gram, supplied on disc as part of the 
package. Without it, the handscan- 
ner is about as much use as a 
chocolate teapot. 

The setup of this program is 
well thought out. and easy to 
use via the menus. It looks 
very much like Micro Design, 
a bonus for fans of this desktop 
publishing program. In fact, 
although ProSCAN is a self-contained 
unit, it can work hand in glove with 
Micro Design (a ProSCAN image can 
be loaded directly into a Micro Design 
page). Both were developed by Creative 
Technology, and the result is a seamless 
join between the two programs. 

Scans-on experience 

ProSCAN doesn't just scan in and print 
images. The extras provided with the 
program allow you to create a page, 
complete with titles , labels and a bor- 
der. For example, text can be entered 
directly on to a ProSCAN page and a 
good choice of fonts and typefaces are 
provided on the disc. Adding lines and 
boxes can also be achieved without ever 
leaving the ProSCAN program. 

But this is by no means the full 
repertoire of ProSCAN 's tricks. You 
can emulate the work of the most 
adventurous plastic surgeon, by making 
drastic changes to a scanned image of a 
face or body. You can restore the lean- 
ing tower of Pisa to its former glory at 
the touch of a few buttons. In 
ProSCAN. virtually anything is possi- 
ble, with the minimum of effort. 

The complete page is shown on the 
screen immediately after scanning. To 
look at a small section in greater detail 
there is an option called View, and at 
this size you can easily play around 
with the image by erasing or adding to 
it. This is where you can really let your 
creative talents take over. There are 
spray cans, paintbrushes and a whole 
range of shades at your disposal. 

Extra mileage in the fun stakes 
comes from zooming in on small areas 
of detail around the scanned image. The 
zoom option allows you to change 
things right down at the the pixel level. 
Pixels, by the way, are not the little peo- 
ple down at the end of the garden, but 
the little dots that make up an image. 
Changing things at this level can pro- 
duce some very convincing results. 
Dennis Healey look-alikes take note. 



This could be just the opportunity to 
trim down those shag-pile eyebrows. 

Roll on 

When the handscanner fust arrives the 
most common reaction is to try it out on 
every image you can lay your scans on. 
Later, when the novelty wears off, it 
might occur to the zealous user to won- 
der just what those little buttons on the 
sides are actually for. 

Scanning an image simply involves 
choosing the Scan option and rolling 
the scanner slowly over the image. The 
only button which you should pay 
attention to at this stage is the one 
which monitors the brightness control. 

The function of this control is self- 
explanatory. The brightness should be 
adjusted for every scan to ensure that 
the image doesn't get lost in a blaze of 
light or drowned in total darkness. The 
image appears on screen while you 
scan, so that changes are easy to make. 




How can the handscanner cope with tiny 
Images? We tried scanning In a stamp 
and even al this size, ProSCAN manages 
to printouts detailed image 



10 November 90 



Handscanner 



Bui what about the DPI and dither 
switches? Well, to start with, if you 
thought that dithering meant trying to 
choose between the cheesecake or the 
chocolate mousse then think again. 

The dither switches are all about 
how to reproduce the gTey tones, or 
shading, in an image. Greys are actually 
created by putting dots together in dif- 
ferent patterns. 

The range of dither patterns defies 
description, and the manual doesn't 
even bother to try explaining them. 
There are four settings each of which 
produces a slightly different effect. By 
far the best way to get to grips with 
them is to trythem out for yourself. 

When scanning in an image, such as 
a photograph, you will simply find that 
one of the settings just happens to suit 
that particular image the best. There are 
no hard and fast rules - it is a case of 
trial and error. 

Dotty Data 

The DPI (or dots per inch) switch, on 
the other hand, is all about dotty data. 
The scanner head is four inches in 
width, so. that is the maximum size of 
an individual scan from an image on the 
page in front of you. However, the same 
image can be portrayed in a variety of 
sizes on the ProSCAN page. This is all 
achieved via the DPI switch. 

In simple terms, the scanner works 
by shining a light on to the page. The 
reflection is then translated into a series 
of dots which make up the image. If the 



All pictures, great 



image is scanned in at 200 DPI (the 
lowest setting on the switch) then one 
inch of the original image will be the 
equivalent of 200 dots on the ProScan 
page. At higher settings. 300 or 400 
DPI. the same scan will produce a larger 
image on the page. 

Speaking of sizes, what about the 
originals? How big or small can they 
be? Is ProSCAN limited to images less 
than four inches wide? To find out how 
well the program copes with larger 
images we took a copy of a Picasso 
print, which was too wide to be cap- 
tured on one scan. 

With ProSCAN, if an image is more 
than four inches wide, you simply scan 
one 'column' and then the next, until 
the whole image is 'fed' into the 
machine. 

So, to capture the whole Picasso 
print, we scanned it in stages, and then 
fitted the separate bits together. 
Although the method is successful, it is 
not ideal, unless you are extremely 
patient. Fitting the pieces, or columns, 
together is a very fiddly task. 

Once the pieces were reassembled 
into one image, we noticed a small 
shadow along the join. Fortunately, the 
editing facility came to the rescue here. 
The shadow was deleted in no time with 
the help of the white spray can facility. 
The finished result is not likely to fool 
any art critics but. as that was never the 
intention, we think that the ProSCAN 
performance was convincing enough for 
our purposes. 



The DPI 

switch allows 

you to 

choose the 

size (or 

number of 

dots per inch) 

of each scan. 



The brightness 
control button 




Four ways of 
portraying 
grey shades 
are possible 
with the dither 
settings. 



The scanner itself is simply rolled over the image 
to reproduce it on the ProSCAN page. 



At the other end of the scale, even a 
postage stamp was not small enough to 
escape our all encompassing ProSCAN 
test. ProSCAN managed to produce a 
suprisingly good image, considering the 
size of the original. 

So much for size. The most impor- 
tant test, for us - and for the home user - 
is undoubtedly quality. We took three 
types of image - a photograph, a line 
drawing and an illustration - and 
scanned them in. 

They were printed out on a standard 
PCW dot matrix printer and the results 
can be seen over the page. ► 





From the little to the large - this Picasso print is 
twice as wide as the handscanner itself, but that's 
not enough to stop ProSCAN in its tracks, ft pro- 
duces its own version of the artist's work by scan- 
ning the picture In two strips. 
They are then joined together on the ProSCAN page 
by some clever mousework and a lot of patience. The 
Smoker by Picasso Is seen here, courtesy of the fine 
brushwork of our PCW dot-matrix printer. 




Power to 
the printers 

The ProSCAN 
package includes 
a whole range of 
printer options 
so that you can 
print out on to 
an HP DeskJet, 
a laser or a 
24-pin dot 
matrix printer. 
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The results 




Line Drawings 

Proscan lakes to line drawings like a 
duck to water. There are no grey areas 
for the scanner to worry about, just a 
clear cut distinction between the black 



lines and the white background. This 
detailed drawing of a steam train is 
perfect fodder for the ProSCAN pack- 
age. As you can see it produces a 
superbly clear result. 



Scanning in a line drawing 
couldn't be easier as there are no grey 
areas to worry about. This means that 
there is no need to "fine-tune* the 
brightness control. Similarly, there is 



toller coaster 

It doesn't matter if 
an image which you 
vant to be scanned 
i has an uneven sur- 
e. All you have to 
i is to place a sheet 
F glass over the 
ge and then scan 
over it as usual. 
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Photographs 

Photographs are the ultimate test for ProSCAN. As 
they are more sophisticated than any other type of 
image, the scanner needs to be adjusted carefully, to 
get the best possible result. 

The portrait we used has just the right degree of 
contrast for ProSCAN. There is detail and texture in 
the picture, and the important areas are neither too 
light nor too dark. 

Scanning this picture in was a case of setting the 
brightness control to the correct level, so that the 
different shades of grey in the picture were shown to 
maximum effect. Experimenting with the dither 
switch, which controls the way that ProSCAN 
handles the greys, was also a crucial part of obtaining 
a clear printed image. 

Setting the dither switch to four gave the most 
realistic effect. The third setting made the image look 
digitised and the first two did not give a wide enough 
range of grey shading. The image was scanned in 
using the Medium setting on the handscanner (300 
DPI). It was then printed out on an A4 page . 



Illustrations 

The clean lines of this illustration were well picked 
out by the scanner. The picture is a 'cut-away' illus- 
tration of the PCW keyboard, and the small circuit 
details were well portrayed. 

To scan in a section of the keyboard we used the 
400 DPI setting (labelled 'High' on the scanner 
switch). This gave a detailed picture of the keyboard. 

It would be equally possible to scan in the com- 
plete image, by setting the switch to 'medium'. The 
scanner would then be rolled lengthways along the 
image to fit it on to an A4 page. 

To clarify the illustration, it was labelled, and 
given a title, without leaving the ProSCAN program. 
The lines pointing to the circuit board and the plastic 
sensor sheet were drawn using the "Line" option. The 
text was entered using the 'Write' operation, and two 
different sizes of Times font. These were loaded in 
from the reverse side of the ProSCAN disc. Any text 
entered into the picture is written in the most recently 
loaded font. To print the heading on a black back- 
ground, we first boxed it off using the option 
Block.. UNIT, and men the 'Invert' option was chosen, 

Incidentally if you are wondering where we 
found this fine picture of the PCW keyboard, the 
answer is .. in our very own pages. It featured in the 
August issue of 8000 Plus. 



Handscanner 




nothing to be gained from using differ- 
ent dither settings as it will make no 
difference to a two-tone picture. 

The steam train was scanned in at I 
low resolution setting (200 DPI) onto 



an A4 page on its side (or 'landscape' 
if you want to impress photographers 
at parties). The upper and lower parts 
of the page were scanned in separately, 
since one scan at 200 DPI only 





covers half of a ProSCAN page. 
Incidentally, for the train buffs out 
there, this drawing is of a Stanier 
Duchess steam train. Class 4-6-2 from 
the good ol' days of 1938. 

The final word 

There seems to be very little that 
ProSCAN cannot cope with. In the process 
of testing out this program, we encoun- 
tered all kinds of pictures and ProSCAN 
churned out a good likeness for all of 
them, although some pictures, it is true, 
produce better results than others. 

Experience is certainly a factor when 
ii comes to getting the best results but 
the nice thing about ProSCAN is that the 
subtleties can be mastered gradually. You 
can start producing good pictures almost 
as soon as you pick the scanner up. The 
way ProSCAN dealt with photographs and 
line drawings was particularly impressive 
in our tests. 

The Irttte extras which come with the 
program, such as the ability to add lines 
and text ail help make it a pleasure to 
use, as does the general good design of 
the program. There is a choice of fonts 
available; the Times and Helvetica type- 
faces come in a variety of sizes and there 
are three other typefaces available. 

The compatability with Micro Design 
means that you can load a ProSCAN 
image into a page that has been laid out 
using this well-known DTP program. 
However, it is a stand-alone program and 
the results opposite were produced and 
printed out by the use of the ProSCAN 
package on its own. 

The only limiting factor is that images 
more than four inches wide are tricky to 
reproduce, although it is by no means 
impossible. This aside, ProSCAN has got 
to be the easiest way of generating 
images using your PCW. The great thing 
about a handscanner is that you have an 
inexhaustible supply of fresh and varied 
images; all you have to do is look around 
you. For anything ranging from a com- 
pany logo to an advertisement ProSCAN 
can come to the rescue. 

Judging from the amount of interest 
it managed to generate in our office, this 
product has an appeal that is hard to 
beat. With a bit of imagination ProSCAN 
could revolutionise the way you use your 
PCW. It is a must for anyone seriously into 
desktop publishing: we think the results 
speak for themselves. 



Round 
and about 

Of course, scanning 
does not always have 
to be in a straight 
line. Some original 
effects, such as curvy 
text, can be acheived 
by swerving the 
handscanner while 
you scan. This is 
a simple yet effective 
way to liven up 
text on, say, a 
newsletterpage. 




Mice Work 

Although a mouse is 
not an essential item 
for the ProSCAN 
fan, it is a useful 
addition. The 
Kempston or A MX 
rodents are both per- 
fectly acceptable. 




THERE ARE SEVERAL 
DATABASES FOR THE PCW 




But only one for LocoScript 



LocoFile is the easy-to-use, pop-up database that works within 
LocoScript 1 . 

You can use it just like a card index; there's a separate card for 
each page of information. You can design the layout of the cards 
to suit your needs and you can change the number and order of 
the items in your cards at any time. 

LocoFile is ideal for storing any type of information from 
membership records to your personal address book. You can 
then sort these cards in any order you wish - by name, by town, 
or by any item on the card. 

When you're typing a letter, simply call up LocoFile and copy 
names and addresses straight into your document - you never 
need to type an. address again! 

And LocoFile can do a great deal more when you use it with 
LocoMail - the mail merge program. LocoMail lets you create 
standard letters merged with LocoFile information to produce 
mailshots, detailed reports and labels. 

NEW! LocoFile and LocoScript 2 bundled together for only 
£44.90 - the ideal purchase for any 8000 PCW user still using 
the original software, LocoScript 1 . This gives all the benefits of 
LocoFile and, for only £9.95, LocoScript 2, the faster and better 
word processor for your PCW. 

LocoFile costs just £34.95. '(Requires LocoScript 2) 



Please send me further information on 
LocoFile and the LocoScript family 



Name. 



Address 



. Postcode. 



I have a PCW: (please tick the correct box) 

I I 8256 I I 8512 I 19512 

Please return to Katy Buchan at: 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, Surrey 

RH4 1YL. (0306)740606 




Blocks Away! 

Whether your documents need a trim, a cut or a complete 

re-style, Protext can come to the rescue in seconds with the 

use of blocks. Sophie Lankenau shows you how 
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Protext brings to text manipu- 
lation what the internal com- 
bustion engine brought to road 
travel. There is no such thing as 
a stroll through a document in Protext; 
instead, everything is done at a rate of 
knots, making certain other word pro- 
cessors we could mention look like a 
Robin Reliant with agrophobia. And 
the key to this dynamic speed? It's all 
down to blocks. 

Before we look at the use of blocks, 
simple text navigation and editing tech- 
niques need to be considered. Protext 
operates in much the same way as 
LocoScript where directions on the key- 
board are concerned; the [WORD]. 
1PARA], [LINE]. (DOC] and |EOL] 
keys can be used to the same effect as 
they would be with the PCW's native 
wordprocessor. 

Using the [SHIFT] and [ALT] keys 
simply reverses the effect of the com- 
mand, so that [SHIFT] [EOL] delivers 
you to the left hand end of a line instead 
of the right, and [ALT] |PARA] takes 



you to the top rather than the bottom of 
a paragraph. It is the use of the [ALT] 
key which gives instant evidence of 
Pretext's ability to carry out manoeu- 
vres at speed. [ALT], used in conjunc- 
tion with the cursor arrow keys, will 
send you to the top or the bottom of 
documents with fearsome speed. 

Relay race 

During text editing, the format of a 
paragraph can be disrupted. If. in mid- 
edit, the text extends beyond the right 
hand margin, a touch of the [RELAY] 
key re-formats the document. If you are 
making changes mid-paragraph, be sure 
to press the [RELAY] key on the line 
where the outgrowing occurs; if you do 
so beneath the first instance of text 
extension, the command will not take 
effect for that line. 

You can achieve the same effect as 
the |RELAY] key produces by going 
into command mode and typing format. 
This is a command which you will need 
to use if you are reading LocoScript 



documents (which you have convened 
into ASCII form). When the text is 
imported from LocoScript. it spreads 
beyond the right hand margins, and the 
paragraph settings are not clear. A quick 
format command rearranges the text 
into a readable Protext structure. 

Protext commands are executed 
with economy as well as speed. This is 
something to bear in mind when you are 
deleting words or characters from a line. 
Using a combination of the [SHIFTJ 
and | DEL] keys removes complete 
words at a time, which is not too dras- 
tic, but [ALT] |DEL| will wipe out a 
line in one go. However, there is a safe- 
guard in the form of [ALT] [U|. which 
reinstates the deleted line immediately. 

Blocks away! 

If you want to handle anything more 
than a line at a time, you can use the 
block facility. The term block can apply 
to single characters, or whole para- 
graphs of text. Once you have iso- 
lated and 'defined' a block, there are ► 



The second opinion 



We submitted Protext 
- and its properties 
under the spotlight 
this month - to the 
scrutiny of a life-long 
LocoScript devotee. 
Bath office manager 
Yvonne Lloyd. 
How were she and 
her desktop 
companion, her PCW 
9512, coping with the 
transition? 

"Many of the Protext 

editing commands 

are similar to 

LocoScript, but I was 

surprised and 

delighted with the 

speed at which the 

Protext program reacted to the commands I entered. This 

reaction is truly instantaneous and, upon returning to the 

familiar LocoScript environment, the tortuous passage to the 

end of the document page was even more frustrating than it 

had been previously. 

I found the additional editing commands in the Protext 
program very useful, particularly the ability to delete whole 
words and lines; I can forsee that the ability to restore the 




Hitherto confirmed LocoScript devotee Yvonne Lloyd puts Pretext's 
lamous text block facilities through their speedy paces 



deletions if required 
could save some grief. 
Particularly when I am 
feeling tired or trying 
to finish some work in 
a hurry, I find on re- 
reading the document 
that I have transposed 
letters: my favourite 
Protext facility is its 
ability to correct this - 
so 'untie' becomes 
'unite' by pressing 
[ALTJ/IA]. Such small 
details are what 
makes this program 
so special. 

I missed the 
automatic relay in 
the LocoScript 
program, but feel that 
pressing the [RELAY] button on occasion is a small price to 
pay for the extra facilities which Protext offers. 

When using blocks of text, speed is the great asset. 
The commands are simple in that the block to be dealt with is 
marked at the beginning and the end; it can then be repeated, 
placed elsewhere in the document or deleted. I was fascinated 
by the speed with which whole text blocks are deleted and 
was grateful for the warning on at least one occasion." 




Swap shop 

If you are always 
having to remind 
yourself of the rule "i 
before e except after 
c' when faced with a 
word containing the 
two letters, Protext 
has a command 
which can help you 
make the right deci- 
sion. By pressing 
|ALT]|A],the 
program will swap 
the character which 
the cursor is at with 
the one before. 
[SHIFT][ALT|[A] 
reverses the 
arrangement. 




One 

at a time... 

Although the block 
facility is a useful 
one, Protext can only 
handle one block at a 
time. Text blocks 
which are likely to 
be copied in future 
work are best stored 
in permanent 
memory on your 
working disc, where 
they can be imported 
into text using the 
merge facility in 
command mode. 
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If you are editing text in a block and it expands beyond the right 
margin, go into command mode and enter tormatb to rearrange it 
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Bristol Bird Hatchers' Society M* 
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Secretary: Robin Reliant e 
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Mnimstrator: George Thrush f 
President: Crow Lawleu t» 

Publicity Secretary: John Sparrow* 

The fifth BBU ACM was held at Wing Street Commit* Centre on October 
Blh 1590. Mew comittee nenbers included John Sparrow, who will be co- 
ordinating the publicity for the club. ** 

* luhe first iten on the agenda was the possibilty of buying a 

pair of turbo-charged binoculars for shared club use. !' 
«as suggested is popular ■"■ ■ 
Nocklers. retail at £359. 
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car park for a car boot sale.f 



Copy a block - In this case a list ot names and addresses which are 
likely to be repeated - by marking the block twice with [SHIFT] [COPY] 
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Saving a copied block into permanent memory for future use 
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Insert a saved block into a document using the merge command 



a number of things which you can do 
wilh it. Moving, copying, erasing and 
counting are just a few examples. 

Moving blocks is particularly useful 
in longer documents such as reports, 
when you could need to alter the struc- 
ture as you progress. Juggling with 
blocks enables you to transport phrases 
and paragraphs quickly and easily from 
one location to the next. 

To mark out a block, you need to 
place the cursor at the beginning of the 
first word of the section which you are 
intending to move. You then press 
[SHIFTH+] and a marker, in the form of 
a square "open' bracket appears on 
screen. Now take the cursor to the end 
of the "block' and just beyond the last 
character of the last word there. Repeat 
the [SHIFT][+I command, and a close 
bracket marker is installed. 

The next step is to find a location 
for the block. Move through the docu- 
ment using the |PARA] or [PAGE] key 
(depending how much ground you have 
to cover), and find the appropriate 
place for the text. With the cursor at the 
place where you want the block to be 
inserted, press [PASTE]. The section 
of text appears in an instant in the new 
position, and the space left behind 
at its original position fills up at 
the same time. 

You can paste in the same 
block for as long as the markers are in 
place around the text. If you want to 
define a new text block for pasting - 
or for any other function, all you 
have to do is press [CAN] and the 
markers are removed. 

Copy that 

The facility to copy a block can come in 
handy when certain information needs 
to be repeated in a document. This could 
be an address, or a company name - the 
size and length of the block is irrelevant. 
This time, when you mark out the block, 
use [SHIFTHCOPY] instead of 
[SHIFT1M. At the point in the text 
where you require the block to be 
repeated, simply press [COPY| and the 
text will appear immediately. 

The use of blocks is also a great 
time-saver for the purposes of text dele- 
tion. Mark out the block in the usual 
way ((SHIFT1I+I). and then press 
|CUT| to delete the text. If the block is 
very long, Protext will ask you whether 
you are sure you want to cut it perma- 
nently; blocks of anything more than 
about ten sentences cannot be reinstated 
with the |ALT]|U] command. 

Always be sure of your actions 
when it comes to block deletion; this is 
one area where the speed of Protext, 
usually its most highly praised feature, 
can be a little ruthless. 

Block text can also be saved into 
permanent memory. This is useful in the 
production of regular reports or newslet- 
ters, for example, where the same infor- 
mation needs to be repeated each time 
the document is prepared. This could be 
a list of committee members, an address 
or some kind of legal terminology. 

Saving it on to a floppy disc means 
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that it can be drafted into a document at 
any time. 

So. to save a text block in this way. 
mark it out using [SHIFT][+|. Now, go 
into command mode by pressing the 
[STOP] key. At the prompt, type in 
saveb. If you leave a space between the 
last letter of the word save and the b 
(which stands for block), Protext will 
save the whole of your document 
instead of just the block and rename the 
file as b. Not really a filename of which 
you will instantly recognise the contents 
in the future. 

When you've typed in saveb, 
Protext will reply with saveb filename:. 
All you have to do is to name the block, 
choosing something which will jog your 
memory when you need to call upon it 
in the future. You can then insert the 
block by going into command mode and 
typing in merge at the prompt. You will 
be asked for the filename of the text to 
be inserted, which, once given. 
will be brought in to the document 
you are working on at the point where 
the cursor was left. 

Out for the count 

Protext also allows you to carry out a 
word count on a specific block of text. 
With the block marked out. go into 
command mode by pressing |STOP], 
and type in countb at the prompt. The 
total number of words in the block is 
quickly reported back. This could 
wellcome in handy for the preparation 
of essays, or for magazine articles, 
where component sections such as the 
introduction, main body text and the 
conclusion are required to be of a 
certain word length. 

The contents of a block when it is 
marked out can be changed quite easily. 
All you have to do is move the cursor to 
the point at which the edit needs to be 
carried out. and trim or expand as 
required. The markers will simply move 
to accommodate any changes. 

Protext also provides you with 
extra text navigation facilities when 
changes have to be made within a 
block. Wherever you are in a block, 
pressing |ALT|[lfl][ will take you to 
the beginning of the block, and 
[ALT][l/2]]totheend. 

If you are making changes to block 
text, it is very likely that it will need to 
be rearranged as a result. If the content 
of a block extends beyond the margins 
of the page on your screen, you can for- 
mat the text so that it fits. This operation 
is also carried out in command mode, 
where you simply type in formatb. 

When you go back to your docu- 
ment, the text will be back within the 
parameters of the page. The same effect 
could also be carried out by pressing the 
[RELAY] key while the cursor is in the 
marked block. 

Once you have become accustomed 
to the effect which using blocks can 
have on the speed of your work, you 
will find that you put them to constant 
use. Next month in our Protext tutorial, 
we will be taking a look at simple 
layout techniques. • 



"One of the most important 

word processing events in 

a long time" 

Rex Last, Popular Computing Weekly, 21 June Issue 




"PCW users are going to be 
delighted with the product" 

Steve Patient, PC Plus. August Issue 

"LocoScript PC is set to take 
the PC world by storm. 
If s a super package. . . 
brimming with 
features" 

ames Clifford, Amstrad PCW 
Magazine, July Issue 



"One of the most 

powerful multi language 

word processors in 

the world... the bargain of 

the century" 

Guy Kewney, Personal Computer World, July Issue 




would like to see LocoScript PC in a 
Please send me the name of my 
nearest Authorised Dealer 



ction 



If you have used LocoScript on the 
Amstrad PCW, you'll find LocoScript PC very 
familiar but faster and more powerful! 

LocoScript PC is not only a word processor but 
also includes an easy-to-use integrated database 
for storing all types of information. The mail merge 
and report writing facilites allow you to create 
reports, mailshots, labels or invoices from 
information stored in the database. 

There is a multi-lingual spelling checker, a British 
dictionary and a word count and with LocoScript 
PC you can prepare documents in every European 
language - even Greek and Russian* 

You can choose from over 400 different printers 

with LocoScript PC from simple dot matrix to 
sophisticated laser. 

LocoScript PC gives you all the features of LocoFile, 
LocoMail and LocoSpell and yet still costs only 
£125 + VAT from any Authorised Dealer. 

LocoScript PC runs on any IBM PC compatible with at least 512k RAM, DOS v2.1 or later and one floppy disc drive. All standard display adapters are supported and 
both 5V and 3V discs are supplied in the package. 'Special characters require a graphics adapter and a suitable 24 pin printer. 



Name_ 



Address- 



Post code. 



Tel.No. 



Please return to Katy Buchan at: 




LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1YL 
Tel: (0306) 740606 



J 



AMSTRAD PCWs 



Wllh 12 months on site warranty plus FREE WB8S. DISC containing 
DATABASE. GRAPHS PACK. PSYCHOLOGICAL TEST and GAMES 
PLUS-A FULLY FEATURED EVALUATION PACK OF 'SIMPLE ACCOUNTS IP BY CORNIX 
SOFTWARE. Comix has always been good but this Is great!!! 

PCW8256 • Green screen, single drive, 256k Ram. (Can be expanded to 8512) £347.00 

PCW8512 - Green screen, twin drive. 512k Ram. 2nd drive high density. „ £43-1.00 

PCW951 2 - Black and white screen, single high density drive. Dalsywheel £465.00 



PRINTER RIBBONS 



PCW starter packs ■ all together now! 



10 x Artisoft CF2 Discs / one ot which will 
be our tree gitt pack disc (see above) 
/AMS30L locking disc box plus 2000 sheets 
listing paper (11" x9.5") 3 printer ribbons /3" 
drive cleaner top quality BBD 3 piece dust 
covers. All lor the bundled price ol £60.00 



State machine type when ordering & state 
fabric or carbon ribbons 



Amstrad PC's - some sample prices: 

PC1512 Double Drive Mono POA 

PC1640 Double Drive Mono POA 

PC1640 30Mb HD Mono POA 

PC8086 Single Drive 12" Mono POA 

PC2086 HD 12" Mono Display POA 

PC2086 HD 14" Colour POA 

Also Amstrad PC2589 & PC2386 available 

•" UNK YOUR PCW TO A PCI ••• 

Like to run your accounts on a PC but use 
your PCW as a workstation? Send for 
details of Compact Accounts PC2PCI 



OUR GUARANTEE 

Is a bit special. II any computer or printer 
bought Irom us (without on-site 
maintenance being offered) goes wrong 
under warranty we will collect repair and 
return at our cost. 

All you have to do is telephone! 



Memory Upgrade - for PCW8256..£21 .70 
256k upgrade takes your memory up to 
that of the 8512. Recommended for use 
with Locospell and Microdesign II. Very 
easy to fit - full instructions included. 

" VERY SPECIAL OFFER" purchase the 
above upgrade at the same time as the 
PACE or FD4 drive and save £4.50 



PACE - 5.25" 2nd drive with its own built in 
interlace & power supply - TDOS software 
allows dala transfer from PCW/PC/PCW! 
Very easy to fit. Also works as lully 
lunclional 2nd. CP/M or LOCOSCRIPT 
drive £115.50 



"• PCW 8nd 3- drive (FD4) — 

For 9512 or 8256. 1Mb (720k formatted) 
internal drive with complete fitting 
instructions £9250 



S.C.A THE CREAM OF THE CROP! 

THE RamPac that supercharges your 
PCWIII Just plugs onto expansion port to 
provide extra area ol RAM. Through 
connector allows continued use ol other 
peripherals. Locoscript tested. 
Now at the new reduced price £99.00 

SERIAUPARALLEL (RS232) INTERFACE 

With Real Time Clock £52.00 

Without Real Time Clock £43.00 



' PCW Hard Discs for easy living • 



Diamond 20Mb PCW Hard Disk £379.00 

Diamond 32Mb PCW Hard Disk £459.00 

Diamond 48Mb PCW Hard Disk £539.00 

Through connectors can be fitted AT THE 
TIME OF ORDERING ONLY to allow an 
RS232 interface etc to be fitted at the same 
time as the Diamond disc 

THE DIAMOND RANGE CAN BE SHARED 
BY MULTIPLE PCW'sl 

DETAILS AVAILABLE ON ALL THE DRIVES 
MENTIONED HERE. 

512K Ram Pack £99.00 

768K Ram Pack £119.00 

1.5MB Ram Pack £199.00 



MODEMS 
MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY MODEMS 

WS4000 £147.80 

WS4000PCW, complete with Integral PCW 

interface & connecting lead! £147.80 

PACE - MODEMS 

Linnet-Intelligent, V21 A/23 £130.40 

Cable to PCW Interface £13.90 

Dialup-communications software £58.90 

Sage chit chat software £62.50 

***#****************♦****+*+**** 

t BBD Dust Cover Set - simply the best * 

| PCW8256/8512 £10.40 * 

1 PCW9512 £12.13 J 

* PC1640/1512 state col or mono £7.85 * 

I Amstrad PPC £5.20 * 

J Pace disc drive cover £5.00 J 

State exact model when ordering 
******* ******* *»* *«*» »»*< *♦»»**» 

Any width printer stand-rugged £14.75 

Printer cleaning kit-PCW8000's £14.60 

Mouse Mats £4.35 

'Margin Maker' - aligns paper £9.90 

Spike Protector plug - helps protect 

computers against power surges £10.25 

"Dongle" - if you own an 'Export 1 PCW you 
will need this gadget to link to 

interface/RamPac etc. Our price £17.00 

New Sprinter: Make your PCW run faster 
than a standard PC compatible 

Sprinter £77.00 

Spnnterwith256KofRam £106.00 

Sprinter with 51 2K of Ram £135.00 

Sprinter with 768K of Ram £164.00 

Spnnterwith 1MB of Ram £193.00 

Send for details 



DISCS AT SPECIAL PRICES! 




CF2 3-Amsott PCW/CPCx 5... 


...£11.00 




Amsoft x10... 


...£18.50 




Amsoft x20... 


...£36.40 




Amsoft x30... 


...£52.50 




Amsoft x40... 


...£71.20 




CF2 3" Maxell PCW/CPCx 5.... 


...£10.40 




Maxell x10.... 


...£16.80 




Maxell x20... 


...£33.00 




Maxell x30.... 


...£48.60 




Maxell x40.... 


...£64.00 




Maxell individually cased discs are 


available 




as the Amsoft prices above. 






5.25" Bulk-Unbranded x25.... 


...£10.45 




5.25" Bulk-Unbranded x50.... 


...£17.40 




5.25' 3M Brand x10.... 


£9.80 




3.5" Bulk-Unbranded x10.... 


£8.50 




3.5" Bulk-Unbranded x25.... 


...£19.00 




3.5" 3M Brand x10.... 


£12.80 





RIBBON RE-INK ! 



New version contains no propillanl. A black re- 
inking spray suitable lor most types ol fabric 

ribbon now "environment friendly" £11.00 

Ribbon refresh old favourite £7.80 



Excellent value compatible ribbons:- 
PCW 8256/8512 - dot matrix printer: 
FABRIC (14m length) x 2 £6.50 

x10 £29.25 

Carbon Multistrike x 2 £6.50 

x10 £29.25 

PCW 9512 - daisywheel printer: 
Carbon Multistrike x 2 £6.00 

X10 £27.00 

New Fabric type x 2 £6.00 

x10 £27.00 

AMSTRAD BRANDED PRINTER RIBBONS 
PCW8256 Fabric or Carbon Ms x2 ...£13.00 

PCW9512 Carbon Multistrike x2 £13.00 

COLOUR RIBBONS 
PCW 8000 Fabric: Red / Blue / Brown 
Any Two £11.80 

A selection of other printer ribbons: 

Citizen Swift24 x2 £9.00 

Swift 24 Colour x2 £29.00 

120D x2 £7.00 

HQP45 x2 £20.80 

HQP40 x2 £15.60 

HQP40 Colour x2 £39.00 

Amstrad DMP 2000/3000 x 2 £7.90 

LQ3500 x2 £13.50 

LQ5000 x2 £17.50 

Star LC10 x2 £6.30 

LC24-10 x2 £7.10 

Epson LQ400 x2_ £11.50 

LQ500 x2 £11.80 

We supply exactly what you order - please 
make sure that what you are ordering Is going 
to be right for you! We do not sell on approval 



COMPUTER PAPER 
1 1" x 9.5" Continuous :- 

SP/05 1 ply plain - 500 sheets £9.80 

SP/101 ply plain -1000 sheets £11,30 

SP/20 1 pry plain - 2000 sheets £15.60 

DP/05 2 ply plain - 500 sheets £15.60 

DP/10 2 ply plain -1000 sheets £24.30 

11"x14.5"Continuous> 

1 ply plain- 500 sheets £9.00 

1 ply plain -1000 sheets £10.75 

1 ply plain -2000 sheets £22.50 

A4 - (True A4) 80 gsm - Continuous:- 

500 x Plain white/micro perf £13.90 

1000 x Plain white/micro perf £19.95 

2000 x Plain white/micro perf £33.50 

A4 - (True A4) - Single Sheets:- 

Plain white - 500 sheets £8.25 

Plain white -1000 sheets £13.75 

Labels - with sprocket holes:- 

One wide 3 1/2M 7/16* - 500 £9.25 

Onewide31/2M 7/16" -1000 £13.75 

One wide 3 1/2M 7/16" - 2000 £22.50 

Onewide31/2M 7/16" -4000 £42.50 



DISC STORAGE 

AMS30L (AMS. Br'd) holds 30-locks £8.65 

DS40L 373.5" Lockable £8.50 

DS50L 5.25" (holds 50) Lockable £8.50 



To place an order by telephone we will need to know the following: 



NOT ONLY BUT ALSO! 

Contact us lor dictating machines, 
telephones, typewriters, shredders, 
photocopiers, computer lurniture. video 
recorders, lax machines, satellite dishes, 
oflice equipment and office supplies of all 
types! 



AMSTRAD PCW SOFTWARE 



THE COMPOSERS PEN II - this is the new 
version. Perhaps Beethoven could have 
actually finished his 10th if he had had this 
one! ONLY £62.00 



New out from FUTURE PUBLISHING - 
The "8000 PLUS COLLECTION" 

'The Most Comprehensive Compilation ol 
Amstrad PCW Hints. Tips. Shortcuts and 
Uselul Programs Ever Published.' Total ol 
book + disc = £14.60 all inc. 



Flipper 2 Plus- not for PCW8256 £26 00 



WORDPROCESSING 
(see also Books below) 



PROTEXT- THE FULL SYSTEM £32.90 

includes a very fast wordprocessor, a 
spell-checker and a superb mail-merge 
utility that is almost a programming 
language in itself. The latest version. 

PRO-EAZE - needs Pretext £15.00 

a set of utilities produced especially for 
Protext users containing a variety of 
automatically generated invoice layouts, 
delivery notes etc. All can be customised 
and carry out calculations automatically 
Ideal for the small to medium sized 
business. 



It is always important to stale the type ol 
PCW you own when you order! 



LocoScnpt II £20.80 

locoCornbo-LocoScnpt II & Spell ..£27.00 

LocoMail & File-for which PCW? £33.70 

LocoFile - state which PCW used £22.65 

New Thesaurus-use with LocoFile ..£12.80 

LocoMail II £21.00 

LocoSpell II £18 20 

LocoFont 1(10 fonts) for loco2 £14.70 

LocoFontll(6fonts)forloco2 £11.25 

Keyboards Disc (inc. LocoKey) POA 

Printer Dnvers Disc POA 

24 Pin Printer Drivers Disc POA 

"NEW OUT—NEW OUT""NEW OUT" 

LocoScript II + LocoFile POA 

Digita 'E' E Type-typewriter emul....£24.15 

M.A.S.S. Easylabeller £21 00 

More than a simple labeller - ideal for 
anything from greetings labels to 
consecutively numbered raffle tickets. 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supercalcll £34.50 

Oacker II Turbo £32 00 

Comix Card Index £25.90 

Masterfile 8000-best general db £28.00 

dBase ll-the 'do all' database £42.00 

Prodata £47.45 

Digita Datastore II £23.40 

Camsoft Cambase £45.00 

see LOCOFILE in wordprocessing 

LocoScript II User Guide .._ _ £20.95 

As Above but Spiral Bound £20.95 

LocoMail User Guide £20.95 

LocoSpell User Guide £15.95 

LocoFile User Guide £20.95 

Mallard Basic Manual lor PCW £10.95 

Protext. A PCW Users Guide £10.95 

Large range of business titles available. 
Send for list 



Books - Zero rated so do not add VAT 



1. Today's date. 

2. Your name and address. 

3. Your telephone number in case of problems. 

4. The name of the magazine where you saw this advert 



5. The type and number of the credit card you wish us to debit. 

6. The expiry date of the card. 

of problems. "■<" as } l 7 : , , 

ire you saw this advert. '• Tne 'tem(s) you wish to purchase making sure we know 

exactly which type of machine it is to work with. 



Our thanks to all our splendid customers for their support so far. 
Please make Cheques/P.O's payable to "W.B.B.S." 



BUSINESS SERVICES V 

Carriage is free on orders over £10.00 net - if less please see below 



i 



ACCOUNTS PACKAGES 
FOR THE PCW 



If you are unsure which package you need 
(or your business please 'phone and we will 
describe the various packages in clear 
jargonless terms - but leave you to decide 



— CONNECT SYSTEMS - MONEY—, 
MANAGER PCW 

MONEY MANAGER PCW- 

GREATVALUEI £28.25 

This is the very latest version trom the 
Connect stables - a top seller! 



D.R.S. - Total Accounting £68.00 

Contact us for further details'!! 
Meridian Stockmarket £25.00 



CORNIX SOFTWARE RANGE 



Not only is Comix software amongst the best 
British software available we are offering a 
special money off deal - buy ANY Comix 
product from us before the end of Oct '90 
and we will deduct E10.00 (£8.70 * VAT) 
Irom our already low low prices! So just what 
are you waiting lor - treat yourself to some 
quality software!! 



Simple Accounts ll-PCW £46.00 

Invoicing £36.90 

Job Estimating v2 £48.50 

Product Costing v2 £48.50 



You get a special £10.00 oft voucher EVERY 
TIME YOU MAKE A PURCHASE from 
WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES 
which can be used against any CORNIX 
product purchased from us before Nov 
THAT INCLUDES CORNIX CARD INDEX! 
■ • ■ offer open while stocks last ■ " * 



MICRO SIMPLEX 

VAT made simple - A/C's System ...£99.00 
an excellent retailers accounts pack. 
Micro Pub Stock - (stock-taking) £99.00 



COMPACT ACCOUNTS 

We use Compact tor our own accounts 
system. The best there is on the PCW! 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS £148.00 

Sales/Purchase/Nominal Ledgers plus 
Invoicing/Report Writer & Intertacer 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS PLUS £178.00 

As above plus Stock Control & Sales Order 

Processing. 

COMPACT COMPLETE ACCOUNTS.E258.00 

This new bundle provides everything you 

need to run a business including Payroll. 

FULL DETAILS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 

FULL RANGE OF STATIONERY AVAILABLE 



SAGE ACCOUNTS 

Popular Accounts X54 00 

Popular Accounts Plus £85 00 

Popular Invoicing £40 00 

Popular Payroll £40.00 

CAVALIER SOFTWARE 

Simple Invoicing £30.39 

Instock £65.00 

Intact £65.00 

Inbusiness (integrated) £130.00 

Hotel & Hotel Plus £130.00 

Diner: Restaurant/Take Away A/C's £52.13 

Homeview: Estate Agents - Prog. £169.95 
Newsboy: Newspaper Del. - Prog. £55.13 
Re-Chord: Music Library - Prog £26.04 

CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS 

PSIL - Integrated. Stock/lnv./Sale/ 

Purch/Nom £149.00 

PSPN - Int. Sales/Purch./Nom £89 00 

PPAY- Payroll £45.00 

MAP ACCOUNTS 

Integrated Accounts £89.80 

DIGITA 

Business Controller £44.00 

Personal Tax Planner £20.00 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING — DESIGN — GRAPHICS 



MICRO DESIGN II - A revolution in desktop publishing on the Amstrad PCW! £35.65 



RUNS ON: the PCW8256/85 12/95 12 (the PCW9512 needs a dot matrix to print). 
"The manual is comprehensive, immensely friendly, and will lead you where you want to go." 
(New Computer Express) - and it's 1 50 pages long. 

IMPORT FILES FROM: Locoscript 2. Protext. Wordstar, Masterscan, Stop Press and other 
PCW software, "beats the opposition hands down." (Amstrad PCW Magazine). 
PRINTING: Specialised software supports almost all 9 8 24 pin printers ■ there is even 
support for a Laser printer, "the results are superb." (The Guardian). 

FONTS: 'a healthy selection." (New Computer Express) There are 25 tree fonts supplied with 
the program and il you want more you can design your own! 

" " TEXT EDITING : TYPESETTING : FONT DESIGN : GRAPHICS : DIAGRAMS : LOGOS " " 
The Rolls Royce of PCW desktop publishing" (Amstrad PCW Magazine). 

What more can we say!? - Apart trom Comprehensive details are available. 

Available soon: Creative Technology Hand Held Scanner! 



Mksodesign II ♦ Kempston Mouse & Interlace (Includes Jeeves « Daatafax) £84.00 

Microdesign II + Logitech/AMX Mouse & Interlace (INTfce has through port) £75.00 

Stop Press ♦ Mouse & Interlace £60.70 Master Paint £15.45 



Stop Press Software Only.- £28.50 

Desktop Publisher & Mouse £51.99 

Desktop Publisher Software £17.35 

Logitech/AMX Mouse ♦ Interlace £42.50 



Master Scan . 



...£48.50 



Master Pack (Scan s Paint) £54.60 

PCW Draw (Drafting Program) £33.00 

Kempston Mouse » Interface £54.00 



EDUCATIONAL 



IANSYST 

Crash Course in Typing £15.60 

takes beginners to whizz whizz speeds 

Two Fingers To Touch Typing £15.60 

ringers this will convert you quickly 

KOSMOS LANGUAGE TUTORS 
French, German, Spanish & Italian - each 

course just £13.75 

APEX LANGUAGE TUTORS 

Business French £29.00 

Business German £29.00 

Buisness Spanish £29.00 

(these tutors are aimed at getting you ready 
for 1992 - so no excuses now!) 



INTEGRATED PCW 
SOFTWARE PACKS 



MINI OFFICE PRO-Suitsall PCWs £25.87 



DIGITA SYSTEM 3 
(NEW OUT!) £29.80 



Consists ol 3 modules: 

STOCK CONTROL 

INVOICING/SALES LEDGER 

CASHFLOW CONTROLLER 

Not a lull accounts pack but rather a suite of 

'fools', any of which may be implemented 

easily into a manual system providing: 

• INSTANT MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS 

• PROFESSIONAL INVOICES. STATEMENTS 

• EFFECTIVE STOCK CONTROL 

• VAT. REPORTS 



TRAINING 



The old 80/20 rule states that: 

"80% ol computer users use only 20% ol their 

computers capability!" Now is your chance to 

break the mould!!! 



REELTIME 

Top quality training course on disc with 
instructor on audio tape 



RT-LocoScript II - PCW9512 £29.90 

RT-LocoScript - PCW8256/8512 £29.90 

RT-LocoScript II - PCW8256/8512 £29.90 

RT-CP/M-use your computer! £29.90 

RT-SuperCalc II £2990 

RT-dBasell £2990 

DESIGNED ESPECIALLY FOR NEW USERS 



HiSoft Software 



HiSoft Pascal80 £33.85 

Extremely fast with GSX graphics. 

HiSoft C £33.85 

Very popular integer C compiler 

HiSoft Devpac80 £33.85 

Version 2. Very compact 

FTL Modula-2 £36.80 

Complete Modula-2 development-fast 

FTL Editor Toolkit £29.00 

Complete Modula-2 source to editor 

FTLAPK £29.00 

Contains an enhanced linker, overlay 
manager and reduntant code remover. 

Nevada COBOL £33.85 

Close to ANSI-74 COBOL 

HiSoft FORTH £17.35 

Easy to use FORTH - very fast. 

Knife Plus £17.35 

The complete disc recovery system with 

sector copier and build-file option. 

Essential utility for PCW. 



ARNOR CP/M LANGUAGES 



MAXAMII £39.00 

Complete POM machine code 
development system. 

■C" £27.21 

Complete C development system. 

BCPL £19.90 

Flexible, fast, general purpose 
programming language. 



WE SUPPLY EXACTLY WHAT YOU ORDER 
- PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT WHAT YOU 
ARE ORDERING IS GOING TO BE RIGHT 
FOR YOU! WE DO NOT SELL ON 
APPROVALIII 



INTRASET 



Course Master £17.35 

Perm Master £15.61 

£ProBl for your Micro £9.80 

Pools Master £17.35 

The Graphologist £43.43 

Cuhmutcr Special Offer 

Pools Master and Perm Master £32.13 

Pools, Perm and Course Master.... £43.43 
Full details available 

Amstrad PCW9512 automatic sheet 
feeder complete with necessary software 
to allow the 9512 to take full control of 
it price on application 



PLEASE NOTE THIS ADVERT 

CONSTITUTES JUST A TINY PART OF OUR 

FIANGE OF PRODUCTS (see 'Not Only But 

Also - ) ABOVE. 

WE NOW HAVE A FULL COLOUR 

CATALOGUE LISTING THOUSANDS OF 

LINES OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT & OFFICE 

SUPPLIES (USEFUL IN THE HOME TOO). 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A COPY OF THIS 576 

PAGE CATALOGUE PLEASE FORWARD A 

HANDLING CHARGE OF £5.00 (PLUS VAT) 

REFUNDABLE AGAINST YOUR FIRST 

ORDER OVER £50.00 NET OF VAT. 

(COMPUTER LISTS NOT INCLUDED). 



It is always important to state the type ol 
PCW you own when you order! 



REACH THE TOP WITH LCI-serious stuff 

LCL: Micro Maths 8-Adult £19.90 

LCb Micro English 8-Adult £19.90 

SCHOOL SOFTWARE 

Better Spelling - age 9-Adult £12.90 

Magic Maths - age 4-8 £12.90 

Maths Mama -age 8-12 £12.90 

Better Maths -age 12-16 £12.90 

Physics - Chemistry or Biology 

age 12-16 (each only) £16.00 



EDUCATIONAL & FUN TOO! 



BOURNE EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

Animal, Mineral, Vegetable £11.99 

World Wise £11.99 

TOPOLOGIKA 

Giantkiller (maths adv. 9-16 ys) £12.85 

Yes Chancellorl (UK Economy sim). £12 85 



LEISURE 



—GET RICH QUICK - PERHAPS?" - 

Pro-Punter (Racing Bet Aid) £39.00 

Pro-Pools (Forecasting Aid) £34.60 



Although these programs are designed as 

serious forecasting aids we are not able to 

guarantee results!!! 



••• ADVENTURE GAMES*" 

Corruption * £16.00 

Scapeghostll! £12.50 

Lancelot - 3 Adventures in one £13.20 

Jinxter £16.00 

• The Professional Adventure Writer* 

• Write your own adventures • £18.00 

Time and Magik - 3 games £9.90 

Mindfighter £15.00 

TOPOLOGIKA ADVENTURES 

Acheton £12.80 

Avon/Murdac £15.20 

Countdown to Doom £1280 

Kingdom of Hamil £12.80 

Philosophers Quest £12.80 

Return to Doom £12 80 

— SIMULATIONS — 
Heathrow Traffic Control + SB. ..$... £11. 20 

Tomahawk - Helicopter Combatll £12.80 

Graham Gooches Test Cncket % ..£12.80 

Headcoach - Amencan Football £12.00 

World of Soccer £12.00 

Tank Attack £14.80 

••• ACTION '" 

Brian doughs Football Fortunes £9.90 

Classic Collection I $ £12.20 

Classic Collection II $ £12.20 

PCW Challenge £10.40 

•" TABLE GAMES ••• 

Bridge Player Galactica PO.A 

Home Entertainment Centre £12.10 

Colossus IV Bndge £1 1 -80 

Clock Chess 89- very powerful £13.00 

Colossus IV Chess £13.50 

Trivial Pursuit £13.00 

Steve Davis Snooker £10.80 

Classic Games 4 - 4 Board Games ...£12.80 
Games showing $ not for use on PCW9512 



CALLERS WELCOME BUT STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT PLEASE. 

If you sec anything we sell being sold cheaper elsewhere phone us before you buy - Office open 9am to 5pm. MONDAY TO FRIDAY. 

Postage Is FREE on orders over £10.00 net. If less than this please 

add £2.00 to cover postage. YOUMUST ADD VAT No export orders. 

Prices and descriptions subject to availability (trading conditions available upon request). All trademarks ack. 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES DEPT 8/11 

CAPEL TOBI. FFADRFACH. LLANDEIXO, DYFED. SA19 6PR 

TEL: (0558) 823782 - SALES fir. 24 HOUR CREDIT CARD ORDERING 

OR PLACE YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER BY FAX (05581 823923 9am- 10pm Mon-Fri. 

GOVT. DEPTs / LOCAL & EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITY ORDERS WELCOMED. 



STOCKMARKET 2 

THE MORE COMPREHENSIVE INVESTMENT PROGRAM! 

STOCK-MARKET 2 will help you plan your investments, keep a close and careful watch on their progress and manage the paperwork. It is a 
development of the original Stockmarket program which has sold many thousands of copies worldwide. We have added over fifty new features. We 
have listened to our users and have incorporated a number of their suggestions to make the program even more comprehensive and easier to use. 

STOCKMARKET 2 enables you to record full details of all your share transactions (and unit trusts, gilts and other securities). You can enter 
dividends as you receive them as well as cash transactions in saving accounts. Enter items in any order, the program will sort them out. It is easy to 
input the latest share prices, instantly revalue ^our portfolio, produce a summary statement and chart your shares' progress. You can also record 
values of indices, exchange rates, etc for plotting. It will list over fifty different summary and detailed reports of your portfolio You can sec the 
percentage gain. List a year's dividends for the tax man. List all transactions or just purchases or sales for every share or just one share. 

The program can be used for your real investments and for learning and practising investment techniques. It is easy to use and comes complete with a 
comprehensive manual and demonstration files which include real price information going back several years for a number of shares fine FT 30 index 
FT-SE 100, British Telecom, Marks & Spencer) so that you can plot graphs straight away. More share prices are available separately on disc 



- PRICE ANALYSIS 



PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT - 

• Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like - Up to fifty shares per file. As many files as you like. 260 prices / share 

• Record full details of your portfolios of stocks, shares, unit trusts etc. • Enter prices daily/weekly/randomly. If weekly will store 5 years' Dries 

» ftan JiA<*Mi «..faMu.«-»l«« civ. .i ..,..' 



' Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress 
" Buy and sell shares with automatic calculation of dealing costs 

• Ten sets of dealing costs which you can alter as necessary 

• Record dividend yields and P/E ratios. Record tax credits, dividends 

• Update prices and automatically recalculate share and folio values 
' Store prices automatically for plotting charts 

• Sort alphabetically, by date or manually into any order 

• Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell 

• List your folio summary, transactions, dividends and cash accounts 

• Easy to use, menu driven program 



.. prices 
" Copy prices automatically from a folio or enter separately 

• Chart anything (share prices, unit trusts, indices, exchange rates, etc.) 

• Sort into any order for easy data entry. List all the prices for each share 

• Plot prices and moving averages of any period on a log or linear scale 

• Automatic scaling of graphs so they always fill whole screen 

• Easy to read scales/grid tor prices and dates (not just week numbers) 

• Comes with real weekly prices for several shares for the last few years 

• Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling opportunities 

• Sets of share prices may be purchased separately on disc 

• On screen help line and pop-up context sensitive help messages 



Comprehensive sixty page manual. Complete with demonstration account and prices. 



Amstrad PCW 8256, 8512, 9512 

T*/T |^ p T t-v t a xj Also for IBM PC (inc. every Amstrad PC) 



£49-95 



Q®S&$7SM?(B 



Prices are all inclusive worldwide. Send cheque or phone any day 
(including weekends) from 8am to 9pm and quote credit card number 
for immediate delivery by first class post. 

38 Balcaskie Road, London, SE9 1HQ. Tel: 081-850 7057 



£49-95 
mmarn 





VISA 




pew 
TOOLKIT 




PCW-TooIKit has long been the leading disc recovery tool 
available for the PCW. Specially designed, it makes full use 
of the PCW's screen and keyboard to allow anyone to 
recover damaged discs and lost data easily. 

Now, Version 2 is available! Both the program and the 
manual have been improved lo make recovering all of the 
most common types of damage even easier. 

Would you wait for a fire before buying an extinguisher? Of 
course not! Buy ToolK.it now, and discover what it can do 
before you next get that "Missing Address Mark"! 

PCW-TooIKit still costs just £24.95 
How much is YOUR data worth? 



Other Disc Utilities : 

MFU - UseolherCP/M formats, PC and BBC discs on (.he PCW! £49.95 

2in1 - Transfer Tiles and discs easily between your PCW and PCs! £49.95 

External Disc Drives - NEW LOW PRICE! ONL Y £99.95 

.1.5" Drive 'B' for PCW8256 and PCW95 12. Complete with simple-io-fil cables 
and full instructions. Works with all software. 



Please write or phone for further details and our full catalogue of PCW Software and Disk Drives. 
All prices slum n include V.A.T. ami deliver.- within the U.K. rorcign enquiricsarc welcome B&Ob 



HODNSTONI 

COMPUT I NG 

Strathclyde Business Centre 

Clyde Street 

CLYDEBANK G81 1PF 

Tel. 041-941-3120 



Scriptwriting 

In the second of our regular surgeries, Liz Bruce answers your 
questions on the dos and don'ts of successful LocoScript file management 



Q Please help! I've read the book, 
I've read the articles, I've asked com- 
puter literate friends and I still don 't 
understand what a Template.STD 
actually is or does! 

A First of all. please dort'l worry, this 
is not at all uncommon and it is not you 
being stupid; there seems to be some- 
thing about the whole template business 
which splits people into two camps. The 
first lot takes one look at templates, 
exclaims. "What a wonderful idea!" and 
grasps the whole thing in one fell 
swoop; the other 50% seems to find 
something troubling or deeply obscure 
in the concept and becomes more and 
more worried by it. 

By now you're probably sick to 
death of people trying to explain tem- 
plates to you in terms of the machine, so 
let's take a different approach. Forget all 
about computers for the moment and 
let's look, instead, at how we would 
type a letter on headed notepaper using 
a simple typewriter; remember how 
we've done it so we can reproduce the 
way we lay out the letter time after 
time. We could just stick the paper in 
the typewriter and move it about until it 
looks about right but that would make it 
difficult to replicate the result. So we 
could be a bit more scientific about it, 
measure out where we want to start and 
stop and make a note of it. 

You end up with what is. in fact, a 
template in that the instructions on that 
sheet of paper show you exactly how to 
position the paper, where to start typing, 
and where the margins and tabs should 
be. You can keep this piece of paper 
with these instructions on it and use it 
over and over again for each letter you 
want to type with the same format. It's 
honestly that simple. 

When you make a Template.STD 
(or standard template) what you are 
doing is creating an electronic version 
of that bit of paper. You are effectively 
storing in the template all the informa- 
tion you have on your by now probably 
quite scrappy piece of paper, plus other 
details like the size of the characters, the 
line spacing and any other details you 
want. Then you save the template and 
every time you want to write a letter or 
document conforming to the same for- 
mat, all you have to do is create (press- 
ing fC]l the document in the group 
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The old-fashioned 'paper' template; these are exactly the same details that a LocoScript 
TEMPLATE.STD stores except in a readily reusable form 



where the template is stored and all that 
information will automatically be set up 
for you. That's all there is to it. 

I have found that if I show people a 
piece of paper which is. in itself, a tem- 
plate, that usually breaks the mystery 
for them. I hope it does for you. For 
more information on how templates 
work with groups, see the next question. 

Q I've been using my 9512 for a 
while and have only just started to use 
anything but the first group on my 
discs. Now when I create a document 
on other groups, I get all sorts of weird 
things appearing on the screen which 
I have to delete before I can start typ- 
ing. Why is that? 

A This is another common problem 
and the answer lies in understanding 
how the PCW finds a template to dis- 
play when you create a document. It 
looks for the specific pattern actually 
named Template.STD. First it looks in 
the group where you have just created 
your document. If it doesn't find one. it 
looks in the first group of the same disc, 
then the same group but on drive M, 
then the first group on drive M - and 
that's what's causing your problem. You 
obviously have not set up a 
Template.STD of your own on your 
working disc, so the machine looks on 
drive M. 

While you were using the first 
group on your discs, what appeared on 
the screen was a template for an A4 
sheet, which is the template in group 
of the M drive, which was fine. 






Loco Tips 



However, your start of day disc has 
other templates on it which are copied 
to drive M automatically when you start 
the machine, including those for memos 
and invoices. If you look at drive M, 
you will see those templates in the 
groups with those names. 

When you created a document in a 
group on your working disc which was 
the equivalent of the invoice group on 
drive M, you got a template set up for 
invoicing. The real answer while you're 
learning, is to set up your own template 
for each group and name the group 
accordingly. The template has to be 
called Template.STD as that's what the 
machine hunts for; you can't call your 
template template.inv or invoice .tern 
as the machine will not recognise that. 
So. just by looking at a group with a 
Template.STD in it. there is no way 
of telling what that template was set up 
to do. It could be set up for labels, 
A5 stationery or continuous envelopes. 

What tells you what the template 
does is the name of the group. So. 
if you want to set up a template for 
headed letters, for instance, you would 
name the group you've put the 
template in headlet or something 
similar. It is the combination 
of groups and templates which gives 
LocoScript it's immense power. 
Remember, if you ever find yourself 
doing something twice, you're doing 
something wrong: so if you have to 
make changes every time you create a 
document before you can start typing, 
you need to either set up or change 
your template. ► 





Speaking 
volumes 

Locomotive's 
LocoScript 2 manual 
is one of the best 
manuals around 
when it comes to 
PCW software docu- 
mentation. 
Everything is clearly 
explained and well- 
illustrated. If, on the 
other hand, you 
fancy a change in 
your bedtime read- 
ing, try Looking into 
LocoScript 2 by 
Susan Rogers 
(£14.95) from 
Prentice Hall (0442 
231555) which was 
reviewed in issue 26, 
page 45. 
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Loco Tips 



Q I'm writing a long book and I 
keep my chapters divided among dif- 
ferent groups and discs but each docu- 
ment is set up the same way. Do I have 
to copy the Template.STD into every 
new group? 

A No. The lasl answer explains why. 
You could jusl pul the Templaie.STD in 
the first group of each disc, or if you are 
working almost exclusively with the 
one template, you could put it in the 



. , *1»5 mmwumI; . Printer id It. Hum I, 

ftuti m.dtfmnt I>Uit fijpii Pjftint locuntnt ftirtcl irhtlM 7>ftll MHrM 



If* * . ... *"»'». . . " m ■ n™l M mm li 

01 .,ri tli re. hi., 10k «ri KU [,„ u tilti JMV .ltd »k tr» 



WUftf IS **• 5 * 5'srn im mos 

HHUH 26* group 5 «k{ group 1 Ok LflSILS 



TEE i,i ."'" "Til k . i! "'" "«nR . ,' fll « " :D "" 1I « rnuT 

9 link* fll.i t ll«fc. files ItNbo filtt Iihoo hl.i 

wrnt.sn a nurun.sn 2k mrun.sn ik iMimimnwiM 



And there they all are: templates for manuscripts, memos, labels 
and Invoices - one for each group! 




Inquire 
within 

If you are finding 
Liz's LocoScript 2 
Surgery helpful and 
would like to see a 
particular topic 
covered in future 
issues of the 
magazine, please 
write (not 'phone) to 
us at LocoScript 
Surgery, 8000 Plus, 
30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath BA1 2BW. All 
questions will be 
printed anony- 
mously, so don't be 
shy - drop us a line! 




first group actually on the start of day 
disc and make sure there are no other 
templates on that disc. Then when you 
start the machine, the Template.STD 
will automatically be copied to the first 
group on drive M and will then be the 
default template, so that any document 
created will have the same set-up. 

By the way, it doesn't mean you 
can't use other templates, just that you 
would have to make sure you pul a 
Template.STD in a group where you 
wanted to do other work and don't for- 
get lo name that group so you know 
what the template is for. 

Q Can you give me some tips on how 
to set up templates? My documents 
never seem to print out quite as I 
expect... 

A Actually, I wouldn't worry too 
much. It is possible to sit down and 
plan it all out exactly before you start, 
but even then you'll almost certainly 
have to make adjustments, partly 
because we nearly always make mis- 
takes at that stage and partly because, 
particularly with the 8000 series print- 
ers, it's almost impossible to position 
the paper exactly in the printer. 

It's usually easier to set up a tem- 
plate fairly quickly and roughly, print 
out a sample then make adjustments on 
the lines of "Well, that tab should be a 
bit to the left and the right hand margin 
should be a bit further over." 

However, there are a few things 
worth knowing. The printers work at 6 
lines to the inch, so you can measure 
paper in inches and multiply by 6 to 
work out what line you want to start 
printing on. for instance. It's also worth 
remembering the difference between 
the pitch you want to use for your prim- 
ing and scale pitch. LocoScript I users 
won't know what I'm talking about and 
thereby hangs a tale. 

When you set your margins, tabs, 
and so on, you have to remember you 
are setting them in characters, not 



inches. So, if you put your left hand 
margin al 1.0. and you're working in 
pitch ten. you have set your margin 10 
characters wide at 10 characters to the 
inch, which is, of course, one inch. If, 
though, your pitch is 12, you have set 
the margin to ten I2ths of an inch. To 
make your margin 1 inch wide you 
would need to set the margin to 1.2. 
This causes severe problems to poor old 
Locoscript 1 users (and is one of the 
best reasons for abandoning it immedi- 
ately and getting yourself onto Loco 2!) 
because if they set up their margins and 
tabs, and then change the pitch they're 
working in inside their document, the 
margins and tabs move too! Nasty. 

To get round this, LocoScript 2 uses 
the idea of scale pitch. You should 
choose a scale pitch which is the main 
pitch you intend to work with, then you 
set up your margins, tabs and so on; 
then, even though you change pitch 
inside your document, perhaps to put in 
headings for example, the margins and 
tabs will stay in the same place - a 
great relief! 

It's also worth remembering that 
you can put up to ten slock layouts 
actually inside your template, which are 
then all available to you in each docu- 
ment created in that group. So. if you 
have to work with a lot of quotations, 
tables, try setting up suitable layouts as 
stock layouts in your Template.STD. 
Remember the rule: if you have to do 
something twice, stop and think why. If 
you have to keep setting up layouts, 
why aren't they in the template? 

By the way. any document can be 
turned into a Template.STD simply by 
changing it's name. So if you've set up 
a template, then found you had to make 
several changes when you first used it, 
rather than go back and make the 
changes in the template as well, delete 
the original Template.STD. make a 
copy of your changed document, delete 
any text, then rename it Template. STD. 

Q I've been trying my hand at setting 
up templates. When I find they need 
changes, I go back and change them 
but the changes aren't in the docu- 
ments when I edit them. What am I 
doing wrong? 

A Nothing. Most things in word pro- 
cessing work from the point the change 
is made, forward. This makes perfect 
sense, as it would be pretty awkward if 
every time you put something in italics 
the whole thing from the beginning was 
also put in italics! 

The same goes for changes made in 
templates. Those documents already 
created will not be changed: after all, 
you may not want them to be. However, 
every new document created will 
incorporate the changes. If you 
particularly want a document already 
created, reformed in the shape of an 
altered template, this is what you do. 
Create a new document, which will be 
set up according to the altered template. 
Now, using Insert text copy your 
unaltered document into this empty 



document. It will be reformed according 
to the new template. 

Q I've been trying to set up a tem- 
plate to make it easy to use printed 
invoices, but I can't get the date high 
enough on the paper and no matter 
what I do with the line spacing I can 't 
get the lines for address, invoice num- 
ber etc. to match the paper. 

A Unfortunately, pre-printed forms 
and word processors do not always 
work together happily. As I've already 
mentioned, the PCW printers work at 6 
lines to the inch but there is no guaran- 
tee that a pre-printed form has been 
printed to match. That's probably why 
you can't get things to match up. There 
is no easy solution. Fiddling with the 
line pitch can cause even more prob- 
lems (though you can try but do not do 
it on your start of day disc), so if it all 
goes wrong, the printer will return to 
normal when you reload the system. 
You could try setting up the right 
number of returns in your template, 
using a line space of 1/2 where necessary 
to make things fit. rather than a fixed 
line spacing - then do your best. 
Sometimes these forms are so difficult 
the only solution is to use direct print- 
ing, but although this is all right if you 
have a 95 12, it's not easy with an 8000 
series printer as it is all but impossible 
to position the paper accurately for the 
print head. 

You could jusl throw the whole lot 
out and use the machine to print your 
invoices, putting the relevant address, 
VAT number, tabs for descriptions and 
prices etc. in the template but this is not 
always an option. If you can't do that, 
soldier on as best you can but make 
very sure that no one re-orders the same 
forms. When you begin to run low, con- 
tact your printer and explain the prob- 
lem and have the form re-designed to 
match your PCW. 

The other problem (not being able 
to get the date high enough to match the 
form) is pretty well insolvable, I'm 
afraid. It's happening because when the 
printer knows it is using single sheet 
paper it takes off 6 lines at the top and 
three at the bottom and does not allow 
you to type on those. It does this 
because the printer cannot reliably hold 
the paper tight enough at the very 
beginning and very end. and if 
you did put text on those lines it might 
not print out straight. If you're desper- 
ate, you could try setting up a new 
paper type for your invoices which 
decreases this top gap, then try keeping 
a finger on the paper as it prints that top 
line. When you order new forms, con- 
sider having them made with a tractor 
feed for continuous use. This lets you 
use the very top and bottom of each 
form and means you can print all your 
invoices out in a batch. Sorry I can't be 
more encouraging, this is a situation I 
come across frequently and it's 
extremely annoying. I just hope you 
don't have too large a stock of the cur- 
rent forms to plough through! 






From the makers 

of Micro Design2 
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"( :reail ve Technology have triumphed" 

8OOOPIUS 

The Professional Hand -Held 
Image Scanner for the PCW 

» WorKs on all PCWs 19512 requires external prlnierl 
» Kesoluilon or 2<)0. 300 or 400 clois-per-lnch 
» 4 different scanning modes for line-drawings, 
photographs ele 

ProSCAN comas complata with its own stand-alone 
control program, which includes: 

» image-file compailhllliy wlih Mlcrol)esign2. Slop 

Press. NewsdcsK.. MasierScan. elc 
» rflgh-quaUiy primer driving sofiware which gives 

the best ever graphics printing on ihe PCV8 own 

dot-mairlx primer. IPCV8256/85B only) 
» Specialised drivers ror producing professlonal- 

qualliy priming on 24-pin and laser primers lai 360 

and 300 dots per Inch respectively). 

w Labelling facilities, using Ihe MlcroDeslgn2 Fonts 
w Pud-page r.ui-and-Paste and Image Rescallng 
w Comprehensive disc and flic management. Including 
disc formatting 

» Powerful touchlng-up facilities. Including Drush and 
spray palming in nine different grey-shades 

w 80-pagc User Manual, which Includes full 
installation Instructions 



The Leopard- Shark 





If you already own an Amstrad FAX, or a hand-held scanner for a different computer. 

ProSCAN may wen he able to use your existing scanning head. If you are Interested 

in buying ProSCAN to use m this way. contact us for more details. 



Typeface Library 



Three fun discs of extra typefaces for MlcroDesl8n2 & ProSCAN. including.-. 
Baghdad Co/ftpafti/ca CGLtiC Seraph 6cf>0>cbccr)« GUARDIAN 
Florid gherwood BOLDEN Scrtfcfck ROndO ... I many morel 



Scanned from a colour image, lettering added, and 
printed on a Hewlelr-Packard DeskJet PLUS printer. 



A Weed Warbler 



Root 
System 




Pistil 



Stamen 



MicroDesign2 

Although only a year old. 
MlcroDeslgn2 has rapidly esta- 
blished Itself as ihe marKet leader 
in PCW desktop publishing: 
'Without doubt, the best desktop 
publishing package available ror 
the Amstrad PCW ( PCV-Vbrld I 
"Knocks spots or Ibc competition" 
18000-Plusl 

MlcroDeslgn2 Is also available for 
Ihe PC - wrlie or phone for details. 

MICRODESIOHS LIBRARIES 

The Maps Library (wo discs) 
comprises maps of the world and 
of Ihe British Isles, Including 
continents, global projections and 
overlays for county and national 
boundaries. 

The Parish Magazine library Is 
Ideal for MlcroDestgn2 users who 
produce a Parish magazine. 

This adven /except main photograph! was entirely designed and printed AT THIS SCALE using 
Mlcrol)eslgn2 and ProSCAN on a PCW85I2 with integral dot-matrix and HP D eskJet Plus printers 



ProSCAN £179.95 

Includes SCANNER, INTERFACE & SOFTWARE 

MicroDesign2 £59.95 

( Supplied with FREE Extra Fonts Disc No. I) 
I Special Offer — — i 

lor BOTH for only... £220 

Extra Fonis Discs N™ 1,2.3... each £14.95 
Parish Magazine Library (2 discs).. £19.95 
Maps Library (2 discs) £19.95 



All prices include 
VAT and postage 
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Petals 



Scanned from a line drawing, labels added, and printed 
using Ihe PCV's Inicgral dot-malrlx printer. 




10 Park Street 

Uttoxeter 

Starrs 

STI4 7AG 

Tel 0889 567160 
Fax 0889 563548 



CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY 



Public Domain 




Public Servant 

Tim Smith casts his eye over a collection of desktop utility programs 

from the Public Domain, which could make the dream of the paperless 

office come ever closer to reality. 



HOROSCOP.BAS 



This program really does 
meet all ihe requisite cri- 
teria for a TV astrologer: 
it's obsequious, it always 
gives the same answer, 
and it is smug. 

The coding of this 
program is not the best 
in the world. For exam- 
ple, if you fail to use 
upper case letters in the 
answer to a question 
such as "How many days 
old are you?" you will 
be met with the rather 
abrupt reply "Not quick 
enough", or "I'm sorry 
you'll have to be faster 
than that!". It asks your name and then asks if that is what you are 
usually called; very Russell Grant. At the end of all this frivolity, the 
program invariably informs you that you are about to meet someone 
who will change your life shortly after travelling somewhere. True to 
form, it will wish you a happy birthday if the correct date is entered. 
So, amusing enough but, essentially, fatuous. 



PIXBSr lift IN TODAY'S DATE MlWRICMll: HO, DAY, YEAR' 10,30. S3 
TODAY IS HEDNESDAY II HOPE) 
HI, I'M A HICmOCESSOR. 

TELL HI YOUR H*E? tin 

A!E W'J USUALLY CALLED Tin? s 
« SmiE YES 08 NO HILL KM 

' yes 

50 YOUR FULL NANE IS tin, BUI YOU 
LIKE 10 BE CALLED Tin, 
HOU 010 ARE YOU, Ii«? 26 
SO YOU ARE 28 YEARS OLD. 

¥&&&$#&%>'"' tmnnm ' 

OK, SHMIY. HON HANI? 

SONY. Iin, YOU'LL HAVE 10 BE EASIER IHAH THfiT ■ 



IX WKAI N0NIH HEBE YOU BOW? OCTOBER 
OH UHAI BAY' 30 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY. DEM tin, HAPPY BIRTHDAY 10 YOU. 

YOU HERE MM OH SATURDAY. OCTOBER 30 . 1937 
HH1CH HA 



DAY 707772 At, AND ON ilK. 1, 2000 
. -..YS OLD, 
HOU ABOUT THAI l! 



II you want to see what the stars hold lor you, 
its probably best not to try this program out 



r 



bin <.i.i w*Vr (I lilt li mm. * ,liH?> u ',««• I 



UNERA1.BAS 

A handy program which 

jvery user should have on a 

disc somewhere about the 

house. As its names suggests. 
Restore files accidentally erased from your UNERA , BAS ^ ils r 

Mi drive with UNERA1.BAS UNERA2.BAS will hopefully 

stop you ever having to tear- your hair out when you have accidently 
wiped a file from your M: drive. If this irritating situation has never 
arisen in your PCW career, you might not recognise its use at first. 
However, there's a first time for everything, and it's worth having a 
program like this to hand just in case. 

The program looks around the M: drive and seeks out erased files. 
It then lists these with a hexadecimal code (something like OOE). You 
enter the code and the file is restored to existence, or un-erased. as the 
program's name suggests. We tested this with text files and with 
BASIC.COM, and achieved excellent results both times. 






m$M 




mm i aiUNt ntu mxm in •mtum i> 


■ 



POSTER.BAS; programming 
at its worst 



POSTER.BAS 

Why POSTER.BAS was on the disc is a 
mystery. Not only is it not set up properly 
to run on a PCW, it is also flawed in its 
coding. Frankly, it is lazy. It crashed every 
time we attempted to run it. If tidying up 
poor programming appeals to you, then 
POSTER.BAS could be of interest. 
Unfortunately, this could be its only use: it 
does not perform the function for which it 
was intended, which is to print large char- 
acters to screen and printer. 



••■ .' "I, 'I' ■• 


Rriun 


(H) 


cm nil 


<T> 


An«ll>U«l CttDOU 


«l 


HKHH 


ICI 


Criit. MDIiln 


III 


Ogll Kit MHO r-r •!„. 


ICC) 


StlKl m of tfcf Ibm: | 





The DESK-DM opening menu oilers 
access to three useful desktop utilities 



DESK. DM. BAS 

The files on the Deskmaster 
disc are run from BASIC. To 
load them, simply load BASIC 
and type in RUN at the 
prompt, followed by the file- 
name - which must be put in 
quotation marks. 

DESK-DM.BAS. is a 
series of mini programs 
designed for the desktop. The 
idea behind the collection was 
was that the program would 

reside in ihe memory of your machine, and would be instantly acces- 
sible during the course of your work. The technical name for this kind 
of thing is a TSR program with the TSR standing for Terminate and 
Stay Resident. 

DESK-DM.BAS provides some very useful facilities. It comes in 
a menu driven format - but not the pull-down type which you will be 
used to in LocoScript. This system requires you to enter key letters 
which take you inio the various utilities. 

For example, you have an appointments calender. Surprisingly for 
a BASIC program which uses no machine code it runs very smoothly 
and very quickly. All you have to do is name the day. the time and a 
small amount of detail about the activity which you have to carry out. 

It sounds straightforward, 
and the good news is that it 
actually is. 

Along with the appoint- 
ments calendar comes a 
fully functional calculator. 
You can use it to carry out 
simple additions, subtrac- 
tions, divisions and multi- 
plications. It can also han- 
dle more complex mathe- 




Keep track ol your appointments with this 
easy to use calendar 



HOME.BAS 

This is a highly detailed program which shows you how to handle the 
family finances. You are given the choice of assessing your budgets 
over four possible periods: weekly, bi-weekly, semi-monthly and 
monthly. Once you have chosen the period, you are asked how much 
you earn, how much you're taxed and how much you pay in National 
Insurance. You then look at 'Paycheck deductions', which include pen- 
sions, life assurance, health insurance, and 'other deductions'. Fixed 
expenses such as mortgage and car insurance all need to be put in. 
You are then presented with a table culled from the 'Recursive 
Budgetting Model'. This includes a 'spendable income summary' 
which details everything you have just entered. 

The Recursive budget method is actually the core of this program. 
What it means is that you are prompted to allocate funds to various cri- 
teria until you "freeze' the account. Once all the accounts have been 
frozen and you have allocated each one as much money as your budget 
will allow, the program ends and you are presented with a budgetary 
table. The accounts include such things as: food, clothing, dry clean- 
ing, barber/beauty, water and electricity telephone, dentist, drugs and 
sundries, clubs and lodges, theatre and sports and so on. 

Next is the 'Budget Refinement phase' in which you get the 
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Public Domain 



THE DESKMASTER 

£5.95 • Advantage Software 
0242 224340 

PRINTMASTER 

£5.95 • Advantage Software 
0242 224340 

This month, we bring you another selec- 
tion of software from the Public 
Domain. Under the spotlight are two 



discs from Cheltenham PD specialists 
Advantage Software. 

The first disc contains a number of 
short programs which are designed to 
make the task of organising your files, 
your household expenses and even your 
life a good deal easier. They include a 
home accounts program, a ready reck- 
oner for mortgage repayments and a file 
recovery utility. On the less serious side 
there is a horoscope program, and a 
weather forecaster (not included below). 



All of these have to run under BASIC 
The second disc contains several 
files which will increase the power of 
your PCW as a printing device; or that 
at least is what the publishers claim. It 
differs from Deskmaster in that it is 
menu driven - making it a great deal 
easier to use than most other PD discs. 
The programs can be obtained by 
sending a blank, formatted disc to 
Advantage at 56, Bath Road. 
Cheltenham, Gloucester GL53 7HJ. 



matics. such as assigning 
variables, and even being 
able to use hexadecimal 
numbers.The calculator 
comes with an on-line help 
system which details the 
available commands. 

On top of all this, there 
is also a card index system 
which allows you to type in 
anything from phone num- 
bers to cookery menus. The 
system allows you to create 
a 'card' (or record) from an 
option on the main menu. 
You can go on to add. 




A handy desk calculator, which can 
tackle quite complex mathematics 



delete, list or find the cards stored. It is the last option which 
throws up the one weakness of the program; it has a rather poor 
search facility. It seems a little strict in the way in which it allows 
you to find the records which you have stored. 

However, the program is not write-protected and can be 

viewed. So, if you are 
acquainted with Mallard 
BASIC, this means you 
can try your hand at 
altering or even improv- 
ing the program. If you 
are not able to do this, 
don't worry: the program 
can serve as a handy 
note-taking system, and 
although smaller than a 
fully blown database, it is 
a very useful facility to 
have at your fingertips. 



-"HHiair**** 




Create UO Tile 


(0 


Odd CAM to File 


(A) 


FindCMD(S) in File 


(F) 


Delete FILE fron Disk 


(D) 


List CAM) tiles on Disk 


(L) 


Return to HAM MENU 


(ESC) 


Select one of the Above: 1 





The card index system's menu; smaller 
than a database, but useful just the same 



chance to review and revise the accounts in order to reach some 

state of financial equilibrium. Once all accounts are frozen, you 

are presented with a final table which gives you a breakdown of 

incomings and 

outgoings. The one 

major problem here 

is that the table is not 

presented in simple 

integer form. You 

do come across 

numbers such as 

12323-E from time 

to lime, which need 

to be converted. 

The program also 

uses the dollar sign. 

Aside from this, the 

program does 

present you with a 

highly detailed 

chart and should 

be of help. 



JK.NOU FOR IKE FIRST ROUND OF vAIIULE EXPENSE. DON'I 
PINCH YOURSELF IN VOL* ESTDMIES WITHIN REASON), LEI THE 
COMPUTER HELP VOU RHINE VOW BUKIt LAIFJt ON. 

H|l FIXED EXP 11 23 

FMC/BEUERKES £' 32 
CLOIHDK £» 33 

Bf CLEANMC f? 2 
BARBEIf BEAUIV £? 3 
HONE RAW 11 2 
HONE HEAT'C FUEL E? ! 

i)"J. f 2 

hectikhv £? 3 
elephonie' 2 

AS/OIL U 3 
3 NAINI £? 2 
FSRES-'IOLLS'FSFHK i." 3 
DENIISI £' 2 
PHVSICI* £' 2 
WJCS/SUNGRIES £' 3 
SCHOOL EXPENSE £' 
FARILV tUOUJNCE V 
MS/LOKES £' 22 
HKIP.E/SPORtS £» 222 
RESIAURFMS 11 S 
3IHER ENI'HENI g 55 
lAC'S/WOKS/PAPERS tl 42 
SIIIERS g 
CHILD CARE £1 1 



HOME.BAS helps you sort out your cashflow 



LOANAMMOR.BAS 




PAWtNI NO. INIEH5I 



This is quite a useful program, 
from the point of view of topi- 
cal interest if nothing else. 
With house prices fluctuating, 
and banks, building societies 
and loan organisations vieing 
to offer mortgages, you would 
think that a loan ammortisa- 
tion program would come in 
very handy indeed. And. for 
quick reference it most cer- 
tainly does. 

The program asks you to 
type in the interest rate on 
your mortgage repayment, the 
amount of money, how much 
you are looking to borrow, 
what length the repayment period is and how many payments you are 
planning to make over a year. Once the data has been entered, a table 
appears on screen telling you how much your monthly payment will be. 
The final payment is shown separately. A useful addition here would be a 
print-out option to give you something to present to the bank manager. 
Also, the number of hidden extras and special payments is not taken into 
consideration. Aside from this, the results you are given do make a rea- 
sonable basis to work from -but shouldn't be used by themselves to make 
important financial commitments. 



£ 11999.9 
£ 119SS.S 
£ I13SS.S9 
£ U3S3.se 

i U3S9.47 
£ U9S9.3S 



£ 11998. 
t 11998. SS 
£ I1S9B.72 
£ 11999. S! 
£ U58S.44 
£ 11998.3 
£ 11398. IS 
£ 11998 
£ 11997.84 
£ 11997. S8 
£ 11997. S2 
£ 11397.35 
£ 11997.18 
£ U987 
£ 11998.82 
£ 1336.S 

£ 1! 

£ 19SS.04 

I [SB n 



A rough guide to mortgage repayments 




Create unusual graphics with Printmaster 



PRINTMASTER 

Side 1 of this excellent disc 
offers the actual program files, 
all of which operate from the 
CP/M A> prompt. Side 2 is 
stocked with a number of use- 
ful fonts such as Times and 
Scribe, but there are also 
exotic ones like Utopia, 
Hampton and Western. You 
also get a load of borders 
which go with the printouts, such as Christmas motifs and Frankensteins! 

The main program is called up from a SUBMIT file. This reads all 
the necessary files into the M: drive, so you, the user, simply have to sit 
back and wait to get going. Once into the program you are faced with the 
first disappointment; one of the options from the very professional look- 
ing menu will only run with a PC compatible which, in its turn, is run- 
ning with a graphics card. This really should have been left out of the 
PCW version. Aside from this, and the fact that the program crashed the 
first time we ran it, it really is worth the money. 

You are lead through options to create ornate calendars, greetings 
cards and banners. The user is guided through the whole program with 
seamless efficiency and will be able to produce some quite interesting 
looking material from the PCW's native printer. 

The program would attract a wider audience if Advantage had pro- 
vided a few more printer drivers. For 95 12 owners - or anyone else who 
has had to go out and buy non-standard dot matrix printer to print graph- 
ics, there is no suitable driver available on this disc. It would also have 
been better to remove the graphics editor. However, this is a useful little 
program, with a good deal of potential. 
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AUTUMN SALE 



CORPORATE 



EDUCATIONAL, CORPORATE, OR VOLUME PURCHASERS PLEASE (HI 







RSC Limited, 75 Queens Road, Watford VYD1 2QN. Fax: (0923) 37946 



AUTUMN SALE 



UK MAINLAND DELIVERY PRICES 


Same Day 


£P0A 


Next Day 


£10.00 


Norma! Service 


£6.00 


Consumables 


£1.50 


Software 


£4.00 


Software (Next Day) 


£8.00 



I FOR ASSISTANCE • NEW LOW PRICES • ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 



PRINTER ACCESSORIES 



PRINTER PAPER 

80 Column listing paper per box 

1 l"x9.5" 1 Patl Ploin 60gsm 2,000 

1 1"x9.5" 1 Pari Ploin 80gsm 2,000 

1 l"x9.5" 2 Pari NCR 1,000 

A4 1 Pari Plain 70gsm 2,000 



A4 I Patl Ploin 90gsm 1,500, 



£12.00 

£17.50 

£20.00 

£17.50 

£17.00 

1 32 Column listing paper per box 

1 1"xl4.5" I Port Plain 60gsm 2,000 £15.50 

1 l"xl4.5" 1 Part M/Rule 60gsm 2,000 £16.00 

AMSTRAD PCW PRINTER MAINTENANCE KIT 

For 8256/851 2, removes dirt and ink deposils lo maintain 
maximum print quantity. RSC PRICE £1 4.00 



PCW RIBBONS (Mm order 2 s) 



£4.00 each 
£3.50 each 

.£3.00 each 
£5.00 eoth 



QT2 

QT5 

QT 10 (or more) 

PCW Multislrike Ribbons 

PCW Colour Ribbons (Blue/Brown/Red/Green) £5.00 each 

PCW 9512 RIBBONS 
Multislrike 

QT2 £3.35 eoth 

£3.15 each 

£3.00 each 



QT5 



QUO (or more) 



Fabric 



QT2 
QT5 

QUO (or more) 



.£2.25 each 

£2.00 each 

"£1.75 each 



9512 Colour Ribbons Blue/Brown/Red/Green £5.00 each 



PRINTER ACCESSORIES 



OUSTCOVERS 

PCW8256/8512 


£8.65 


PCW9512 


£8.65 


PRINTER STANDS 

WIRE PRINTER STAND 525A 
PRINTER SUPPORT YU-51 8 
PRINTER STAND 80 COL S25A 
PRINTER STAND 132 COL S25B 

LABELS 

1 000 1 Across 


£7.50 
£9.50 
£25.00 
£29.00 

£6.00 


9,000 7 Across 


£8.65 



NEW RSC BUYERS GUIDE OUT NOW 
CALL FOR YOUR COPY 




GAMES 



Arnhem 

Bridge Player 21 
Clock Chess '89 
Time and Magic 



RSC TOP 10 GAMES 

£1 3.00 Brian Clough's F/ball _ £9.0' 

I £12.00 Complete Home Enl _ £13.0 

£12.00 Steve Dovis Snooker £10.0 

£9.00 Tomahawk 




Sage Popular Accounlanl Plus 

Sage Popular Invoicing 

Soge Popular Payroll 

Slockmorkel 

Money Monoger 



£80.00 

£38.00 

£38.00 

£24.00 

£22.00 

NEW locolink file transfer utility, allows you lo 

transfer files from your PCW to a PC £15.00 

DATABASES 

Sage Retrieve £38.00 

Master File 8000 £26.00 

Obosell £38.00 

Locofile with locomoil £30.00 

locofile _^^____ £20.00 



WORDPROCESSING 



Prospell _ 
Prolex 



£18.00 
£30.00 



Locoscript 2 

Locoscripl 2 with Locospell 2 

Locospell 2 

Locomoil 2 

Locofonl 1 

Locofonl 2 

New-Word II 



Spellchecker & Thesaurus 
Locoscripl PC _ 



£18.00 
.£23.00 
.£15.00 
"£21.00 

£14.00 

£10.00 
_ £35.00 
_£13.00 

£65.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



.£25.00 

£29.00 



Supercolc2 

Cracker II (Turbo) RSC Special Price _ 

RSC E21A KEYBOARD STORAGE DRAW 

The RSC E21A features a sturdy steel & plostic construction. A PC 
keyboard locates in the tray which can be safely tucked out of 
sight when not in use RSC PRICE £27.00 



BOOKS 



1 5 Hour word processing AMS 

All in one mini office professional . 
Oesk lop publishing Amstrod PCW 
Locoscript 2 and Amslrad PCW 



RSC T-302AX Low Back Gas Strut Choir With Arms 

RSC T-601AX High Back Gas Strut Choir 

RSCT-2001 Computer Workstation (Grey) 



AT LAST A PROFESSIONAL KEYBOARD FOR THE PCW RANGE OF PCS. 

AT ENHANCED 102 KEY KEYBOARD WITH NUMERIC KEYPAD AND 

FUNCTION KEYS CALL FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND PRICE 



Locoscripl 2 and Amstrod PCW951 2 

Locoscr'rpl/MaiL/Spell 

Locoscripl 2 user guide 



Mallard Basic PCW introduction and reference 

Mastering Amslrad 8256/851 2 

Prolext PCW users guide 

Step by Step guide lo Locoscripl 

Using the Amstrod PCW951 2 

PCW machine code __ 



FURNITURE 



_ £5.95 RSC T-302X Low Back Gas Strut Choir . 

.£11.50 

_£9.50 

.£11.95 

_£9.95 

_£8.50 

£14.95 
_£9.95 
_£8.95 
_£9.95 
_£4.95 
_£9.95 

£13.95 



£49.00 
£59.00 
£69.00 
£79.00 



TUTORIALS 

lankey crosh course typing £15.0 

lankey 2 fingers typing El 5.0 



RSC SPECIAL OFFER 

DISKLESS WORK STATIONS 

XT 8088 10MHz 640k RAM, built in Mono/CGA Graphics 
adaptor & hard/floppy disk Subsystems, AT enhanced 
keyboard. Novell compatible £369.00 

AT 80286 12MHz 1Mb RAM, built in Mono/CGA Graphics 
adaptor & hard/floppy disk sub-systems, AT enhanced 
keyboard. Novell compatible. 2 serial, 1 parallel plus 
mouse port £469.00 



Telephone: (0923) 243301. E&OE 




COMPUTER 


SUPPL 1 ESU 



SALE 



1 ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & 1st CLASS DELIVERY UK &BFPO ONLY b 



3" CF-2 DISK 5 off 10 off so off 

AmsoftCF2 £10.95 £20.95 £99.95 

Maxell CF2 £10.55 £18.80 £93.55 

Maxell CF2-D £12.00 £22.00 £107.00 

Maxell CF2 

(individually cased) £11.50 £21.50 £105.00 



RIBBONS, AMSTRAD 

VERY HIGH QUALITY 

PCW 8256/8512 Black Fabric Ribbon 
PCW 8256/8512 Carbon Multistrike 
PCW 9512 Black Fabric Ribbon 


COMPj 

1off 

...£3.40 


(VTIBLE H 

5 off 9 

£2.95 itl 


...£3.50 


£3.25 I 


...£3.45 ... 


£3 20 1 


PCW 9512 Carbon Multistrike 


...£2.65 


... £2 55 l 


Amstrad, Brother, Canon, Epson, NEC, 


Panasonic. 


POA. If 



VISA 



How to order: Axxon Computer Supplies 

Post to: 23 Sunray Avenue, Surbiton, Surrey KT5 9RA. 

fojCall 081-335 3180 

• Prices are for Mail Order Only • We reserve the right to alter I 
specifications and prices without notice • Quantity order please ring for | 
prices • Government, Educational Authority order welcome. 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 

Junior Playtime £10.90 

Ultimate Sums £10.90 

Ultimate Quiz £10.90 

School's Out £10.90 

Fun School 3 POA 

Cross Grid (Crossword Without Clues) £10.95 



DUST COVERS 8256/ 8512 and 9512 

PCW 8256/8512 (3pcs) £8.55 

PCW 9512 (3pcs) £8.55 

PCW 9512 + Sheet Feeder (3pcs) £11.55 

PCW 9512 Printer + Sheet Feeder (1pc) £5.55 



3" Head Cleaning Kit 

9512 Daisy Wheels 

Printer Cable D25-Cen 36 

Printer Cable CEN 36-Cen 36 

Margin Maker MM3 (8256/8512) 

New! Re-Ink (Re inks Fabric Ribbons). 



...£4.95 
...£5.95 
...£7.95 
...£9.95 
.£12.50 
.£12.95 



COURSEMASTER 

The Computer Horseracing Program 

RATES AW RACE IN SECONDS - AW OAliy NEWSPAPEB S «1 VOU NEED 
•NEVER out of date- BottiN Hunt & Flat- Tast Data Entry 
• AMAZNG ACCURACY" - No* you CAN BEAT THE BOOKIEK 
i Works en the wnoic pnncc* that FAST HORSES BEAT SLOW ONES" 
i Clearly idertihes best selection in every race plus these AMAZING features - 
< T«s. Second and Third choice shown tor forecasts & Tncasts, etc 
■ecommends most suitable type of bet 
i Actually worts out your W1NMNGS on most popular bets ncluchng SINGLES 

& DOUBLES, win and each way PATENTS. YANKEES. CANADIANS, HEINZ etc 

GOOO EACH WAY and IONG OOOS bets clcaity shown 

Will PRINT out your BETTMG SUP for you 

Maintains a BANK ACCOUNT- BET lite PROFESSIONALS dot Records all you 

bets many number of accounts Keep a complete record of your betting o» 

compare COURSEMASTER agamst your favounte upster 

PlUSr"i- The AMAZING COURSEMASTER SYSTEM Thrs superb betting system 

is included in the program A system which regularly produces huge wins 

from small stakes Try it) It can pay tor itself many times over on the first day 

Supplied with 90 Page BETTING GUIDE and MANUAL 

FREE HOT TIP Of THE MONTH TO EVERY PURCHASER 

O £1 7 9S tapes, E1 95 discs, inc P&P + VAT 



PERM-MASTER 

Ifyouare one of those pooh punters who regularly uses the perm plans for 
entering your weekly coupon, (as we at Intraset recommend) Then it 5 often 
difficult to assess whether or not you have actuary won PERM-MASTER puts an 
end to that With it you simply enter the number of points obtaned far each of 
your select***, and PERM-MASTER does the rest The program .s supplied 
already with some of the top plans built m. but if your favounte is not there, then 
you can simply create your own. us«ng the unique perm edrtor 
•FAST and Simple to use 
• UNIQUE PERM EDITOR allows you to add plans not supplied (Simply edit the Xs) 
-Fa most BIOCK PERMS and SWGIEIINE plans (Up to 95 selectors) 

AvaBtbfc « for POOLSMASTER • £1 7.95 inc PAP + VAT 



£ PROFIT FROM YOUR MICRO 

• WHATEVER your MICRO * you can use * to make a good income- 

• Even if you onfy ha*c a couple of hours to spare each week 

■ We have put together a package of easy, sensible and practical busxeu 

ideas which can easrty be used by anyone with any moo 
' No computer expertise required!! 

• Earn £££'s from home doing what you enjoy doing - using your COMPUTER!! It 
dosem matter wfach model 

• You probably already have aH you need to start earwig 

• THOUSANDS of potential customers m your area who will GLADLY pay for your 
services We will show you how to find tnemi 

> Full step by step gude to EARNING MONEY fROM YOUR MICRO FREE 
BUSINESS DEAS CASSETTE TAPE WITH EVERY COPY 
£19.95 mclusrve 



POOLSMASTER 

(formerV *bcrt ftroVKr' by Co/wen Compute System) 

The Computer Football Pools Predictor 

The amazing POCXSMASTER program is by far me best Pooh Predictor we have 
everseen fci just 10 weeks of liymgthrs program ourselves, we won no less than 
19 dividends, the largest being nearfy £300 Mr f C Hammond from Essex won 
nearly £1 0.000 00 *i fust 16 weeks In his own words 'It's a licence to pnnt money ' 
POCXSMASTER is simple to use and requwes only that you keep the league tables 
up to date using your usual newspaper 

J* ■"*<>' man Y «« research into the football Poofs by the programmer Martin 
Evans of C C S . the program is a materpiece of expertise, and is s.mpl«:itv itself I 
•« 

1 Predicts Homes, Awoys and Draws 

No fiddly typing m of teams names etc and no redundant databases 
instant read-out or Hardcopy if you have a prrter 

Uses scientific formula based on recent term home and away, league position 
goals scored etc It has long been realised that certain combinations of these ' 
factors return a much higher than average of draws then the laws of average 
wouldexpect POCXSMASTER looks for these factors and arWyses their 
significance to gwe you the best possible chance of a win 
Also has a 'Sequence Preckctor- option Many people believe mat certain 
number, on the coupon come up more often than others, and over a season 
patterns do seem to develop The program analyses these patterns end 
predicts the numbers most likely to come up next Certainly more scientific 
than shciung a pin m, or famtfy bnhdays etc 

If you do the POOLS then thh rt the program for you. 

O £17 QS tapes. £19 95 discs, inc PSP & VAT 



+++SPECIAL OFFER+++ 

SPECIAL COMPENDIUM DISKS: «ooc Matt Swan or -<u>rawi«»jn 

CONTAINING BOTH POOLSMASTER AND PERM-MASTER - C36 95 

CONTAINING POOLS, PERM and COURSEMASTER - £49 95 

BUY ANY THREE DISKS (OR TWO INCL COMPENDIUM) 

AND RECEIVE PROFIT FROM YOUR MICRO ABSOLUTELY FREE 



All pros MiW* for ill PCW!, all IBM PC's . como«bm. Aroma PC's, ami . 

Amrsa •. CPC 61M Cancnvamr * Poofcmaae also svaiable tor Soectmro. 

Commodore 64*1 98, CPC 464*461 



THE GRAPHOLOGIST 

This program is a must for anyone interested m analysing their handwriting or 

analysing other peoples It is also very useful for analysing prospective 

employees handwriting, To u*« the program, a sample of handwriting is 

obtained, perfoably in ink From the rn»n menu of the program you will be 

prompted and guided to examine each detail of the sample Vbu will then be 

taken through deeper and deeper sets of sub menus, all prompting you for 

relevant details of the writing, and the pomts to watch for and add to the file if 

applicable 

Upon completion you are left wah a dnk We up to 15 pages long (depending on 

the depth of detail you choose), this file can then be eovted witrun your word 

processor to produce a full report for the writer 

Fully experienced Graphologists can charge almost what they like for a full 

anafyvs, so trvs could prove a very lucrative Duvness venture for you 

We must however stress, that unless you are experienced m graphology, then we 

can in no way guarantee the accuracy of the information that the program 

provides « you are an enthusiastic amateur or just cunous, then m»s program 

could provide hours of entertainment, whilst teaching you the finer on of this 

fascinating subject 

The text withm THE GRAPHOLOGIST was researched and written by a top London 

graphcrogrtt/cnmirwiogist James WDoefward The software was written by Martm 

Evans our consultant software writer 

• £49.95 Inc P*P + VAT 



CASHMASTER 

Master your own finances There »s now no need to be frightened by 
accountancy software CASHMASTER provides you with the easiest method yet 
irwented to keep uack of afl your finances Be you a business or professional 
ndividuai, you are sure to need to know where your money is going 
CASHMASTER will allow you to input all the necessary information pei 
transaction m one simple operation, whilst allowing you to extract the absolute 
maximum from rt all agan with an array of statements and reports 

features VAT analysis 

Easy, natural data entry - Just like a handwritten ledger 

Any amount of ledger toes 

• ledgers can span any time penod. there is no one year limit 

• Reports can be produced over any time span ( 1 day to 100 years) 

• vOW Class Codes(User definable) per ledger file 

• 30VW Accounts per ledger file 

• Detailed statements showing balances (Selected accounts i classes) 

• Profit & loss Statements (Selected accounts A class totals) 

• r *3S">3 of entnes tor extra report seiectfvity 

• Items can be Inckjsrve, £«lusrve or 2ero VAT or VAT can be just ignored 

• VAT element automatically calculated and displayed 

• Pop up rumng total calculator 

• Entnes can repeated with just one key press (Standing Orders etc ) Weekly. 
Fortnightly Monthly. Quarterly, Malt Yearn/ or Yearly 

Entnes can be edited or deleted at any time 

Insert ertenes anywhere, CASHMASTER puts them «i chronotogcal order tor 

you 

Reports ovectabie to Screen, Printer or |>st toe 

Detailed selectivity tor reports 

Reference held for each ertry (Invoice No, Desp Note No etc) 

10,000 entnes PC verscn. B. BOO PCWi 

• No need tor sorts, afways m correct order 

All functrons and operations available from mam program screen 

Most functions operate from a s<ngle key press 

Scan through the ledger a itfie, or page at a time if required 

Spirt and merge file 

Class and Account code descriptions vmble at all limes Scroll through pages 

of codes with one key press 

FREE seperate runrwvg total calculator tor adting up those cheques, useful tor 

those owek sums 

WE APOLOGISE TO AU OTHER SOfTWARE WRITERS AND TO ANYONE ELSE 
WHO HAS BOUGHT THE OTHER SO CAUED 'EASy TO USE 1 PROGRAMS 
CASHMASTER REAliy DOES BlOW THE 110 OO COMPUTERISED ACCOUNTING 

THIS IS HOW IT SHOULD BE DONE 

Not onfy superior to the competition, tf $ far cheaper tool 
O £99. 95 inc PAP * VAT ^^ 
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Formula One 

Loans, percentages or end of term marks - Karen Donaghay helps 
you figure things out with the aid of the Cracker II spreadsheet 



Cracker _ 



Love ihem or hale them, numbers rale pretly highly in 
our everyday lives in all sons of ways. For a business 
man. a careful calculation of inleresl on a loan can 
make Ihe difference between a struggling business or 
a successful one. For a teacher, the end of term marks may be 
partly calculated from term work, and partly from exam 
results. Whatever the mathmatical details, one thing is for 
sure: Ihe final marks have to be precise. 

This is where a spreadsheet like Cracker II can help. 
Formulae may bring back memories of schooldays, with a 



string of algebrae scrawling its way across the blackboard, 
but it doesn't have to be like that. These are modern times. 
With the help of Cracker II and your PCW, you may never 
have to struggle with sums again. 

When it comes to calculations - such as percentages and 
averages - Cracker II is in its element. It can also handle 
functions such as logarithms, factorials and many others. 

So let's go back to the classroom to find out how Cracker 
can help a beleagered teacher sort out the turmoil of those 
end of year reports. 



Cracker: 
the facts 

Cracker is 
available from 
Paperback 
Software (0245 
265017) for the 
price of £42.61. 



Top of the class 



What better way for a teacher to keep 
track of the students' progress than by 
using Cracker's superb powers of 
organisation? Goodbye to Ihe old mark- 
book. One Cracker spreadsheet can 
replace a whole series of marksheets 
and do much more besides. 

First, let's take a look at the most 
basic of marking routines. The essential 
information is a list of the students' 
names, and the marks they gained for 
each assignment. Nearly every teacher 
needs to have an overall view of how 
each student is performing, so the 
spreadsheet has to calculate the total 
for each student. 

Our example spreadsheet records 
the trials and tribulations of class 2B. 
The first three marks relate to their 
assignments and the totals are worked 
out in column F. using the SUM com- 
mand. For example. Billy Smart's total 
is worked out by entering the formula 
SUM(C10...E10) into cell F10. The 
result, an admirably high total of 52. is 
then displayed on screen. A formula is 
entered in exactly the same way as a 
number; simply move to the location, 
type in a fullslop. and then the formula. 

It is also useful to know how many 
marks were available for each assign- 
ment. This information is entered at the 
bottom of the spreadsheet, on line 20. 

Full marks 

For the average student, end of term is 
one of the more relaxed times of the 
year. For Ihe teachers, however, it is a 
completely different story. Nol only do 
they have exams to mark but. in addi- 
tion. Ihere are all those end of term 
reports to write. 

At times like this. Cracker can 
really earn its keep. There isn't a mark- 
ing book in the world that can automati- 
cally work out percentages, or interpret 
a complicated marking routine. 

Imagine, for example, that class 2B 
have just Finished their exams. The 



exams count for 60% of their final end- 
of-year marks. The mid-term assign- 
ments, however, count for only 40% of 
their final marks. This can all be calcu- 
lated by Cracker II . 

The exam results are entered into 
column G and column H. called Final 
Results, is where all of the calculating 
takes place.The formulae are entered 
into the column, as shown in the dia- 
gram below. They look complicated, but 
the process is perfectly logical. 

40% of the final marks are taken 
from the assignments. To calculate this, 
the total mark for the assignments is 
divided by the total available marks in 
F20. This is then multiplied by 40. 

Similarly, the exam mark is divided 
by one hundred (the total number of 
marks available) and then multiplied by 
60. Add these two results together and 
you end up with the final mark. 

For example, Billy Smart's final 
mark is calculated using the formula: 
« F 10/F20*40)+(G 1 0/G20*60) ). 
(Cracker uses a star to perform multi- 
plications, rather than a cross.) 

As you can see, the rest of the for- 
mulae in the diagram are based on the 
same principle. Only the line numbers 
need to be changed. 

Figure it out 

When it comes to typing in formulae, 
this similarity can speed up the process 
considerably. The column is first cre- 
ated and defined as numerical (Integer) 
format in the usual way . 

The first formula is typed into loca- 
tion H6 in the following way. Press the 
[.] key. then type in ((F6/F20 * 40) + 
(G6/G20 * 60)) [RETURN]. The for- 
mula is stored in the box, and only the 
result is seen on the screen. 

Even though the details are all 
slightly different, the formulae can 
nonetheless be copied using the Copy 
function. Place the cursor over the first 
formula and type in [C]opy |E]ntry 12 




The trial and tribulations of Class 2B can be recorded onto this 
spreadsheet. The final end of term marks are calculated in column G 



FINAL MARK 



40) + (G6/G20 * 60)) 
40) + (G7/G20 * 60)) 
40) + (G8/G20 * 60)) 
40) + (G9/G20 * 60)) 
*40) + (G10/G20*60)) 
•40) + (G11/G20*60)) 
*40) + (G12/G20*60)) 
*40) + (G13/G20*60)) 
*40) + (G14/G20*60)) 
*40) + (G15/G20*60)) 
*40) + (G16/G20*60)) 
*40) + (G17/G20*60)) 

These formulae are entered into column H and work, behind the 
scenes, to calculate all of those end of term marks 



((F6/F20 * 
((F7/F20 * 
((F8/F20 * 
((F9/F20 * 
((F10/F20 
((F11/F20 
((F12/F20 
((F13/F20 
((F14/F20 
((F15/F20 
((F16/F20 
((F17/F20 






[RETURN] [D]own [RETURN]. This 
tells Cracker that you want to copy the 
contents of this location, twelve times, 
into the columns beneath. Cracker then 
asks whether you want to adjust the 
references. 

Pressing [Y|es ensures that >■ 
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Cracker 



Cracker will automatically change all of 
the line reference details in the formu- 
lae. For example. F6 will become F7 in 
line 7, F8 in line 8. and so on. 

Thanks to this handy copying pro- 
cedure, there are no further changes to 
be made to the formulae. The result is a 
whole column of final marks, ready to 
be transferred onto those report cards. 

Before those reports go out. how- 
ever, there are a few finishing touches 



to add. Information, such as the average 
mark and the top mark in the class, 
would be a very useful addition to the 
spreadsheet. 

To find out the average final mark, 
the formula AVERAGE (H6...H17) is 
entered into C22. The maximum mark 
is found by entering the formula 
MAX(H6!..H17) in cell C23. 

So now, not only docs the teacher 
know exactly what final marks to give 



to each student but. it is also possible to 
tell at a glance how an individual stu- 
dent is performing, compared to the rest 
of the class. 

This is a system which can be relied 
upon, year after year, to work out the 
sums. However, the classroom is by no 
means the most typical environment for 
Cracker. The next example takes a look 
at how Cracker fares out in the big wide 
world of high finance. 
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Cashing in the chips 



This spreadsheet makes it all too clear that the cash supplies are 
dwindling. Negative numbers are the ones shown in brackets 
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Cracker II helps the aspiring entrepreneur sort out a solution. A 
cheaper loan and longer repayment terms could be the answer 



The most crucial time for the small 
business is right at the beginning, in 
those first few months. For anyone in 
this situation, a PCW can really make 
the difference, especially when the 
spreadsheet Cracker II is on the agenda. 

Since most enterprises start out 
armed with huge amounts of enthusiasm 
but not alot of cash, the most important 
question is, will the business survive? 
There is no better time to enlist the help 
of a spreadsheet such as Cracker II. 

Take Mr Cruise, who is just setting 
up as a driving instructor. At this early 
stage, he has many important decisions 
to make. He's seen the car of his 
dreams, but can he really afford it? How 
much should he charge his pupils and 
will he have to work all hours of the day 
and night, just to make ends meet? 

Mr Cruise has the right idea. He has 
completed a cashflow forecast, using the 
Cracker II spreadsheet, to estimate 
where he will be in three months' time 
(see our first screenshot on this page). 

Unfortunately, with an overdraft of 
£625 accumulated in a mere three 
months, the outlook doesn't look too 
bright. What Mr Cruise now has to do is 
come up with some alternatives, or for- 
get his dream of a small business. 

The good thing about his cashflow 
forecast, is that it allows him to experi- 
ment. There are some factors which he 
can change, such as the repayment time 
on his loan, and some which he cannot. 
Take a look at the last screenshot to see 



Sign 
language 

As with most 
spreadsheets and 
mail merge pro- 
grams. Cracker 
uses the * to denote 
multiplication and 
the / slash to signify 
division. 
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And here is how it all fits together. This cash forecast allows the budding businessman make 
fine adjustments to his business plans, by splitting up the cashflow into all of its 
relevant components. They are positioned at the top of the screen for easy access 



how the decisive factors, such as the 
value of the car loan, or the number of 
hours worked per week, are incorpo- 
rated into the forecast. 

Have you seen the forecast? 

The figures entered into the SALES line 
are calculated from the figures in B3 
and B4. These represent the price per 
lesson, and the number of lessons per 
week. (The <1>. incidentally, refers to 
the order of calculation, and is put in 
automatically by Cracker itself.) 

The figures, visible in the line 
entitled FIXED COSTS, represent the 
monthly repayment of a car loan. This is 
calculated by adding the original value 
of the loan to the total interest payable 
on the loan. This is then divided by the 
number of monthly payments. The 
entire calculation is represented by the 
formula. (BS+B9I/B7. 

The total interest ( given in location 
B9) is calculated using the formula, B7 / 
12 * B6 % B5. This converts the repay- 
ment time from months into years (B7 / 
12) and then multiplies this by 10% of 
the original loan. (B6 % B5). 

So how does this help Mr Cruise? 
The main advantage is that he is able to 
forecast the outcome of making some 
detailed changes. For example, he can 
instantly assess the benefits of buying a 
cheaper car. or having a longer repay- 
ment period for his loan. He could even 
try working longer hours, or charging 
his customers more money. 

Sunny spells 

Let's try the option of a cheaper car 
over a longer repayment period. To 
perform the change, all Mr Cruise needs 
to do is zoom over to the locations B5 
and B7 and change the values to 5000 
and 18 respectively. 

This gives Mr Cruise 18 months to 
pay back £5000. The second screenshot 
shows the transformation in Mr Cruise's 
struggling finances. 

Luckily, for our aspiring 
entrepreneur, this scenario exhibits a 
steady profit. After three months, there 
is a total of £600 in his bank balance. 
This provides a safe profit margin to 
work within. 

Further juggling of the figures 
could reveal exactly how many lessons 
Mr Cruise needs per week, in order to 
break even. In fact, the answer is a 
mere 24 hours of tutoring. With the 
help of Cracker II, the forecast 
comes out bright and sunny, after all. # 
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3 V 2 " DISC DRIVE 

only £79.95 + £3.00 p&p 

* £4.50 p&p for POST OFFICE guaranteed NEXT DAY DELIVERY * 
PHONE IN YOUR CARD NO. TODAY - RECEIVE YOUR DRIVE TOMORROW 



The normal internal 3" B drive does everything our external 
31/2" B drive does except :- it won't allow you to buy discs at 
75p each to read/write to PC formatted discs. And you 
definitely can't buy it for less than £80. Our top brand TEAC 
drive needs no extra power supply and is very easy to connect 
to the 8256, 8512 and 9512 computers via a single ribbon cable. 
Housed in its sleek white metal case it measures just 17 x 11 x3 
cms and is supplied with full step by step fitting instructions. 

3 V 2 " Discs 10 for £7.50 



MOONSTONES 2 IN 1 PCW/PC FILE TRANSFER 

£49.95 OR £39.95 when bought with a drive 

This powerful utility enables the free transfer of files to and 

from PC Computers and compatibles. Reads, writes and even 

formats MSDOS discs on the PCW. 8256 and 8512 only. 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE - £24.95 

Turn your 8256 into an 8512 with our easy to fit upgrade 
kit. Full fitting instructions supplied. 



COMPACT MICROS 

177 Sunnyside Lane, 
Otley Road, Bradford BD3 0JB 
Tel 0274 640589 (tech 636652) 

Trade enquiries welcome 






PCW-PC FLOPPY 
DISK DRIVE KIT 

Following the release of LocoScript PC, 

Amstrad PCW users wishing to upgrade to a 

PC or compatible are asking 

Can I transfer my existing data from my 

PCW computer to my new PC compatible? 

THE ANSWER IS YES! 

TIMATIC SYSTEMS offer a unique kit which will 
allow you to connect a standard Amstrad FD4 second 
720K disk drive to your PC or compatible and allow 
transfer of data from the full range of Amstrad CP/M- 
LocoScript machines. The simple to use kit allows 
you to connect the drive (as if it were a Standard 
external floppy disk) to most machines that have a 
normal PC type floppy controller and suitable cables. 

Software is provided with all versions of the kit to 
allow AUTOMATIC DETECTION of which Amstrad 
disk format you are .eading, making the kit very 
simple to use. The kit will allow you to READ and 
WRITE files from both CP/M and Locoscript. 



Timatic Systems Ltd., 7 Palmerston 
Business Park, Newgate Lane, Fareham, 
Hampshire, P014 1DJ. fpa 

Telephone (0329) 239953 - 236727 tiJ 

Fax (0329) 237051 for Sales and MasterCard/Visa Orders 



The essential purchase for 
your PCW is now even better 



The 50,000-selling Mini Office 
Professional has now been upgraded - 
and it's better than ever. All the new 
features of the Plus version arc included, 
apart from the Spelling Checker and 
Thesaurus modules. 

So now you can import and export 
Ascii files to and from the database and 
spreadsheet modules, print out to 
almost any printer - including 24-pin 
printers, and create and save logon 
sequences in the communications 
module and store numbers in the auto- 
dial phonebook. 

Like Mini Office Professional Plus it 
includes a new manual, the All-in-One 
Business Computing book (worth 
£1 1.95) and a six-page reference card. 

Word processor. Database, Spread- 
sheet, Graphics and Communications 
- all for an unbeatable £39.95 




Code: 5203 



Transfer any picture 
to your PCW screen 



With MasterPack you can take any 
printed image and within minutes see 
it appear like magic on your PCWs 
screen! Simply plug the interface into 
the back of your computer, clip the 
optical scanner into the printer head, 
feed any picture or logo through the 
printer and select the Scan option in 
the software. 

If you use a desktop publishing 
package it's an absolute must -you can 
now create your own clip art! 
MasterPack incorporates the award- 
winning MasterScan and the powerful 
MasterPaint art program. 

'Innovative ... incredibly versatile and 

useful ...and excellent value for money' 

-Amstrad PCW 

Digitised magic for just £79. 95 



DATABASE SOFTWARE 




Code: 5032 



Please send mc product code number(s) 

□ I enclose a cheque payable to Database Software 
O Please debit my Access/Visa/Conncct card number 

Add £2 per program for Europe & Hire (£5 Overseas) 

1 Expiry dale: I / 



Name 



Address 



Postcode 



Send to: Database Direct, FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port, 

South Wirral L65 3EB. 

Access/Visa orders: Tel: 051-357 1275 



Backup 



Data Protection Act 

Has losing data ever got your back up? Rob Ainsley looks at a new utility 
guaranteed to keep those valuable files - and your peace of mind - intact 



Get your 
order in 



BACUP (the British 
Association of Cancer 
United Patients) can 
be located at 121-123 
Charterhouse Street, 
London EC1M 6AA. 
Until such times as 
their telephone hotline 
is established, they 
advise you to write in 
with your order. 
Don't Forget to state 
which type of PCW 
you own. 

Meanwhile, the associ- 
ated Dave's Disc 
Doctor Service (they 
will rescue data from 
your corrupted 3" 
discs) can be con- 
tacted on 0892 835974. 




Backup 



Pluses 

• Easy to use 
Foolproof 
Can be very 
good for LocoScrlpt 
2 users 
A Good cause 



Minuses 

T Does nothing that 
PIP can't do for free 

T Limited use to 
LocoScript 1 users 

▼ Expensive really for 
what it does 



Ease of use j 

Documentation i, 
Features 1 

Performance L. 

Value verdict 14/20 
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Backup 

£19.95 • BACUP Trading Co. 
(See margin note) 

It's anyone's guess as to how many 
artistic masterpieces have been lost 
because the author didn't keep a copy. 
You can imagine a distressed Samuel 
Taylor Coleridge in 1798 muttering: 
"Damn! A missing address mark in 
track 0. and this the only damn 
LocoScript disc with my Kubla Khan 
poem on it..."; or perhaps a horrified 
Franz Schubert thirty years later, realis- 
ing he's just reformatted the second half 
of his only disc with the score of his 
Eighth Symphony... 

Failure to keep backups - i.e. copies 
-of your precious data discs will result 
in disaster sooner or later. Discs can 
suddenly become unreadable without 
warning and if you don't have an up-to- 
date backup, it can mean hours of work 
down the drain. The prevention is obvi- 
ous - take new copies of all your impor- 
tant files or discs at the end of each 
PCW session. The trouble is that, like 
washing up. it's too easy to not be both- 
ered about doing it. 

The finishing touch 

You already have a start-of-day disc - 
the one that runs up LocoScript for you. 
or CP/fvl or BASIC or whatever. This 
program comes on an end-of-day disc, 
that guides you carefully through the 
process of making backups. When 
you've finished for the day. simply reset 
the machine with [SHIFT] | EXTRA] 
|EXIT|. insert the Backup program disc, 
and let it do the rest. The team behind it 
- Dave Smith and company - have for 
years been rescuing data from people's 
faulty discs and giving the money to 
BACUP. the cancer charity. All the 
profits for this program also go to 
BACUP. so it"s a worthwhile cause pro- 
duced by a very reliable and experi- 
enced team. 

Nevertheless, to be worth £20 it has 
to do a lot more than the backup facili- 
ties built into the PCW software you 
already have. It's a simple matter to 
keep copies of files using LocoScript 's 
Copy command, [f3| in the disc man- 
ager, or even the facility in LocoScript 2 
to copy whole discs using [12]. If you 
fancy dabbling in CP/M. you can use 
PIP to copy files and. using a command 
such as PIP M:=A:*.*[a]. copy only 
files that have been edited since the last 
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use of the command - 
very handy since you 
don't have to wait 
for all the files on the 
disc to be copied, just 
the ones that need 
backing up. 
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Rank and file 

So what does Backup 
give you? Well, it's 
much easier to use 
than PIP. and works 
with a LocoScript-like system of key 
presses ([f 1 ]. |l"5| and so on) and menus. 
It will select itself either file-by-file 
copying, or whole disc copying - 
whichever is more efficient. You can 
choose various options such as copying 
LocoScript limbo files or choosing a 
two- or three-disc backup system. Only 
files that have been changed are copied 
in file-by-file copying. 

The program has been well thought 
out and seems foolproof: you can switch 
from a two- to a three-disc backup sys- 
tem midstream, for example. Also, 
unlike DISCKIT or LocoScript 's disc 
copiers, it is impossible lo get source 
and destination discs mixed up (a com- 
mon cause of ruined discs) because 
Backup keeps track of which is which. 

Menus are clear and procedure is 
reasonably logical and straightforward. 
The manual is thorough and compre- 
hensive, if a little daunting at first 
glance for a beginner, perhaps. 

It goes into great detail about the 
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Backup's screens walk you through the whole copying process. 
Clear, no-nonsense displays inform you of each stage 



"grandfather-father-son" method of 
keeping three copies of each data disc, 
where the grandfather becomes the new 
son. son becomes father and father 
becomes grandfather at each end of day 
session (grandparent-parent-child would 
be better given the mixed PCW owner- 
ship, you would have thought). 

The only doubts are whether, at 
£20. you'll think it worth the invest- 
menl. This can't really do anything that 
you can't do yourself in LocoScript or 
PIP after five minutes with the manual. 
(It also isn't much use for LocoScript 1 
users, as the makers quite openly admit, 
because Backup can't recognise 
whether a Loco 1 file has been edited or 
not since the last backup was made). 

Ii does add some security, though, 
so if you have had trouble with making 
copies of discs before or don't feel con- 
fident at using PIP or LocoScript 2's 
[f2] this is for you. It is, after all. a very 
well constructed and reliable program 
and is all in a good cause. • 



DESKING Three 

A COMPACT & ERGONOMIC WORKSTATION FOR YOUR PCW. 

Organising your PCW or PC 
is not easy. Either it takes 
over your desk or you just 
don't have enough space 
for everything. 
DESKING Three will take 
your PCW 8256/8512/9512 
complete with Printer & 
Paper in one mobile compact 
unit packed with ergonomic 
and safety features. 

• Keyboard VDU & Printer all 
independently height 
adjustable 

• Roll-out keyboard for comfort 

• Slide-out printer shelf 

• Paper tray & catcher 

• Cable tidy system 

• Lockable castors 
DESKING Three is finished in 
dual tone satin grey to match 
your PCW and will usually be 
delivered directly to you within 
48 hrs at our special price of just 

FREE DELIVERY applies to mainland UK, other locations by agreement. 

ORDERING: CALL our 24 Hour HOTLINE NOW 

0993-883277 




£139 



PLC GOVT EDUCATIONAL & DEALER ORDERS 
WELCOME OR SEND PAYMENT TO- 
OT FAX 0993 883333 




Rook»ry Court Chun* Hanboroug* 
Oxford OX7 2AB 0M3-U1912 



OUR FREE CATALOGUE SHOWS A 'FULL RANGE OF COMPUTER 
FURNITURE, PRINTER SILENCERS & AMGARD SCREEN FILTER 




A Complete 
Service in 

Computers & 
Software. 



Miles Better Software 
219/221 Cannock Road, 
Chadsmoor, Cannock 

Staff ordshire.WSH 2DD 

Telephone: 

(0543) 466577/8/9 



Word Processing 



ProlcM omce J27.9S 

Ucofonl Set 2 £13.95 

Locokcy X14.9S 

Locoscrlpt 2 £24.00 

Locoscrlpt 2 t Locospcll2 £33.00 

locospell2 £18.70 

Locomall 2 £27.00 

Locofont £17.50 

24 Pin Drlvm 8256/8512 £21.00 

24 Pin Drivers 9512 £21.00 

TaswordSOOO .£17.95 

TasspellSOOO £11.95 

New Word II £74.95 



Databases 



Maslerlllc 8000 £30.00 

Datastorcll £27.00 

Locollle 8256/8512 £27.00 

Locoflle95I2 £27.00 

Loconlc * Locomnll £46.00 

D-I1ASE II £69.95 



Utilities & Program Development 



Datafax £32.95 

Easy Ubrller 8256/8512 £29.00 

Easy Utacllrr 9512 £29.00 



Desktop Publishing / Graphics 



Kcmpslon AMX Mouse £69 .95 

AMX Compatible Mouse £49.95 

AMX Slop Press £36.40 

AMX Slop Press » Mouse £70.00 

AMX Desktop . Mouse £62.00 

Desktop Publisher 4 Mouse £62.00 

Micro Design II £47.95 

Master Scan ..£63.00 

Desktop Publisher £24.95 

Master Pack £67.00 

TASSlgn £14.95 



Integrated Packages 



Mini Office Professional £29.95 

Plan It £15.00 

Business Controller £54.95 



Hlsou Pascal 80... 
Hlsofl Devpac 8 
Hlsoft Knifes PI 
Lorollnk 



...£32.95 
....£16.95 
..£22.95 



Super TVpe £19.95 

Mallard Basic £9.1 



Scratchpad Plus 



J.95 
. £39.95 



Agenda 



32K Agenda - £115.00 

64K Agenda £130.00 

32K Card - £35.00 

Parallel Lead £25.00 

Serial Lead 



ABC Basic £22.00 

English/French £22.00 



Hardware 



Star LCIO Printer £175.00 

Star LC200 Pnnler £259.00 

Star LC24-200 Printer £319 00 

Agenda Hand Held £199.00 

Alan Portfolio..... £199.00 



New ALT Laptops & 

Generation 3 machines 

now available 



Accounting 



Spreadsheets 



Supercalc2 £52.00 

Cracker II £39.00 

Hands On Supercalc £19.95 



Vllal Income Processor £32.95 

Pocket Cash Trader £18.95 

Accounts Plus £102 00 

Popular Accounts £69.00 

Invoicing £48.00 

Payroll < £48.00 

Money Manager PCW £34.95 

Personal Tax Planner £18.95 

Sloekmarkcl £29.95 

SBACash £45.00 

Monevware Accounting Plus. Plus 1.2 £225 00 



Just a selection trom our vast range ot computer software 

All goods sent within 24 hours. All prices Include VAT and Delivery. 

Please make cheques, postal orders payable to: 

"Miles Better Software" 

Access/Visa orders please phone tor immediate dispatch 
Visitors Welcome 



Hold the front page! 



Stop Press is the ideal desktop publish- 
ing package for home enthusiasts, 
schools, societies and small businesses. 
Stop Press makes it simple to create 
professional newsletters, leaflets, forms 
and flyers- in fact anything where text 
and graphics are required, placing you 
right at the heart of the desktop pub- 
lishing revolution. 

You can import digitised and 
scanned images from products like 
MasterScan and the Rombo Vidi Dig- 
itiser, or create your own graphics with 
the built-in tools including the excel- 
lent zoom facility -and even create pie 
charts, histogramsand line graphswith 
ease. 

'Fulfills all my wishes and more' 
-Your Amstrad PCW 

Become your own publishing baron 
with Stop Press -and start the presses 
rolling! 

STOP PRESS £49.95 

STOP PRESS with 

mouse and interface £89. 95 




Code: 5052 
Code: 5053 



Make headline news! 



Unleash the graphics potential of your 
PCW with The Desktop Publisher- the 
cheapest page-makeup package for the 
PCW. Design flyposters, adverts, letter- 
heads, company reports and much 
more. Enter text directly or load a file 
created using LocoScript or any other 
word processor. Add text in any size 
using any of the 15 fonts included on 
the disc. Draw lines, boxes, triangles, 
ellipses, circles and fill areas using any 
of 16 patterns. Preview the finished 
page in miniature then print out in 
top-quality mode or use the faster draft 
mode. 

'Tremendous value for money' 
-8000 Plus 

The Desktop Publisher £29.95 

The Desktop Publisher 

with mouse and interface £79.95 



DATABASE SOFTWARE 




Code: 5019 
Code: 5020 



Please send me product code number(s) 

□ I enclose a cheque payable to Database Software 
D Please debit my Access/Visa/Conncct card number 
Add £2 per program for Europe & Eire (£5 Overseas) 

I Expiry date: I / 

Name 



Address 



Postcode 



Send to: Database Direct, FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port, 

South Wirral L65 3EB. 

Access/Visa orders: Tel: 051-357 1275 




Tools of the 
trade 
Tweezers, 
1/2 inch bristle 
paintbrush, 
vacuuming 
equipment (either 
u low-voltage 
cleaner, or a modi- 

ed domestic onel. 






Cleaning 



osts 

me - fifteen m 

u month; 
eezerSi £1.10; 
inthrush, £2.2 
Ihiftsipe. 57p. 
II the equipment 
involved can he n- 
d, so that the total 

ndituie for 1 
r's printer cl 
iih comes in :it li 

than £4.00. 




Print Condition 

Keith Pomfret shows you how to prolong the active life of your 
printer with a simple but effective programme of regular maintenance 



After the keyboard, the printer is 
the part of the PCW that takes 
the most consistent hammer- 
ing. Unlike the keyboard, the 
parts of the claltery dot matrix printer 
attached to the 8256 and 8512 receive 
stressful but constant loads. 

The keyboard does not escape 
lightly either, having to withstand the 
rigorous treatment of touch (and thump) 
typists: it is. however, quite a resilient 
and sturdy beast. 

The printer suffers constant stress 
and strain. It is often required to per- 
form consistently for long periods of 
lime if lengthy reports and documents - 
or even that first novel - are to be 
printed out. 

It sits alongside the PCW week 
after week, doing its job without com- 
plaint. But like any other mechanical 
device, it is subject to wear and tear and 
the effects of dirt and dust. 



To be sure that your printer lasts as long 
as the rest of the PCW and continues to 
function in fine order, here's a monthly 
routine that will pep up the printer's 
performance and guard it against the 
rigours of everyday usage. 

The dot matrix printer is attached to 
the back of your computer by the rib- 
bon cable and power cable. It is a not a 
very sophisticated piece of equipment, 
and there are no complicated electron- 
ics to go wrong. It is a simple printing 
engine and all the intelligent things are 
handled by the computer. With the lid 
and ribbon removed, you can see. and 
indeed, have access to all of its compo- 
nent parts. 

If you've had your printer for some 
time, the inside will probably be coated 
with a fine film of dust. This occurs 
with the repetition of the print head hit- 
ting the paper. Ever)' time it does, the 
impact loosens paper dust which 




The liny pins inside the print head are belter left in the hands of the experts when it 
comes to cleaning. However, you can quite safely clean the exterior with a soft cloth 
and a dab of white spirit. You can also ensure thai Its life Is preserved by taking better 
care of the other parts of the printer which come into contact with it on a regular basis. 



steadily accumulates. Excessive build- 
up inhibits the movement of both the 
print head and the carriage. The regular 
removal of such debris will help pro- 
long printer life and prevent the need 
for costly repairs. The good news is that 
DIY printer maintenance is easy to do. 
and requires only a few simple tools. 

First, a word about the print head. 
This is the device that sits on a pair of 
rails, butts up to the paper cylinder and 
is connected to the frame of the printer 
by a flexible copper coloured ribbon. It 
consists of a linear matrix of tiny pins 
which form characters on the paper by 
being 'fired' at the ribbon and imprint- 
ing a dot of ink on the paper. 

It is manufactured to fine tolerances 
and cannot be serviced in the home. But 
it is a resilient piece of machinery and. 
if the rest of the printer is looked after, 
should perform adequately for all of the 
printer's working life. 



The print head is a robust mechanism. 
But it cannot stand up indefinitely to 
maltreatment. So you can ignore hints 
for re-inking ribbons such as: "Mix one 
part Fairy Liquid with four parts endors- 
ing ink and stand the printer ribbon in 
the mix overnight". 

That advice was culled straight from 
the help pages of a computer magazine! 
In simple terms, the best way to assure 
the longevity of your printer is to avoid 
this sort of risk. It can only cost you 
money in the long run. Use only replace- 
ment ribbons, bona-fide re-inking ser- 
vices or, if you want to tackle the job 
yourself, proper re-inking fluid. 

Don't be afraid to ask a re-inking 
service about their product Proper 
printer ink contains pigment to give it 
colour, a lubricant such as silicon to 
lubricate the print heads and various 
other necessary ingredients. 

If you had a car that ran on four 
star, you wouldn't put two star in it. 
Using one of these supposed money 
savers would be the equivalent of trying 
to run it on a mixture of diesel oil, can- 
dle wax and coal dust. Imagine what 
that would do to your engine. Short-cuts 
to ribbon maintenance have the same 
effect on your printer. 
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It is quite easy to gain access to the 
inside of your printer. Simply take out 
the ribbon cassette, and lilt up - or better 
still, removethe plastic lid altogether. 
The print head, above the copper cable, 
needs to have as tree a passage as 
possible to (unction at its best. The silver 
coloured carriage rails which it sits on must 
be kept tree ot debris for this to happen. 
Wiping the roller with a soft cloth will help 
ensure that the paper is allowed to move up 
and down smoothly 
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OTo gain access to the inside of 
your printer, remove the lid and 
take the ribbon cassette out. Put both to 
one side. Gently slide the print head as 
far to the left as it will go. Look at the 
place where the carriage carrying the 
print head sits on the rails. Any dirt and 
dust can be removed by using a pair of 
small tweezers. 

g\ Next, slide the print head carriage 
™ 10 the right, paying special atten- 
tion to the toothed rubberised belt as 
the print head moves. Again, remove 
any debris with the tweezers. 

©Check that the copper ribbon is 
able to move freely without snag- 
ging anything during the left-right 
travel of the print head. With the print 
head over to the right of the carriage, 
check its left hand side for dirt and 
dust, using the tweezers to remove any 
significant deposits. 



©Most of the moving parts on the 
printer can be freed of grime in 
the same way. Pay special attention to 
the areas around the blue adjuster on 
the right of the. now. parked print head 
and operate the bail bar to check for 
any more accumulated debris. 

©Once you're sure that you've got 
all the superficial grime, dust ihe 
inside using the paintbrush. Always 
remember to dust away from moving 
parts. The idea is to remove anything 
which could gradually build up and 
block the mechanism. 



© 



Once this is done, you can extract 
the dust using a small low voltage 
vacuum cleaner, designed for close 
work of this kind. If you can't get hold 
of one of these, a slight modification to 
a domestic vacuum cleaner will have 
the same effect. Although the suction 
from a carpet orientated vacuum 



cleaner is much greater than is needed 
for a delicate job like this, you can con- 
trol the level by blocking off the most 
of the end of the upholstery attachment 
pipe, and using your hand to carefully 
cover and uncover the hole. 

©Another alternative is to use a 
tacky pad which will pick up dust 
when it makes contact with the offend- 
ing surface. You can make one of these 
by sticking some double sided adhesive 
tape this around a small sponge (of the 
sort used for washing up), and gently 
dabbing it on the dusty areas. The only 
thing that remains is to put the ribbon 
back in. the lid back on and mark your 
diary for the same job next month. 

In total, this simple printer mainte- 
nance regime takes about fifteen 
minutes to carry out - a small price 
to pay for crystal clear output, and 
extended printer life. 
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Speakeasy 



Price and Prejudice 

To PC or not to PC? That is the question which most high-flying executives presume 
they know the answer to. Alec Rae considers the hazards of the costly PC upgrade 



Ask anyone what is the best selling point 
of the Amstrad PCW and they will prob- 
ably answer "the price". So it is sadly 
ironic that, when it comes to the office 
environment, probably nothing has been more 
limiting to the PCW than its cheapness (Sorry, 
Mr Sugar, lnexpcnsiveness). 

This is because it appears that the average 
British business executive considers the personal 
computer more in terms of an ornament than a 
working tool. Admittedly most managing direc- 
tors have only the vaguest idea what a personal 
computer can do. They know they have to have 
one (or at least their secretary has to have one). 
But beyond knowing that it can knock out a 
letter or two. surprisingly few top businessmen 
have taken the trouble to find out what it can do 
for them - or their business. To them it is a 
glorified typewriter. And that is why. of course, 
personal computers sit on the secretary's desk 
and not on the managing director's. 

If they can't justify the cost of a personal 
computer in terms of its use to the business, they 
might as well justify it to themselves in terms of 
aesthetics. It becomes a status symbol. 

Skin deep 

A computer has to look sleek, powerful and 
expensive to be acceptable. How else can you 
explain the fact that a supposedly sensible busi- 
nessman will insist on spending £2000 on an 
IBM compatible computer to knock out a few 
letters, when he could have a room full of PCW's 
(with printers, of course) for the same money. 

It's not that the PCW can't do the job. For 
word processing, it's excellent. For spreadsheets, 
it's more than adequate. 

Okay. When it comes to handling large 
databases, it has its limitations. But databases are 
strange creatures. When you don't have a com- 
puter at your disposal, they seem to be precisely 
the kind of software you can't manage without. 
When you are faced with keying in the thousands 
of entries needed to make an effective data bank, 
it suddenly doesn't seem half so important. In 
any case, big databases tend not to be used on the 
secretary's computer. They are usually hidden 
away somewhere in a back room. 

The same goes for desktop publishing or 
graphics packages. If they are used at all in a 
business setting, it's usually to create a notice 
saying "Happy 40th Birthday, Fred!" with a 
vaguely recognisable representation of three can- 
dles (they always get fed up after three and they 
never seem to grasp the notion of the Copy func- 
tion). A PCW could do that and. when the output 
is printed on a laser jet, you couldn't really tell 
the difference. 

The problem is. of course, that the old 
8000 series PCW does have a homely look about 
it. There arc none of the rakish lines, the 
go-faster stripes and the spoilers of. say, the 
Amstrad PC 2000 series. 




Alec Rae observes the eccentricity of the spendthrift 

company director. "The average business executive 

considers the computer in terms of an ornament" 

And worst of all - it only has a feeble green 
and black screen. Everyone knows the way a full 
colour screen will greatly enhance the production 
of internal memos. 

The 95 12 tried to look a bit more up-market, 
with its neatly tailored casing and regulation 
black and white screen. But by that time it was 
too late. Everyone knew PCWs for what they 
were. £400 computers. And who are you going to 
impress with a £400 computer? 

Speed is of the essence 

If asked why they persist in this illogical, 
spendthrift behaviour, businessmen usually chum 
out a well-worn response. The speed. The PCW 
just doesn't have the necessary speed. Now, I can 
type quite fast and yet I have never been able to 
type at faster rate than a PCW can cope with. 
Faster than my brain can cope with, perhaps. But 
I've never beaten the PCW. 

In fact I've never heard of anyone getting a 
'Typing too fast, slow down please' error mes- 
sage on the screen in front of them, coupled with 
a trail of smoke coming from the keyboard. 

Admittedly it may take four seconds longer 
to save a file on a PCW. So if a typist produces, 
say, 60 letters in a day, she has saved anything up 
to a whole four minutes by five o' clock. 
Virtually every program on the PCW takes per- 
haps a few seconds longer than a similar piece of 
software on a PC. But how many people are 
really so busy that these seconds make the slight- 
est bit of difference? Presumably the people who 
have no difficulty in justifying the purchase of an 
electric letter opener. 

The other argument is that 'the PCW is not 



IBM compatible'. This is from people who think 
that DOS is what you do if you have nowhere to 
sleep and that CP/M is a brain disease cows get. 

As someone who has to use both systems. I 
am more often disappointed in what the PC can't 
do than thrilled by its immense power. And as 
these business types do nothing but run software, 
how can they tell the difference? 

Virtually all the standard business software 
available for the PC is also available for the 
PCW - usually at a fraction of the price. 

It seems ironic that in a business based on 
logic, there are so many illogical decisions made. 
A PCW (or even a PC) would never make deci- 
sions that way. 

We have the technology... 

I was speaking recently to an editor of an in- 
housc newspaper for a major industrial group. 
Hearing he was planning to introduce desktop 
publishing, I asked how it was getting along. 
"Just signed the contract today," he said 
proudly. "£30,000. Mind you, I'm not convinced 
we will be able to use it to do the make-up on the 
paper. We're just going to sort out the word-pro- 
cessing side and then see about the desktop pub- 
lishing later." 

1 had to admit to feeling a little surprised 
because first of all I couldn't imagine how he had 
managed to spend £30,000 and secondly, because 
I felt that spending £30,000 on a system that he 
didn't know would work seemed a little like tak- 
ing £30,000 of the company's hard earned cash 
and putting it on a horse. 

Of course he had no trouble explaining how 
he had managed to get rid of the cash. Three of 
the latest generation IBMs with 40 megabyte 
hard discs had been acquired. Plenty of room for 
a word processing program and quite a few 
issues of the newspaper, it would seem. 

I wondered casually why he had chosen such 
powerful machines. "Multi-tasking" he replied. 
"How does that work" I asked innocently. 
"You can do two things at the same time." he 
explained patiently as if to a backward child. 

"You've got two keyboards and two screens, 
so that two people can type at the same time?" I 
suggested gingerly. 

"Well I don't know quite how it works but it 
is supposed to be first class," he decided. 

He then went on to explain that they were to 
be networked. This is in an office where they 
have to stretch anything up to six inches to pass 
discs from one desk to another. 

"What program are you using for the DTP?" 
I asked. "Aldus?" 

"No," he replied firmly. "It's the very latest 
one on the market" 

In retrospect, the most annoying thing is that 
I could have bought them three PCWs, a box of 
three inch discs and a laser jet printer, charged a 
£25,000 consultancy fee and still have saved the 
company money. There's always next time 9 
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"A powerful, versatile and highly professional tool" sooopms, September 1990 




THE WORD PRE- PROCESSOR 



• FOREWORD is the new program from 
Software Imperative, the people who 
brought you FLIPPER. Ifs a tool for writers: not 
just authors (though they'll certainly want a copy) 
but letter writers, report writers, sermon writers - 
in fact, anyone who works with words. 

FOREWORD bridges the gap between ideas 
and finished pieces of text. It 
helps you put your thoughts into 
words, without worrying where 
those words will fit on the page 
or what typeface they'll be in. 

"BUT I'VE ALREADY GOT A 
WORD PROCESSOR." 



FOREWORD isn't a word 

processor, nor is it intended to 

replace one. Word processors 

are tools for presenting text on 

paper, and most of them do this 

very well. FOREWORD is designed for the stage 

before this, the creative stage of writing where 

your ideas are still too vague or unstructured for 

normal word processing. That's why we call it a 

"word pre-processor". 

FOREWORD is specially designed to stop you 
getting bogged down in detail as your document 
grows. With a word processor, 
as soon as your text takes up 
more than a screenful you start 
losing that all-important "big 
picture" - the overview of your 
work that's the key to good 
writing. FOREWORD'S powerful 
"Hide" and "Show" functions give 
you back that overview. Even 
when you've typed in thousands 
of words you can still get a clear 
picture of your piece at the 
press of a key, collapsing the 
on-screen document down to its bare bones. 

FOREWORD also shuffles ideas around far 
better than a WP can. The "Move" function lets 
you pick up an idea and move it wherever you like 
within the document, regardless of how much text 
the idea comes with. There's no block-marking 
involved: whether ifs one sentence or a hundred, 
you can pick an idea up or put it down again with 
a single keypress. 

"SO WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I'VE CREATED 
MY TEXT?" 

Because FOREWORD doesn't deal with typefaces 
or layouts, you'll need to get your finished text 
into a word processor or DTP package before you 
can present it attractively on paper. Normally, 
transferring data from one program to another is 
a fiddly, time-consuming business, but 
FOREWORD makes the task quick and easy. • 

For one thing, there's no need to quit 
FOREWORD to use your word processor. 
FOREWORD is a pop-up program: it can share 




• A carefully designed menu system makes 
FOREWORD easy to learn and use. 



memory with Locoscript 2 or CP/M, hiding "in the 
background" until you summon it. Just hit SHIFT- 
ALT-EXTRA and in 1 second you'll be looking at 
the FOREWORD editing screen. Hit SHIFT-ALT- 
EXTRA again and 1 second later you'll be back in 
CP/M or Locoscript 2, exactly where you left off. 
Also, you don't have to save ASCII files in 
FOREWORD and import 
them into your word 
processor. FOREWORD'S 
"Transfer" function can 
force your text directly into 
a word processor 
document as if you were 
typing the words yourself. 
(Of course, if you find 
Transfer's 150-200 words 
per minute a little slow, 
FOREWORD is quite happy 
to save your text as ASCII: 
it supports two different kinds, plus a special 
format for WordStar and NewWord users.) 

SOUNDS COMPLICATED? 

Don't worry: FOREWORD has a carefully designed 

menu system you'll be able to master in minutes. 

Whafs more, FOREWORD supports all those 

special-purpose keys you're 
used to, like UNIT/PARA, 
WORD/CHAR and 
LINE/EOL. CUT and COPY 
trigger lightning-fast block 
operations, EXCH/FIND 
gives you speedy search 
and replace functions, and 
PTR summons the Printer 
menu. (We couldn't find 
anything for the RELAY key 
to do: FOREWORD 
reformats its paragraphs 

automatically, as fast as you can alter them.) 
FOREWORD'S even easy to install: it comes 

on a self-booting disk you can back-up and use 

immediately. No need to r — 

copy files or fiddle with 

PROFILE.SUBs - just switch 

the machine on, pop 

FOREWORD in the drive and 

ifll load automatically. 

VITAL STATISTICS: 

FOREWORD has a fast, 
accurate word-counter, can 
edit up to eight documents 
at once, and has no 
maximum file size. It takes 
a minimum of 112K of RAM, 
and a maximum of 2 
Mbytes - the most a PCW 
can be fitted with. 

FOREWORD is fully 
compatible with Locoscript 




• Writing for print? Then you'll appreciate 
FOREWORD'S fast, accurate word counter. 



v2.16 onwards (including LocoSpell, LocoFile etc), 
and with all legal CP/M programs. To run 
FOREWORD you'll need a PCW with at least 51 2K 
of memory. FOREWORD supports all SCA and 
Isenstein memory add-ons. For use with FLIPPER 2 
PLUS, and with non-legal CP/M programs like Mini 
Office and Microdesign II, extra memory is 
essential. (FOREWORD won't work with earlier 
versions of FLIPPER, but you can upgrade these 
for free if you order FOREWORD at the same time.) 

FOREWORD DOES NOT SUPPORT: 

• File passwords and file time/date stamping; 

• Foreign-language keyboards; 

• Hard drives; 

• Printers on external serial/parallel interfaces 
(though the 9512's built-in parallel port is fine); 

• Single-density or single-sided B: drives (though 
720K 5'/4" or 3'/2" drives are okay). 

DON'T FORGET: 

We still sell the absolutely essential FLIPPER 2 
PLUS. This is the only utility that lets you split 
your PCW between CP/M and Locoscript 2 (or 
between two lots of CP/M - or even between two 
lots of Locoscript 2, if you've got the memory). 
In as little as two seconds FLIPPER 2 PLUS 
can whisk you from one side to the other, without 
losing your place. Why reboot every time you 
need to get between CP/M and Locoscript 2? 
FLIPPER 2 PLUS can do the job quicker and 
better. (FLIPPER 2 PLUS requires at least 512K of 
RAM, and is fully compatible with SCA and 
Isenstein memory addons.) 




Software Imperative, 11 Chapel Row. Queen Square, Bath, 
Avon, BA1 1HN, proprietor A.J. Wilton, tel (0225) 425315. 



; Please send me: • 8 

j □ FOREWORD - 1 enclose a cheque/PO for £39.95 

I D FLIPPER 2 PLUS - I enclose a cheque/PO for £29.95 

j □ FOREWORD AND FLIPPER 2 PLUS - I enclose a cheque/PO for 

j £64.90 (save £5) 

| Please upgrade the enclosed FLIPPERfFLIPPER 2 master disk to FLIPPER 2 PLUS: 

j D I enclose a cheque for £5.00 

! D I've ordered FOREWORD above, so I'm entitled to a free upgrade 

! Prices include UK postage and packing and VAT. Please make all cheques 
I payable to Software Imperative. 

i Name 



Address 



Postcode 



Mall this coupon to: 

Software Imperative. 11 Chapel Row, Queen Square, Bath, Avon, BA1 1HN 



All trademarks acknowledged. 




MARGIN MAKER MM3" 



Lo^s paper! NO GUESSWORK, FIDDLE or SKEWING! lust SPEED & 
ACCURACY! For PCW 8256/8512 printers. Improves print-out QUALITY 
& Rate! Permits use of 100gms, letterheads, forms, etc. SAVE paper & 
time. Easy to fit, adjust, use. .^3. Only £12.50 

THE best add on for the PCW!" "Don't k -row how I managed withoutMmr Superb 
product, exceptional value! "Best buy I hat made!" "Excellent!" "Totally invaluableF 

"Maxa#=-it", for PCW 9512 and 85% of all impact printers is the 
Office/professional model'. Phone for details £35. 50 

"Invaluable aid!" "A/ora/ir is of the highest quality." "Extremely deighted!" "Very accu- 
rate, an excellent accessory!" "Immediately impressed!" "A real boon!" 

SOFTWARE ALSO AVAILABLE 

Money Manager PCW (all models) Great features! Very easy!£39.95 

Micro Design 2 (all models) Impressive DTP package! £42.50 

Prices Incl. VAT &p + p. Buy two* items* ge!5X otfthc total! 



T 



2? (0784) 452677 S 

Service 0900 to 2100 hrs. Seven days. 



'Simpell Solutions' 



o 



Dept. 8 Box 121 Cresham Rd., Staines, Mx. TW18 2Aj. England. 

'bimprir. -Margin Makef and 'Maudf 4ie Trade Mark* ol C Ink Andren 



Com-Stax 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 

'Interesting solution thoughtfully designed' says 8000 Plus 



The new Com-Stax 8 Series is 
a unique stand that will 
stack your PCW 8256 or 8512 
plus your keyboard and printer in 
under a quarter ot a square 
metre of tloor space Its 
reclining monitor position 
and angled keyboard make 
(he PCW even more user 
friendly The Com-Stax is 
98 cm high. 41 cm wide 
and beautilully finished in 
durablegrey.white or black 
lacquer Ihe unit comes to 
you as a Hat pack kit which is 
easily assembled in minutes 
with the alien key provided 



THE PRICE: £35.00 

PLUS VAT £5.25 and P&P E4 70 
TOTAL £44.95 

TO ORDER: 

Post your cheque lor £44.95 together with your 

name and address and choice ol colour grey. 

white or black to: 

T.F.S COMSTAX LTD, FREEPOST 

CH ALFONT, ST GILES, BUCKS HPS 4BR 

TELESALES: 0240 73031 

FAX: 0240 771190 




v1%*S 



-anuiTjr'iori 



Mr Pick* now availabl* 
all Com-Stax unit*. 
.96 Including PIP 



PImm allow 28 days la delivery. The Com-Stax is a oopyright design patent applied lot 



H 




COMPUTER 
^^^ SERVICES 



Dept 8, Unit 13c Sunrise Business Park, 
Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7TE 



All prices INCLUDE DELIVERY - 

Just add VAT at 15%. Cheques/PO's with order 

or phone using our credit card hotline 

before 3pm for same day despatch 

(subject to availability) Acc 



(0258) 480660 <S9 



RIBBONS 



| ALL RIBBONS TOP QUALITY AND GUARANTEED 
IAMSTRAD £ per ribbon 

J 8256/8512 longlifc F 

1-8256/85 12 Colours F 

1 8256/8512 MS 

9512 longlifc F 

9512 Colours F 

9512 MS 

DMP2000/3000/3160 F 

DMP4000 F 

LQ5000 F 

Colours=Bluc. Red. Green, Brown (Fabric oriiy) 
AND Al SO 

Brother Ml 009/ 1224 F 

nlhrr Ml. 509/ 1709 F 

I Citizen 120D F 

Citizen Swlfl 24 F 

Commodore MI>S80 1 F 

Commodore MPS 1230 F 

EpsonMX/RX/FXIOO F 

Epson LX80/86 F 

Epson FX/MX/RX80 F 

Epson LQ800 F 

Epson LQ2500 F 

Epson LQ2550 F 

H.Packard D/Jct Can 

NEC P2200 F 

NEC P6+/P7+ F 

Olivetti DM 1 00/200 F 
[ Panasonic KXP 1080-83 

1090-92. 1124. 1180-90 F 

Panasonic KXP1 524-40 F 

Scikosha SP1200 F 

Star LC 10 F 

StarLC24-10 F 

SlarND/NR/NX15 F 

F=Fabric MS=Multlslrikc 

We have ribbons for 1000s of primers - If yours Isn't listed. give 

us a i .ill! 
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2+ 


5* 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


4.30 


4.09 


3.87 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


4.30 


4.09 


3.87 


2.95 


2.80 


2.66 


3.34 


3.17 


3.01 


4.70 


4.47 


4.23 


5.28 


5.02 


4.75 


only) 






3.47 


3.30 


3.12 


4.95 


4.70 


4.46 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


3.34 


3.17 


3.01 


3.43 


3.26 


3.09 


3.95 


3.75 


3.56 


2.47 


2.35 


2.20 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


3.64 


3.46 


3.28 


4.73 


4.49 


4.26 


5.30 


5.04 


4.77 


15.90 


15.11 


14.31 


4.95 


4.70 


4.46 


5.34 


5.07 


4.81 


3.43 


3.26 


3.09 


4.00 


3.80 


3.60 


6.90 


6.56 


6.21 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


3.44 


3.08 


2.92 


3.50 


3.33 


3.15 


5.71 


5.42 


5.14 



ase ask 



c 



DISKS 



3" MAXELL CF2 

5 £9.90 10 £18.90 



3" DISK STORAGE 
BOXES 



I Quality lockable boxes, smoke 
coloured lop. ami static and lockable 
30 capacity 8.48 
60 capacity 10.96 



SOFTWARE 




£ £ . 

Locoscrlpt 2 20.95 Locofont 1 16.951 

iLocoflle 24.95 I-ocofont 2 12.451 

lLocospcll2 18.95 P/whcelsdlsc 9512 12.451 

I Loco 2/Locospcll 28.95 9 pin driver 1 6.95 1 

lLocomail 26.45 24 pin driver 20.951 

I REMEMBER TO SPECIFY WHICH PCW YOU 
I ARE USING WHEN ORDERING SOFTWARE 



.AND ALSO 



[Copy Holder from 9.90 
Printer Stands from 8.95 
Screen flltersfrom 12.45 
3* Drive cleaner 4.30 
Ousi cover 8256 11.26 



Mouse ii i.it 
Mouse house 
Ribbon Refresh 
Envelopes 
Dust cover 9512 



I ' Dust covers arc 3 piece, pro. quality, machine washable 
I and treated with an anti-static inhibitor - the bestl 



CONTINUOUS 
PAPER 



Top quality fanfold paper. 
(M)= Mlcropcrforalcd 

per box ] 



11x9.5 

60GSM (M) 
70GSM (M) 
80GSM |M) 
90G&M IM) 
2 Pan NCR 



Qiy 

2000 
2000 
2000 
1000 
1000 



11.66x9.25 (A4) 
70GSM (M) 2000 

80GSM (Ml 2000 

90GSM (M) 1000 

2 Part NCR 1000 



16.38 
17.65 
19.30 
13.72 
21.14 

19.78 
23.38 
15.37 
32.45 



'. per box 

2* 5+ 

14.88 13.40 

16.15 14.91 

17.80 16.96 

12.22 10.54 

19.64 18.20 

18.28 17.20 

21.88 21.04 

13.87 12.19 

30.95 29.87 



COMPUTER 
LABELS 



AVI. KV LABELS - The best! 
■ Fanfold with tractor feed hole-. 
|aVAILABLE 1. 2 or 3 ACROSS PLEASE SPECIFY 
Price per 1000 
1000* 5000+ 10000+ 

£ £ 

4.25 3.04 

5.18 3.79 

4.55 3.26 

5.64 4.56 

8.18 6.00 
5.34 3.49 
6.39 4.50 

8.19 6.05 
|We also have a wide range of other labels 
• including disk labels, small labels and laser 
1 labels 



|2 3/4x 15/16 
|2 3/4x I 7/16 

13 l/2x 15/16 
|3 1/2 X 1 7/16 
|3 1/2 x I 15/16 

14 x 15/16 
|4 x 1 7/16 
I -I X I 15/16 




LocoLink 



The Missing Link 

Can the PCW and the PC speak the same language? Karen Donaghay 
shows you how you can use LocoLink to get them talking 



You may be happy with your 
PCW, but there are many other 
machines around. The time 
could come when you are con- 
fronted with an unfamiliar model and 
the chances are that the machine in 
question will be a PC. It is precisely 
this thought which prompted the arrival 
of LocoScript PC. which allows you to 
use a different machine with the com- 
fort of the familiar PCW LocoScript 
environment. 

As soon as you set up LocoScript 
PC you are in recognisable territory. 
Those easy-to-use menus are preserved 
in all their glory. 

However, for the long term PCW 
user, this familiarity does not com- 
pletely allay the sense of loss. Still 
missing is that large collection of docu- 
ments written on your PCW. 

There are several important reasons 
why you can't use PCW files on the PC. 
Not only does the PC use different sized 
discs (either 3.5 or 5.5 inch discs) but 
the formal of your PCW LocoScript 
documents is not the same as the format 
required by a PC LocoScript file. 

Clearly, this is not ideal for the 
installation of LocoScript files created 
on the PCW - or at least it wasn't, until 
LocoLink arrived. 

Bridging the gap 

LocoLink can help to cross the divide 
between the two versions of 
LocoScript. It allows you to transfer 
files from the PCW to the PC. where 
they can be used without further con- 
version. Not surprisingly, this can avoid 
a great deal of re-typing. 

The LocoLink package comes com- 
plete with all you need to make the 
transfer. There is a cable, with suitable 
attachments at either end. designed to 
run between the PCW interface card 
and the PC's parallel port. This takes 
care of the physical link between the 
two machines. The next step is to run 
the software. 

Two programs are needed before 
the transfer can take place - one to send 
the tiles from the PCW and one to 
receive them on the PC. The PCW side 
is provided with the LocoLink package. 
The PC version is found on the first 
LocoScript PC master disc. 
To start the transfer, the relevant pro- 
gram discs are put into the drives of 
each machine. 



To set the wheels in motion at the PCW 
end, the instruction LLPCW is typed 
in, followed by a description of the files 
you wish to transfer. 

This can be a complete disc, an 
individual LocoScript tile or even a par- 
ticular group. You can also specify 
types of files; for example. S*.* will tell 
the program to limit the transfer to 
those files which begin with the letter S. 

Code of practice 

At the PC end the instruction LLPC is 
typed in, followed by a description of 
where you want the files to be saved. ■ 
This can include both the disc you 
would like the files saved on to and also 
the destination directory. Directories are 
similar to the user groups of the PCW. 
The difference is that directories can 
have sub-directories, which in their tum 
can also have sub-directories and so on. 
This allows the creation of a highly 




Transfer your LocoScript files on to the PC 

with the help of these two discs. The 

LocoLink pack even includes the cable 

structured filing system, known as a tree 
structure. 

It may sound confusing but it 
doesn't have to be. Each user group on 
the original PCW disc will become a 
separate directory on the PC version, 
and they can be treated in much the 
same way. Imagine, for example, that 
you wished to transfer a whole 
LocoScript disc over to the PC. The 
disc you wish to transfer from is an A 
drive disc, and the destination is the B 
drive of the PC. At the PCW end you 
would type in LLPCW a:[RETURN]. 
and at the PC end you would simply 
type in LLPC b:\ I ENTER]. The files 



would end up at the top of the PC file 
structure, with each group becoming a 
new directory. 

Before the transfer actually takes 
place you are prompted to put the cor- 
rect discs into the drives. You then press 
the [RETURN] button on the PCW. and 
the [ENTER] key on the PC. You don't 
have to sit there desperately trying to hit 
the two buttons at exactly the same time 
- a pause of a few seconds won't do 
any harm at all. The transfer can be 
abandoned by typing in [CTRL] C at 
either end. LocoLink can avert any 
potential disasters by checking that you 
are not trying to overwrite any files 
already on the PC disc. 

Lost in limbo 

When an entire LocoScript disc is 
copied, the limbo files are ignored, so 
that only user groups to 7 are copied 
over. In the process of transferring a 
LocoScript file the format is changed so 
that it can be used by LocoScript PC. 

The only thing this conversion pro- 
cess doesn't undertake to do is to fill in 
the printer details for each file - quite 
simply because the PC can be used with 
many types of printers, so it is usually 
more convenient to fill in these details 
when you first edit the document. 

Another way in which LocoLink 
can be put to good use is for the transfer 
of CP/M files. This is achieved by typ- 
ing /C when the instruction LLPCW is 
first entered. In this case, all of the user 
groups (0 to 15) are transferred. This is 
only a useful exercise if the CP/M files 
in question are compatible with the soft- 
ware you are running on the PC. 

The safest option, of course, is to 
use a database such as LocoFile. Since 
LocoFile is also produced by 
Locomotive Software, there is a special 
command incorporated into the program 
for the transfer of datafiles from the 
PCW to the PC. The file is transferred 
as usual using LocoLink. It is then con- 
verted by an option available in 
LocoScript PC called, believe it or not, 
"Squash datafile'. 

Likewise, all other LocoScript add- 
ons, such as LocoMail documents and 
LocoSpell user dictionaries, can be 
made to fit the PC mould. 

Moving from one computer to 
another is a little like moving house - 
but with the use of LocoLink at least 
some of the furniture can go with you. 



One way ticket 

For the time being at 
least, LocoLink can 
only transfer in one 
direction. Any 
LocoScript tiles sent 
the other way will be 
complete!) unintelligi- 
ble to LocoScript on 
I he PCW. 



Fares, please! 

The cost of sending 
your PCW files on 
their journey to the 
unknown is £34.44 
(the price includes 
VAT). This includes 
the cable and disc. 
LocoLink is available 
from Locomotive 
Software on 0306 
740606 
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Icreen shots 

ovlding pictures of 
! U screens can pose 
problems. The cam- 
era must be able to 
focus close enough to 
the screen to nil the 
camera frame and 
le axis through "the 
is should be as 
near as possible at 90 
degrees to the centre 
of the screen to avoid 
distortion. This is 
much easier with a 
SLR camera. 
Room lighting should 
be switched off to 
prevent reflections 
and you should never 
use flash illumination 
ir this kind of shot. 




David Askham proves 
that to a busy editor a 
picture can be worth a 
thousand words. 



Imagine you have jusi received the 
latest issue of 8000 Plus and find 
that all the editorial features are 
made up entirely of words, with 
not a picture in sight. The magazine 
would immediately lose its appeal. 
Good pictures complement ihe text and 
help a reader, to understand what an 
author is trying to say. 

Freelance contributors are particu- 
larly well-placed to provide illustrations 
to accompany their work. However, 
many fail to provide editors with a 
selection of relevant pictures. 

What, a picture? 

The first step when considering your 
choice of photographic material is to 
assess the needs of both the editor and 
the publication. 

Life is made much easier for Ihe 
editor if contributors supply pictures as 
well as words, with both neatly dove- 
tailing and complementing each other. 

Photographs may be submitted 
either as colour transparencies or black 
and white prints. Although colour prints 
can be used, colour transparencies are 
much preferred because printers are 
equipped to get the very best results 
from colour reversal material. 

Ideally photographs should be 
sharp, correctly exposed with well-satu- 
raled colours and a good range of tones 
(it in monochrome), well composed and 
above all, relevant to the copy. They 
also score bonus marks if they have 




mn** 



Above: London at night. A good generic picture with plenty ol space around Big Ben to 
permit its use as a Iront cover, where over-printing is also required. 



Sunflowers. A wide-angle lens permits a 
telling close-up while preserving the mass 
of flowers in the field 
November 90 



impact. Some editors select a picture for 
the front cover from those illustrations 
provided for an inside feature. 

Decent exposure 

So. how do you go about capturing a 
sharp image? The process is influenced 
by two factors; Ihe first is a good quality 
lens, and the second, a steady hand 
when shooting pictures. Most modem 
cameras have extremely good lenses, 
Ihe result of computer-aided design and 
careful manufacture. Any lack of clarity 
can be attributed to focusing error or 
camera shake - the most likely cause of 
disappointing results. 

Camera-shake accounts for most 
unsharp photography, so it is worth- 
while practising holding your camera 
steadily when taking shots. Even better 
is to use a tripod whenever possible. 
The best way to polish and perfect tech- 
nique is simply to practice, and become 
at ease taking photographs. 

Correct exposure is essentially the 
consequence of effective automation in 
Ihe camera but. in some situations, 
adjustments can be made by the opera- 
tor to improve results, especially where 
lighting is tricky or directed towards the 
camera. Manual override of automated 
exposure settings calls for some skill 



and experience. Fortunately most mod- 
ern cameras give you good results in 
most situations. 

If in doubt, it is a good idea to 
bracket exposures by taking extra shots 
giving plus and minus a half or one 
whole stop ('{-number' or exposure 
value). Thus you will have several ver- 
sions of the important picture, each with 
a slightly different exposure. Then, you 
simply have to pick the best one. In 
difficult lighting this method is used by 
most professional photographers and is 
far cheaper then having to rephotograph 
the subject. 

Good composition, or how the ele- 
ments of a picture are best arranged, is a 
skill which has to be learned by the pho- 
tographer. Cameras cannot automati- 
cally select the best composition. A 
good rule is to simplify the components 
of every picture you lake and avoid 
placing important features near the 
edges of the frame. Aim for unity of 
interest and watch backgrounds. 

As far as the relevance of the pic- 
ture to the subject of the article is con- 
cerned, this is less of a photographic- 
skill and more one of judgment. At 
some point in the initial drafting of an 
article, potential images will often 
suggest themselves to you. 



lotography 



If profiling a person, ihen a good por- 
trait of the subject is certainly needed. 
This could be a simple "head and shoul- 
ders' shot, or one showing the person in 
the appropriate environment, possibly 
engaged in relevant activity. 

Hold the front page! 

Pictures used on the magazine's front 
cover must satisfy additional criteria. 
Sometimes pictures occupy the entire 
front cover and are over-printed with 
the magazine title and contents head- 
lines. The visual effect can become 
extremely confusing unless the back- 
ground picture has suitable blank areas 
to receive the title and other lettering. 
Of course life is much easier if a front 
cover picture is used, either in full or in 
part, without over-printing. Study your 
target publication to discover the edi- 
tor's or designer's preferences. 

With the magazine's designers in 
mind, photographs should also permit 
some flexibility for page layout. They 
should be capable of being trimmed, at 
least to a small degree, without losing 
their effect. You cannot assume that the 
designer will share your perception of 
how a picture is composed when the 
magazine page is laid out; by presenting 
a 'flexible' shot, you are enabling the 
designer to then tailor your works to his 
or her needs. 

Another sure way of achieving 
flexibility is to give editors a choice. 
Send more pictures than are strictly 
needed or are likely to be used. Offering 
a variety of portrait and landscape pic- 
ture shapes can make your contributions 
so much more welcome. 

Another requirement which occa- 
sionally arises is the need for a 'model 
release' (written permission, signed by 
the subject, for the pictures to be pub- 
lished in specified ways) when pictures 
of people are used in certain applica- 
tions. This seldom applies in the cir- 
cumstances we are discussing, but could 
apply if the photographs went on to be 
used out of context, such as in advertis- 
ing or promotional features. 

Camera consideration 

Choice of the 'hardware' to employ in 
producing your own photographic illus- 
trations is an important consideration. 

Photographic magazines specialise 
in technical reviews of cameras and 
lenses, and are a good source of advice 
if a round-up of the products on the 
market is what you require. 

Almost any camera can produce 
pictures suitable for publication. 
However some are definitely more flexi- 
ble than others. 

The chief considerations when 
choosing a camera are as follows; relia- 
bility, lens quality, the need for a paral- 
lax-free viewfinder (so that your pic- 
tures include all of the subject you stud- 
ied through your viewfinder), and the 
ability to focus the lens at short ranges. 
This can be critical when photographing 
a computer screen or small, detailed 
objects. Given a free choice, pride of 
place will probably be given to the 



modern 35mm single-lens reflex - or 
SLR - camera. It is very versatile, able 
to tackle most types of photography, and 
its ability to use zoom or interchange- 
able lenses makes it very flexible. 

A popular alternative is the modern 
35mm compact camera. There are many 
on the market ranging from simple 
fixed-focus models, to fully automated 
ones with built-in zoom or twin lenses. 
Avoid the simplest and cheapest mod- 
els: if funds permit, choose a model 
with at least automatic focus and expo- 
sure control. A built-in flash can be con- 
venient, but a separate flash unit which 
can be operated away from the axis of 
the camera lens is more useful. 

Finally, a word on the choice of 
film. The first decision is whether to 
shoot colour transparency or 
monochrome. Both have their place in a 
publication but be guided by your edi- 
tor. Ideally, shoot both colour and 
monochrome, although if you only sup- 



best results. With black and white you 
may have to search around to find a 
good processor, unless you are able to 
do it yourself. 

Colour processing is widely avail- 
able, but some laboratories are better 
than others. For consistently good 
results seek out a reliable, professional 
laboratory. 
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Above: Stained glass Viking. 
Transmitted lighting is vital when trying to 
show off the beauty of coloured glass to its 
best advantage. 

Top right: Spring in Apulia. This scenic shot 
lends itself to many applications and gives 
a designer scope to trim the picture for 
differing effects. The use of a figure in what 
is basically a landscape shot, also adds life 
to most photographs. 

Right: A good sunset (Watermouth, Devon) 
touches the emotions and has good impact 
if done well. Ideal for mood or ending a 
sequence. Again the picture can be cropped 
to either landscape or portrait format. 

ply colour slides the editor can convert 
transparencies into monochrome . 

Films are made with different 
'speeds', known as ASA or ISO ratings. 
You specify the speed you want when 
you buy your films. For the best results, 
judged by sharpness and lack of grain 
(visible as small dots when an emulsion 
is magnified), choose a slow or 
medium-speed film. A good all-round 
choice is ASA 100. particularly with 
35mm cameras. Slower films such as 
Fuji Velvia and Kodak Kodachrome are 
even better, giving optimum results pro- 
vided that lighting and subject move- 
ment permit. 

Quality processing is essential for 




So what is left to be done when you 
have your pictures'? First, carefully 
select the set of photographs you will 
send to the editors. You should have 
found out how many are needed. Each 
picture should be accurately captioned 
and listed in your manuscript. 

Remember to include your name 
and address on each photograph. 

Do not send colour transparences 
mounted in glass. Accidents can easily 
happen, fingers cut and priceless images 
can be damaged. 

Finally, aim to leave the editor 
wanting more of your work. It makes 
life easier when the editor can call on 
competent and reliable contributors. • 



Micro De 
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Drawing 
conclusions 

Micro Design II is 
the ultimate DTP 
program for the 
PCW as far as 
printout quality is 
concerned. It costs 
£59.95 and is avail- 
able from Creative 
Technology. For 
further information, 
call them on 
k 0889 567160. 
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Good Company 

Alec Rae and Micro Design walk you through those all-important first paces in 
putting together a corporate identity. This month he looks at logos ... 



All the big companies have a 
corporate image, so why 
shouldn't you? Well, probably 
because if you do it the proper 
way (agencies, top graphic designers, 
colour consultants, name finders and so 
on) it will cost you something in the 
region of £11!! million. 

Unless, of course, you have a PCW 
and Micro Design. In which case you 
can have a corporate image that will 
cost you a bit of imagination and a few 
hours work. 

And you don't need to be in busi- 
ness to want to create an image. It is 
amazing how all kinds of clubs and 
societies benefit from a professional 
attitude towards presentation. 
Everything from agendas to raffle tick- 
ets could be brightened up and made 
instantly recognisable by a simple logo. 

Or you might even want to create 
your own style for your personal corre- 
spondence. Again a simple logo at the 
top of your headed paper can say a lot. 
If you are not over-talented when it 
comes to graphic design, you may find 
it worth while to chat to a freelance 
designer to give you a start with some 
ideas. Then you can use your PCW to 
save you money by putting these ideas 
on to disc. By using a good logo and by 
sticking to a design plan you can cer- 
tainly create the impression of being 
both artistic and professional. 

I All or something? 

The first thing you have to decide is 
how ambitious you are going to be. Are 
you going to completely revamp your 
image or start in a small way and build 
things up gradually? 

You can start with simple decisions. 
Pick a colour or colours that you think 
would suit your company. This could 
simply be the ink that you use for the 
text and logo in your pre-printed litera- 
ture. Or you may want to pick a colour 
scheme for every aspect of your busi- 
ness, right down to the paint on the 
company van. 

Using coloured paper for a letter 
immediately gives an impression that it 
might take a long time to achieve in 
other ways. Certainly the coloured rib- 
bons that have become popular for the 
PCW usually look better printed on to a 
coloured page. 

Having said that, colour, like many 



design elements, must depend largely 
on the type of business you are running. 
Pink paper could well be suitable for a 
florist but might cause an unexpected 
reaction in a ready-mix concrete com- 
pany, for instance. 

White paper is usually a safe bet for 
most businesses, but may be thought 
unimaginative for. say a craft shop or a 
design consultant. Blues, greys, browns 
and ochres will give a business-like feel 
to your designs. 

It is most cost effective to pick one 
of the standard ink colours. Ask to look 
at the standard Pantone colours first ' 
(see margin note). These include yel- 
low, warm red. rubine red. rhodamine 
red, purple, violet, reflex blue, process 
blue and green. These are the colours 
that all the other shades are made up 
from. So by choosing one of these you 
should save yourself the cost of having 
a colour specially mixed. They should 
be the same whatever printer you go to. 
You could also pick one of the process 
colours - the ones that make up full 
colour printing - again avoiding mix- 
ing costs. These are cyan, yellow 
and magenta. 

Of course if money is not the main 
consideration, it may be worthwhile 
picking a distinctive mixed Pantone 
colour, which could give your literature 
a more distinctive feel. 

Pick a typeface 

Another easy way to create an immedi- 
ate visual impression is to pick a type- 
face. There are also great dangers in 
this. There are literally hundreds of dif- 



ferent faces to choose from. Micro 
Design alone can offer 20 faces (some 
are the same font at different sizes), 
from the standard Times Roman and 
Helvetica to the more exotic Broadway 
and Old English. 

These can be further adapted by 
using bold, italic, double strike, outline 
and reversed. If you are really keen, 
there is the opportunity to be even 
more original by adapting the fonts. 

If you're still not happy, there are a 
couple of extra discs, with enticingly 
named fonts such as Scribble, 
Outrigger. Calligraphica and Baghdad 
(strangely enough that one doesn't have 
the letters K, U, W. A, I or T). The main 
thing to remember when choosing a 
type face is that they do different jobs. 
A seraphed font like Times Roman (one 
with little blobs to mark the end of a let- 
ter) is the more readable while a 'sans' 
face like Helvetica (one without a ser- 
aph) is more modern and business like. 
Baghdad and Scribble may look impres- 
sive but they can be difficult to read if 
there is a lot of text. On the other hand 
they can be ideal for logos and letter 
heads. This is the first of a series of 
tutorials that will hopefully give you 
some ideas on how to brighten up your 
company literature, your club agenda or 
even your personal headed paper. The 
idea is to help you build up a design 
plan that you can apply to any piece of 
literature you want to produce. Making 
design decisions at the beginning gives 
a consistency to all your material and 
take much of the uncertainty out of 
print buying. 



What is a corporate image anyway? 



Corporate image is an expensive way of 
saying "instant recognition". It's the BP 
shell or the Esso tiger. Even the Levi red 
tag. Ifs a way of making anything that 
comes from your company instantly tied, 
in the customer's mind, with you and 
your products. 

Of course, it is much more than just 
a logo. Ifs a colour, a type style, a con- 
sistency of design - in fact a complete 
package, taking in everything you pro- 
duce, from the product label to the final 
demand, from the glossy brochure to the 
envelope label. 

The advantages are obvious. If your 



customer immediately recognises sales 
literature from your company, you have 
an Immediate advantage. 

But the costs are also just as obvi- 
ous. If you go to an advertising agency 
they will convince you that you need to 
have everything redesigned. Throw away 
all your letter heads and sales literature 
and start again. 

As this could represent two or three 
months turnover to many small busi- 
nesses (not counting the agency fee, 
which could cost 10 years turnover for 
many people) it is perhaps more sensi- 
ble to look for a compromise. 
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1 Finished print out of butterfly logo 



1 The most obvious starting point Is to 
design a new logo. If you are lucky you may 
already have an image to use. There are 
many examples of clip art that specifically 
tie in with a trade or a club activity. For 
instance, a dog grooming parlour will have 
no problem finding and modifying a clip art 
image of a dog to suit. 

Micro Design 2 takes clip art from many 
different sources. Look through the ads to 
see if there is anything suiting your activity 
but try to see an example of the picture first. 

Perhaps the name of your company 
might be the key. Butterfly Software Ltd, for 
example, need look no further than the 
Micro Design 2 Cuts disc where they find 
BUTTRFLY.CUT. Some people have been 
known to call a new company by a certain 
name just because they had suitable clip art. 

Although it is not strictly neccessary, it 
is quite sensible to include your company or 
club name in the logo. Check out the avail- 
able fonts to find the most suitable style for 
your particular business. 



Clip art loading 



2 To load the clip art, you need to be in 
design mode. Press [EXIT] to reach the 
menu and choose [D] for Design. Click on 
the downward pointing arrow, below the 
main control box on the right hand side of 
the screen. This will reveal the cursor 
arrows and your position on the page. Move 
the screen to the top left hand corner, as it is 
easier to find it there if you get lost. 

To load the image, press [11] for 
loadCUT. If your clip art disc is in drive A, 
you may have to change the drive. Press 
[ALT] and [V] until you get A:".CUT above 
the box at the bottom of the screen. Click on 
BUTTRFLY.CUT and then either click on the 
tick or press [RETURN]. An empty box will 
appear on the screen. 

This helps you place the image on the 
screen. Use the mouse, clicking the left hand 
button, to move the box to the left hand side 
of the screen and click on the tick box. 

A butterfly will be loaded from the clip 
art file and appear in the box, as if by magic, 
ready to be used in your logo. 



Producing the black box 



3 Now mark out the area where your text 
will go. Choose P lor Paint and click on to 
the little brush icon to choose your brush 
size. Pick a small brush (the little circle is 
quite a good one for detailed work) and the 
cursor will change shape to suit. 

At the bottom right section of the 
screen, there are three boxes, black, white 
and patterned. You can, of course, write on a 
black part of the screen with, in effect, white 
ink - 'reversed out' text so beloved of news- 
papers. Click on the black square and you 
will see a little box appear round it to show 
that it is the selected option. 

With the cursor, carefully fill in a black 
square by the butterfly's wings, trying to 
leave a small area of white to delineate the 
shape. Build up a rough square large 
enough to take your company name, with 
space to spare. Don't attempt to get the 
sides straight, or to make it look tidy - this 
is artistic. Once you have finished the 
detailed work choose a bigger brush for 
more dramatic brush strokes. 
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4 Loading in text 



4 For an 'arty' style logo like this, you 
would be forgiven for choosing an 'arty' 
font. As there are only a couple of words, 
readability is not a problem. Press [f3] to 
load a font. Put the Micro Design 2 font disc 
in the correct drive and press [RETURN]. 
Click on BRDWAY16.MDF and [RETURN]. 
You now can use the Broadway font, much 
beloved of wine bar sign-writers the world 
over. Pressing [W] for Write takes you into 
text mode. You can always erase text with 
the delete key. To start a new line, do not 
press [RETURN] (that takes you to the left 
hand margin). Move the cursor to where you 
want to go and click. Pick the face size by 
clicking on the arrows at either end of the 
Height bar, increasing or decreasing as nec- 
essary. Now type in your company name. 
Choosing B for Bold in the Extra keys is a 
good idea when working with white on black. 



5 Saving as a Cut 

5 Save this with the SaveCut option [12]. 
When this option is chosen, a box appears 
on the screen. Move the cursor to the centre 
of the logo and press the left hand button of 
your mouse. This sets the centre of the box. 
You will see a small cross (or handle, as it is 
called in the trade) marking the spot. 

By clicking on the right hand button, 
you can move the handle to the top right and 
bottom left corners of the box in turn. While 
the cursor is pointing at the corner you can 
'drag' it to any point on the screen, by plac- 
ing the cursor on the handle, holding down 
the left hand button and pulling the corner 
out or in as required. 

Drag each corner in turn to create a box 
that neatly contains your logo. You can now 
save the area within the box. Click on the tick 
and choose a name for the file - LOGO.CUT 
would seem quite apt. 



6 Finished version of face logo 



6 If you don't have or can't find any clip art 
to suit, you might try to get access to a 
scanner or digitiser. 

If your product or premises are 
instantly recognisable you could use pro- 
duce picture files to suit. Or, if you are in a 
business where you are selling your own 
services (such as a highly paid corporate 
image consultant) why not use a scanned 
image of your own face. 

Scanned or digitised files have to be 
loaded with the Load AREA command in the 
Layout screen ([EXIT] and [I.]). Load this up 
and switch back to Design mode to choose 
the part you want. Save it as a .CUT file, as 
this is much easier to handle. 

Try to pick an image without too much 
detail. You will probably want to use your 
logo at varying sizes. Highly detailed scans 
can end up as black blobs when reduced. 
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7 Box with text 



8 Using shapes 



9 Square and circle 




7 This time we start with a box - [S] lor 
shapes and [R] for rectangle. Make sure the 
white box is chosen (bottom right) to pro- 
duce an empty box. 

Again, a box appears on the screen. 
The size can be adjusted in the same way 
as in SaveCUT mode - 'dragging' the cor- 
ners to give you the right size for the text. 

As we are aiming, this time, for a more 
'business-like' effect, we chose the 
Helvetica type face. Helvetica is one of the 
'sans serif faces (there are no lines at the 
top or bottom of letters) and is popular 
when you want to give a modern, business- 
like impression. 

There are various sizes of Helvetica 
and we chose HELVET15.MDF from the 
Micro Design 2 fonts disc. Type in the text, 
as with the previous example. The text 
comes out as black on white. You can add 
your scanned or digitised .CUT file in the 
same way as clip art. 



8 Some businesses just don't suit graphic 
representation. Dentists and debt collectors 
immediately spring to mind. However, you 
may still want to try to create a simple 
design using abstract shapes. 

This has the advantage of producing a 
distinctive logo with the minimum of artistic 
skills. The essence of good design is shape, 
line and texture. So here is an excellent 
opportunity to make use of some of the 
interesting patterns available. Obviously 
you can choose any of a number of patterns 
although It is worth while sticking to some 
of the more mundane ones or the whole 
thing becomes like a 60's fashion show. 

A good one to use is the bottom left 
square in the patterns (click on the pattern 
icon beside the brush and then [EXTRA] and 
[II], which changes the icons to patterns). 
You will see it says 'set 2' on screen. You 
can use this at half size to achieve an 
effective, regular pattern. 



9 Start with a filled box. This is the same 
routine as before - [S] for shapes and [R] 
for rectangle. This time, however, choose 
the box located in the bottom right comer 
with the pattern. 

Then, when you have positioned and 
sized your box, click on the tick and the box 
fills with the chosen pattern. To add interest 
stick a circle In one corner - [S] for shapes 
and [C] for circle. Like the box, clicking on 
the left hand button centres it and clicking 
the right hand button moves the handle' to 
the circumference, where it can be dragged 
to any size. Choose the black box this time 
for a black filled circle. 

Just to be different, you then choose 
[D] for Diamond In the shapes menu and 
pick the white box for a white diamond. This 
can be placed in the middle of the rectangle 
and adjusted in the same way as the other 
shapes. This leaves an inviting white space 
to enter in your text. 




10 Tap drawing 



1 1 Free hand drawing 



12 Adding the box 
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1 If you are still not satisfied, even the 
most unartistic user can 'go over the top' 
and try some free-hand drawing. 

Always remember that the big advan- 
tage that a computer screen has over paper 
is that you can make a mistake, rub a bit out 
and have the picture as clean and fresh as 
new. That's not so easy when you are using 
a pencil and rubber. 

Also, if you have a bit of time and 
patience you can use the Zoom facility to 
make minor changes to the tiniest detail of 
your drawing - an individual pixel. 

If you are attempting free-hand drawing 
It is handy to have a picture of the object 
you are drawing in front of you. For our 
plumbing firm we chose a tap - an object 
everyone knows. But it is surprising how 
difficult it Is to get the shape right, even with 
this straightfoward Image, without the origi- 
nal picture to work from. 



1 1 All you need to do to draw is hold 
down the left hand button. Using the mouse, 
get as near to the outline as you can. Don't 
worry if It's a mess. To rub out areas, use [P] 
for paint and click on the white box - in 
effect, this paints over with white paint. 

Once you think you are reasonably 
close press [Z] for Zoom. A small square 
appears which you can place on the worst 
bit of your drawing and 'click the tick'. 

Immediately the screen changes. The 
section you have chosen is blown up out of 
all proportion, so that you can work on indi- 
vidual pixels . A box shows the section as it 
was when you started and another shows It 
as you have changed it. 

The white 'ink' box on the side can 
wipe out all the pixels you don't want by 
clicking on them. The black box can put 
them back again and the black/white 
switches a white pixel black and vice versa. 



1 2 Once you have cleared out a decent 
outline, you might want to add a little 
shadow to make it stand out. You can then 
press [P] for paint and choose one of the 
available patterns. 

Remember that if the object you are 
drawing is round, the shadow comes in a lit- 
tle from one side because of reflected light. 

Then put it all in a white box l[R] for 
rectangle again]. Make sure that the outline 
of your shape is solid (no gaps in the line) 
and then chose [F] for Fill. Click on the 
black box and then click anywhere in the 
space between your shape and the outside 
of the box. The box then fills up with black 
ink, picking out your outline with impres- 
sive clarity. 

Then it is a simple matter to add white 
text against the black background simply by 
choosing [W] for Write as before. What 
could possibly be easier than this? 
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Learning is now 
even more fun! 

Fun School 3 is everything you - and your chil- 
dren - ever wanted from educational software: 
SIX challenging programs in each pack which fulfil 
the exacting requirements of the National Cur- 
riculum. Plus: Stunning graphics; exciting sounds; 
carefully structured levels so your children can 
have fun and learn at their own pace. And all are 
designed by the winning team which created Fun 
School 2, the biggest-selling educational package 



On sale at top dealers nationwide. Selected formats 
available at larger branches ofWH Smith and Boots. 




Follow the directions to 
find the buried treasure 



• Atari ST • Amiga • PC • Amstrad PCW 

£24.99 

• Spectrum • C64 • Amstrad CPC 

£12.99 (tape) £16.99 (disc) 

In the autumn: BBC, Electron and Archimedes 



DATABASE EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 



Format 


Under 5s 


5to7i 


Over 7s 


Tape 


Disc 


Tape 


Disc 


Tape 


Disc 


Atari ST 
Amiga 

PC 5.25" 
PC 3.5' 




9490 
9921 
5891 
5894 




9491 
9922 
5892 
5895 




9492 
9923 
5893 
5896 


Amstrad PCW 




5271 




5212 




52 13 


Spectrum 

Commodore 64 

Amstrad CPC 


9084 
9076 
6189 


9085 
9077 
6190 


9086 
9078 
6191 


9087 
9079 
6192 


9088 
9080 
6193 


9089 
9081 
6194 



Please suppry Fun School 3 for the code 
numbers) cirded 
D Cheque payable to Database Software 
D Please debit my AccessMsa card r>o. 



Expiry date:[_ 



Signed. 

Add (2 per pfogrom for Europe A bn ( £5 0*n*os). 
NAme 



Send to: Database Direct. FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port. Poacoae _ 
South WirralL65 3EB. Order hotline: 051-357 2961 




Hard cash 

ilardpak comes in 
two handy sizes, The 
40 megabyte version 
costs £599 and the 20 

megabyte b £499. For 

more details phone 
Cirtech (OK) Ltd 
0835 23898. 
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Hon popular 
HardPak's ability to 
accommodate 
LocoScripl will be is 
diiTicuit to gauge. 
Most people who buy 
a hard disc are 
probably wanting to 
do more than just 
word processing 
which would suggest 
that virtually 
everyone will be 
using CP/M in one 
way or another. 

While you can 
easily close down a 
( I'M program and 
load up a ( l"M 
based word proces- 
sor, loading 
LocoScripl siiil 
involves completely 
re-booting the system 
- a minor inconve- 
nience, but one that 
might make a 
difference to the 
serious user. 








Hard at work 

Alec Rae sizes up the potential of Cirtech's HardPak, the 
diminutive plug-on hard disc with outsized capabilities. 



Will the ingenuity never end? 
It wasn't long ago that hard 
discs came in massive boxes 
considerably bigger than the 
PCW. Now a Galashiels based com- 
pany. Cirtech (UK) Ltd. have come up 
with a hard disc hardly bigger than a 
box of chocolates - that can hold up to 
40 megabytes of data. 

That is the equivalent of nearly 60 
of the 700k B drive or 95 12 discs and 



around 230 X000 series A drive discs. In 
total it can handle up to 2000 files. Bui 
one feature should endear the HardPak 
to PCW users more than any others. It 
can run LocoScripl 2 as easily as CP/M. 
You can choose whether CP/M or 
LocoScripl is loaded by default. If you 
want Ihe olher option (For example 
LocoScripl when you have opted for 
CP/M as default) you simply hold down 
the ALT key when you Start up. 



Perhaps the most accurate way to 
describe the new Cirtech HardPak is by 
saying it is hardly bigger than an RS232 
Interface - the little box thai fits on to 
the back of your computer to allow you 
to link up to a modem, printer or 
another computer. 

Like Ihe RS232. the HardPak fits on 
to the expansion port (the slot on the 
back of your PCW). leaving you a 
totally uncluttered desk. 






HardPak 






This could be the one of the few 
disadvantages of the HardPak. If you 
use an RS232 or a mouse regularly the 
HardPak does compete with them for 
the same slot. It has no facilities for 
•piggy-backing' (the process of fitting 
one box on to another), so that you 
would have to choose an RS232 that 
allows this, putting the HardPak on the 
outside. 

Using a mouse would be more 
problematic as most PCW mice would 
not allow for piggy-backing. It means 
that HardPak cannot really be used with 
graphics or desk top publishing pack- 
ages - a real pity as it is when you start 
getting into that kind of program that 
the files start to get big enough to really 
require a hard disc. But .sadly, you can't 
have everything. 

Small is not surprising 

It is not surprising thai a hard disc could 
be made as small as this. Already there 
are a number of portable computers on 
the market with built-in hard discs 
smaller than the average brief-case 
which hold a lot more information. 

In fact the two and a half inch disc 
used for the HardPak is based on the 
system used in the most recent Toshiba 
portable computers. Cirtech believe that 
they are the only company using this 
type of disc in the UK. 

One major problem with the tradi- 
tional hard disc was the damage that 
could occur if you moved it. There was 
a rather lengthy process involved in 
'parking the disc head', an operation 
which had to be carried out before you 
dared move it an inch. 

The disc head is the part of the 
computer that actually comes into con- 
tact with the disc as it revolves and 
reads the information. Any sudden 
movement when the head is in contact 
can cause serious damage to the hard 
disc. Parking the heads on these discs 
involves moving them to a part of the 
disc where they can't do any damage. 
As portables need to be far more 
robust than an ordinary computer, the 
system is designed to automatically 
park the heads if the disc has not been 
accessed for about 20 seconds. Instead 
of moving the head on the surface of the 
disc the machine physically lifts the 
head off the surface until it needs to 
access the disc again. 

The company also claim what the 
manual describes as a "whisper soft disc 
mechanism" for the HardPak. Certainly 
the hum of the machine is barely audi- 
ble under normal circumstances. 

If you listen carefully to the hum. 
however, you can sometimes hear a tiny 
clunking sound. This, the makers assure 
us, is the natural sound made by the 
heads engaging, although it can be quite 
worrying the first couple of limes you 
hear it. 

One other advantage to the auto- 
matic head parking (or the 'power down 
mode" as the manual quaintly chooses 
to call it) is that it actually saves power. 
The power use of the hard disc will 
not be immense but this ability to liter- 



ally switch itself off when not in use 
must save some electricity. 

Taking things seriously 

Perhaps the most pleasing aspect of this 
technology being applied for an add-on 
to the PCW. however, is that it is a 
pretty solid indication that manufactur- 
ers are still taking the machine seriously 
and consider that PCW users take their 
machines seriously enough to pay £499 
for a 20 megabyte or £599 for a 40 
megabyte disc. 

Obviously at this price it is the sort 
of investment that would only be con- 
sidered by the more serious user. It is a 
full £ KM) more expensive than a similar 
size of the traditional-style Diamond 
hard discs that Cirtech produce. 

However when you consider that 
for most simple applications like word 
processing or spreadsheets, a PCW with 
a HardPak could handle all the work 
that a IBM compatible PC could handle, 
at similar speeds and at a fraction of the 
cost, it suddenly begins to make sense. 
A hard disc, like this, takes away yet 
another excuse for dismissing the 
PCW's potential as a serious business 
machine. 

Where do I begin? 

The HardPak comes already formatted - 
taking care of that rather tedious and 
time-consuming task undertaken by the 
owners of the old style hard discs. 

It also comes already divided into 
two equal sections. This does give less 
flexibility than most hard discs. 

The most time consuming task is 
getting the machine set up to accept 
LocoScript 2. The problem is that the 
equipment can only handle the latest 
edition of LocoScript - version 2.28. 

Through a deal with Locomotive, 
Cirtech have included software in the 
package able to update your version of 
the program to 2.28 if necessary. This 
involves you in loading in all your Start 




Although perhaps not the best file organiser the File Manager 
provided should help you find your way round the Hardpak 




The installation program also gives you access to other utilities 



of Day discs and. importantly, the 
original LocoScript 2 master disk 
largely as an effective check against 
someone trying to install a pirated 
version of LocoScript 2. 

The HardPak Support Disc software 
(there are different versions for 8000 
series and the 9512) copies your start of 
day discs complete on to the hard disc. 

This could cause a little confusion. 
There is one copying utility available on 
disc which you are supposed to use the 
first lime you set up the hard disc 
and another fo» adding programs' > 
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Speed is of the essence 



One major selling point of a hard disc is that pro- 
grams run faster than if you are running them from 
floppy discs. The Hardpak does make a serious 
claim to being the fastest PCW storage device avail- 
able - capable of storing 152,381 bytes per second 
(pity the poor devil that had to count them). This, the 
makers point out, is faster than the M drive. 

Whether this is a consideration for you depends 
a great deal on what you use the PCW for. Saving or 
loading small files with a hard disc will obviously not 
make substantial time savings over a floppy disc. 
For instance a 2k Pretext text file is saved in 
under two seconds on Hardpak instead of seven sec- 
onds on floppy disc and it loads in two seconds 
instead of four. 

Certainly it can make more of a difference with 
big files. Hardpak loads a 20k file in Protext in four 
seconds compared to 11 seconds on floppy disc. 
Saving a file shows even more of a difference with a 
20k file being saved to hard disc in four seconds 
instead of a massive 23 seconds for the floppy. 

Another one area where Hardpak can really help 
speed things up is in the handling of overlay files. 



The PCW, like every other computer, has a limited 
amount of space (working memory) to hold the pro- 
gram files it is using at any moment. 

If a program is bigger than can be run in work- 
ing memory at one time, it uses a device called 
overlay files - a series of program sections that can 
be called up and run when required. As one part of 
the program is emptied out of working memory, 
another one is loaded in. 

Often these are loaded in advance into M drive 
for easy access. Access from M: drive is consider- 
ably quicker than from a floppy disc. 

So consider the improvements in speed when 
using the Hardpak - quicker even than the speedy M 
drive. With no need to move the files over to M: drive 
when starting up and consistently faster times to 
access files, the running of large, complicated pro- 
grams could be considerably improved. 

But remember that the Hardpak does not 
increase the size of the working memory of your 
computer so ft cannot actually speed the perfor- 
mance of any program. It can only speed the pro- 
cess of accessing files. 

1 November 90 
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There is no need to test tor bad blocks unless things go wrong 



Heard it 

Cirtech have 
included advice on 
how to organ be 
your files. While 
useful there is noth- 
ing new in it. 

It's the sort of 
thing thai you can 
find in any hack 
opy of 8000 Plus. 
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later - an unnecessary complication. It 
might also have been more helpful if the 
program had led you through the pro- 
cess with a series of prompts rather than 
using the menu-driven software. 

There is a surprising lack of infor- 
mation in the manual about this pro- 
gram and. while it contains many useful 
utilities, you can't help feeling you have 
missed out some vital element of the 
installation process. You flit nervously 
back and forward through the various 
options before you discover that most of 
the program is not really needed at that 
precise moment. 

It is here that you find the program 
to test the blocks on the hard disk . You 
only need do this if things start to go 
wrong with the HardPak - thankfully, 
given the lengthy process which this 
entails. If you find any bad blocks you 
have to phone Cirtech for advice. 




The HardPak Support Disc also 
includes utilities like the software to 
completely clear the hard disc. This is 
rather unhelpfully called 'zeroing the 
directory.' Obviously if the directories 
are zeroed the disc will be. to all intents 
and purposes, empty but it could have 
been explained more clearly. 

As simple as ABC 

One sign of the ingenuity of the manu- 
facturers is the naming of the drives. 
Normally with a hard disc you will keep 
your floppy disc drives called A and B 
and call the various sections of your 
hard drive C. D and so on. 

But to cater for programs built for 
the 85 1 2, where sometimes programs 
are operated from both drives (often 
with the program disc in A and the data 
disc in B). the HardPak is divided into 
two equal sized drives called A and B. 

So if a computer is set up to look 
for certain files in drive B. for instance, 
it will look for your hard disc and not 
for a floppy disc. 

This is fine once you get used to it. 
But initially it can cause some prob- 
lems, not least the worry that you might 
try to erase everything on one of your 
floppy discs with the old ERA a:*.*, 
when you really mean ERA c:*.*. 

Another problem is that some pro- 
grams carry out quite sophisticated 
operations to handle simple details like, 
for instance, seeing whether there really 
is a floppy disc in the disc drive before 
attempting to load a file or give a direc- 
tory. This is so that the program can 
give its own error messages rather than 
the rather terse CP/M "Drive not ready 
- Retry, Ignore. Cancel?" 

But how is the program to know 
that the floppy drive it is checking is 
now called drive C: instead of drive A:. 

Pretext, for instance, will not give 
you a directory of your hard drive until 
a disc is inserted in the relevant floppy 
disc drive. It doesn't matter which 
floppy is used - the machine will quite 
happily gives you the directory for the 
hard disc regardless. This is no more 
than a minor irritation once you know 
what is happening. 

There might also be some confusion 
with some programs written specifically 



Why a hard disc? 



for the PCW when the software does not 
allow for the fact that there could possi- 
bly be 1000 files on drive A:. Cirtech 
are aware of the problems and reckon 
that there is nothing that cannot be eas- 
ily overcome. 

However a more serious confusion 
comes when you use LocoScript 2 when 
the two floppies are still named A and B 
and the two hard disc drives are called C 
andD. 

Cirtech did try to make the drive 
naming consistent but found that this 
caused insurmountable problems with 
features like the LocoScript formatting 
or disc copying utilities. LocoScript just 
wouldn't accept that it could format a 
disc in drive C:, so Cirtech had to revert 
to the standard naming procedure. 

File Manager and the lost file 

With up to 2000 files on the one disc 
you naturally have to be more organised 
than when you were working with a 
1 73k disc or you could waste all the 
time that you have saved loading pro- 
grams and looking through disc boxes, 
searching vainly for the correct file on 
your hard disc. 

HardPak comes complete with File 
Manager - a quite useful little program 
that helps you find your way more 
easily round the hidden depths of your 
40 megabytes. 

This is automatically loaded in M: 
drive and appears every time you leave 
a program, allowing you to find and run 
the next piece of software. It is like 
many other file organising programs. It 
allows you to look at directories of each 
of the drives, change user group, delete 
or rename files and even show the con- 
tent of text files on screen. 

There are one or two shortcomings 
in its design. For instance the directory 
for each drive is given in one long list 
that often runs to more than one screen. 

It also is remarkably unhelpful 
when it comes to screen prompts. The 
keys used are pretty sensible (R for 
rename, E for erase), but the list of fea- 
tures available is only shown when you 
call up a help screen. 

However for those times when you 
are looking for a specific file it might 
well prove invaluable. • 



To those who have never used a hard disc it might be difficult 
to imagine what real value they are. To those used to having a 
hard disc it is difficult to imagine life without it - almost as 
difficult as remembering life before the PCW. 

In the world of the paperless office, long dreamed of by 
the Amstrad organisation, the real problem is that although 
you do manage to unclutter your desk of large amounts of 
paper, at the same time you are cluttering it up with large 
numbers of floppy discs. 

For a start there is your 'boot-up' or 'start of day' disc 
(always by far the easiest disc to lose). Using a hard disc 
means that no longer do you need to worry about such 
mundane matters - just switch on the PCW and CP/M or 
LocoScript 2 are loaded immediately. 

Those really organised people who have PROFILE.SUB 
files that transfer all their favourite programs and utilities into 
M drive for easy access can save themselves several minutes 



in starting up. All their programs (not just their favourite ones) 
are instantly available on the hard disc. 

There is no time lost having to load overlay files into 
the M drive (see Speed Is of the Essence box) and there is no 
lost time poring through the disc box looking for the right 
program disc. 

However, the start up or program discs are the least of the 
problem for the average PCW owner who can easily acquire 
literally hundreds of data discs. 

If you are really organised you will colour code and care- 
fully annotate every disc, so that you can lay your hands on 
any file in a moment. If you are like most people, you just 
spend a couple of hours going through 15 discs looking for the 
letter to the bank. 

So imagine every file you have in one place and you begin 
to see already how it can save you time. If you've saved the 
file it has to be somewhere on your hard disc. 
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PCW SUPPLIES 



PRINTER RIBBONS 



MULTISTRIKE 
1-11 12* 



NYLON 
1-11 12* 



PCW8256/8512 
PCW9512 



£3.10 £2.75 £2.60 £2.35 
£2.20 £1.99 £2.20 £1.99 



PCW 9512 PRINT WHEELS £5.25 EACH 

COURIER 10, PRESTIGE PICA 10. RECTOR 10, ORATOR 10 

MINI GOTHIC 15. LETTER GOTHIC 10/12, PRESTIGE ELITE 12 

SCRIPT 12, THESIS 

3" MAXELL CF2 DISKS £1.79 EACH 

CLEANING PRODUCTS 

CLEANING RIBBON £5.00 

CLEANING RIBBON £4.50 

3" CLEANING DISK £5.00 



PCW 8256/8512 

PCW9512 

CLEANHEAD 



PROFESSIONAL ACOUSTIC HOODS 
UP TO 95% NOISE REDUCTION 

PCW9512 WITHOUT CUT SHEET FEED £85 
PCW9512 WITH CUT SHEET FEED £109 

FREE CARRIAGE - JUST ADD VAT @ 15% 



INOVATECHI 



UNIT 7, THE ADMIRAL PARK, 
AIRPORT SERVICE ROAD. 
PORTSMOUTH, P03 5RQ 



PAYMENT BY CHEQUE PO 
ACCESS OR VISA 

(0705)664144 
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• • LOCOSCRIPT 1 , 2 or PC Users • • 
TempDisc 

"A showcase for the features of LocoScript" APCW Sept '87 

Hundreds of Instant Templates designed by a Member of the 

Institute of Word Processing 

TempDisc 8.2 £19.95 

A Double Density disc with 133 Tiles (706k) lor LocoScnpl 2. II includes LocoMail" and LocoChar features. 
All discs ordered direct are personalised 

♦ CHRISTMAS: Cards, new envelopes with Christmas designs, bordered greetings. Christmas header, and 
these Christmas LocoCharacters. 

♦ GENERAL: Liletime diary "(to yr 2100!), 2 year calendar, agenda, minutes. 5 label choices', envelopes* 
(inc. New designed 1st Class, AirMail, Private, Personal etc), disc labels, menu, order torm, 
organiser/planner templates, compliments, choice ol 13 instant letterheads. 

♦ FINANCE & RGUREWORK: Invoices', statement*, calculator*, spreadsheet layouts*, metric convenor 
tile*, payment advice', annual statement ol account. 

♦ WRITERS: Authors, script layouts lor tilm, TV and stage 

♦ LISTS & FORMS: School marking chart, weekly diary, inventory, appointment diary, shipping doc., 
production schedule, personal file, c.v., will, template with 9 choices ot vertical lined layouts (simply add your 
own headings). 

♦ SOCIAL & SPORTS: Star signs, lamlly tree, automatic fixture lists", KO draw and chart*, first day cover*, 
tickets*, party invitations, league tables, apology lor abysmal behaviour at a party, screen-art and d.i.y. new 
LocoChar Artset. 

♦ LOCOSCRIPT FILES: Template. Std with prepared stock layouts, pitch guide, settings Std with 10 pre- 
set choices, ingenious use of phrases. Std files 

ALL ABOVE LISTED FILES ARE ON ONE DISC! 

"TempOIsc PC versions lor Sport or Business or Personal each include LocoMail and Database (LocoFile) 

leatures and use over 680K. 1 x 3 1/2" or 2 x 5 1/4". The Thurston Library* ol discs lor PC users includes 

TempDisc PC. XWorder. FoneMate & WordDisc." 

OTHER VERSIONS (with Ills variations) of TempDisc 

lor LocoScript 1 TempDisc 1 - double sided Drive A El 7.95 

lor LocoScript 2 TempDisc 2 - double sided Drive A £18.95 

lor PCW 9512 TempDisc 9 £19.95 

lor PC Owners TempDisc PC 1 x 3 1/2* or 2 x 5 1/4" £23.95 

(PC please slate Business. Personal or Sport) 

TT PC Library (LocoScript) £49.95 



TempDisc 
I (PC pleas 
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TempMate (Design Copyright Sept 1986) 
MARGINS, TABULATION AND LINE POSITIONING 

FOR ALL WORD PROCESSOR USERS 

Versions lor scale pitch 1 5. 1 2, 1 7 or 1 and tor Landscape Place the clear PVC gnd 
over your lorm or letterhead and correct positions lor Margins. Tabulation and Lines 
are clearly seen. Additional uselul wordprocessing inlormation is on the attached 
backer card. It's so simple il doesn't need further explanation. Reviewers have said: 
like many simple things extremely uselul' BBC CEEFAX 

"Excellent" Comp WAPCW SEPT '87. "Wonderfully simple Idea" Your APCW Jan 87 
"Excellent, the best I have seen* APCW Aug '87. 

WORD PROCESSING RULER 
The Page Boy word processing ruler is a clear PVC ruler which measures 
characters per inch at 17, 15, 12, 10. 5 (10d), 68 7 1/2 and. lines per inch at 5, 6. 7 
1/2 and 8. II also includes a centimetre line and the '10' line doubles as an inch 
measure. In total it has 13 options. 

TT PATIENCE - Solo Card Games 
Six games of playing card patience. YAPCW said "Ingenious and highly addictive" 
WordDisc Script wnters layouts and 39.000 word synonyms LocoFile Double 
Density PCW and 3 1/2" PC versions. 

FoneMate National dialling codes & exchanges in LocoFile. Double Density PCW 
and 3 1/2" PC versions. Includes 5 year calendar, diaries and LocoFile record Tile 
with THIRTEEN merge extractor files lor labels and lists. 

XWorder A large number ol ready made LocoScript Crossword grids lor crossword 
compilers. LocoScnpl 1/2 and PC versions 

TEMPMATE £5.95 PAGEBOY ,.£2.95 

Set ol 4 TempMates S Page Boy. £16.75 XWorder 1/2 5'5 ?? 

XWorder PC 3 1/2 / 5 1/4" £17.95 FoneMate - £15.95 

FoneMate PC 3 1/2" £18.95 WordDisc £ 16 - 9 5 

WordDisc PC 3 1/2" £19.95 TT Patience -* 14 *' 5 

Quantity and trade prices on request. Retail, schools and local authority enquiries 
welcome All prices include VAT and UK Post and Packing. 48 hour despatch. 
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Thurston Techniques 

FREEPOST 

Exmouth 

O Devon ...■ 

EX8 2YZ visa 

■•slephone or Fax: 0395 27749o 




S K MARKETING 

► ► ► COMPUTER SUPPLIES < < < 



Personal callers welcome 
Opposite Fulham Broadway 
Tube Station - District Line 



AMSTRAD PCW 8256 




• Fully Integrated word processor system 

• 82 key Keyboard 

• 256K RAM 

• High res. screen 

• 180K 3" disc drive 

• 9 pin dot matrix printer 

• 90 CPS in draft 20 CPS NLQ 

• Locoscnpt software 

• CP/M Plus with GSX & Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basic with Jetsam 

£335 

Free on-site maintenance on all PCWs 



ACCESSORIES PCW 9512 



CPS 9512 AMSTRAD RS232 

P/S Interface £49.00 

SKM 256K to 512K Memory Upgrade 

Kit with fitting instruction £49.00 

FD4 Second Disk Drive 8256 £115.00 



PCW RIBBONS 



PRINTER 
AMSTRAD 



QTY 
2* 



QTY QTY 
5* 10* 



PCW 8256/8512 NYLON „ ..£4.30 ..£4.00 £3.50 
PCW 8256(8512 CARBON ..£4.75 ..£4.50 .£4.00 

PCW 9512 NYLON £3.50 ..£3.30 .£3.00 

PCW 9512 CARBON £4.75..£4.50 .£4.00 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Stop Press . 



Stop Press + AMX Mouse. ...£59.00 



Micro Design II £39.00 

Database Software , £20.00 

Database DTP ♦ AMX Mouse £57.00 



DAISYWHEELS FOR PCW 9512 



AVAILABLE TYPE STYLES 



PRODUCT COPE 
Courier 10 

Recla 10 

Letter Gothic 10/12 
Script 12 



TYPEFACE 

Prestige Pica 10 

Orator 10 

Prestige Elite 12 

Mini Gothic 15 



Each £6.00 

For other printer ribbons please call 



MODEMS 



AMSTRAD V21/V23 
Features 1200/75. 75/1200, 300/300 
Baud rales £99.00 




COMPARE OUR PRICES BEFORE ORDERING FOR 
UNBEATABLE OFFERS!! 

Export, Government and Educational orders welcome 



BRITAINS BEST SELLING WORDPROCESSING RANGE 



AMSTRAD PCW 8512 




• Fully integrated word processor system 

• B2 hey Keyboard 

• 512KRAM 

• High res. screen 

• 1x 180K + 720K3"dnves 

• 9 pin dot matrix printer 

• 90 CPS m draft 20 CPS NLQ 

• Locoscript software 

• CP/M Plus with GSX & Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basle with Jetsam 

£425 

Free on-site maintenance on all PCWs 



NEW LOCOLINK 

A file transfer system from PCW to PC 
£19.90 



3" CF2 DISCS FOR AMSTRAD 




WORDPROCESSING 



Protext 

Locoscnpt 2 

Locoscnpt 2 with Locospell 2.. 

Locospell 2 

Locomail 1 A 2 

Locofont 1 

Locofont2 _.. 

Locofile 

New-Word II 

24 Pin Drivers 

9 Pin Pnnter Driver 

Locofile with Locomail 



...£33.00 
...£20.00 
.£27.00 
...£16.00 
...£25.00 
. £16.00 
...£12.00 
...£25.00 
...£42.00 
..£25.00 
...£16.00 
...£39.00 



ACCOUNTS 



Sage Accounts £56.00 

Sage Accountant Plus £86.00 

Sage Invoicing £40.00 

Sage Payroll £40.00 

Money Manager £35.00 

Map Integrated Accounts - £90.00 



EDUCATIONAL 



Better Maths (Age 12-16).. 

Physics (Age 12-16) 

Chemistry (Age 12-16) 

8iology (Age 12-16) 

Better Spelling (8-Adult).... 

Magic Maths (Age 4-8) 

Maths Mania (Age 8-12) ... 



..£14.00 
..£17.00 
..£17.00 
.£17.00 
..£14.00 
..£14.00 
..£14.00 



GENERAL & UTILITIES 



Sage Chit Chat 

Easy Labeller „ 

AMX Mouse & Desktop Utilities . 

Crash Course Typing 

Two Fingers Typing , 

E-Type 

Personal Tax Planner...... 



..£69.00 
..£21.00 
..£47.00 
..£20.00 
..£17.00 
..£18.00 
..£20.00 



AMSTRAD PCW 9512 




• Z80A processor 

• 512KRAM 

• 3" 720K drive 

• 82 Key Keyboard 

• High res.paperwhite monitor 

• Wide carnage bidirectional daisy wheel printer 

• 20CPS single & tractor feed 

• Locoscript 2 software inlcudes 
Locospell 

& Locomail 

• CP/M Plus with GSX & Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basic 

FREE SHEET FEEDER WITH PCW 9512 

£445 

Free on-site maintenance on all PCWs 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



Star LC10 Multifont Printer £150.00 

Star LC10 Colour Printer £185.00 



PANASO NIC PRINTERS 



Panasonic KX-P1124 
Draft- 160 cps. NLQ -63 cps. 



£229.00 



Panasonic KX-P1180 

Draft - 132 cps. NLQ - 38 cps £165.00 



SKM SPECIALS 



PCW Dust Covers (3 piece inc) £10.00 

3 - Drive Cleaning Kit £9.50 

Margin Maker £10.50 

Supercalc 2 £35.00 

Cracker II (Turbo) £35.00 



GRAPHICS 



Mm&'\ 



£49.00 

MasterScan and 

Master Paint 

£55.00 



DATABASES 



Sage Retrieve £40.00 

Master File 8000 £35.00 

Dbasell £60.00 

Datastore II £29.00 

Cambasell £32.00 



Mini Office 
PROFESSIONAL 

Very successful - many new features 
5 separate programs - Wordprocessor 

• Database • Spreadsheet • Graphics 

• Communications Interactive 

OUR PRICE ONLY £27.00 ♦ VAT 



North London 
13 Moneyhill Parade, 
Uxbridge Road, 

Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 2BE 
Tel: 0923 896969 Fax: 0923 771058 
South London 
10 Fulham Broadway, 
London SW6 1AA 
Tel: 071 381 6618 Fax: 071 381 0528 



SALES HOTLINE 

0923 89.69.69 071 381.66.18 

To order: Please send cheque/PO/Acccss or Visa details to 

. SK Marketing Ltd. 1 3 Moneyhill Parade. Uxbridge Road, 

Rickmansworth, Herts, WD3 2BE 

All prices exclude VAT and carriage Is free (UK mainland) 

PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME AT OUR SHOWROOMS 



LONDON'S LARGEST 

REGISTERED 
AMSTRAD DEALER 



All prices Excl. VAT 

Carriage Free/Mail Order 

(UK Mainland) 



AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER 



The ASF9512 is an automatic sheet feeder 
tor use with the PCW 9512 . It will hold up to 30 
sheets ol paper enabling either multi-page 
documents or mail-merged letters to be printed 
unattended, thereby releasing the user for other 
tasks and improving productivity The Sheet Feeder 
can be attached or removed in seconds, leaving the 
pnnter to accept individual sheets ot paper or the 
standard tractor assembly 



ACCOUSTIC HOOD FOR YOUR 9512 




SKM'S most economic solution to 
noisy printers 

• Up to 90% noise reduction 

i See through lid keeps noise in and dust out 

Hood and Stand £89.00 only 

Now available to accommodate 

9512 with Sheerfeeder 

OUR PRICE 

£120 



BOOKS (no VAT payable) 



Mallard Basic By Amstrad £9.95 

Programming PCW By Ian Sinclair £7.95 

Step by Step Guide to Locoscript £4.95 

Locoscnpt 2 Amstrad PCW £11.95 

Locoscnpt - Mail - Spell £7.95 

Looking into Locoscript 2 £13.95 

15 Hour Word Proc Amstrad PCW £6.95 

Advanced Locoscript Amsl PCW £4.50 

All In One Mini Office Profess £11.95 

Amst 8256 8512 More Wordprocessor ..£9.95 

Desktop Publishing Amstrad PCW £9.95 

Easy Guide To Amstrad PCW £6.50 

Get Started BASIC Logo PCW Rev £5.95 

Guide to Logo (Sod 160) £6.88 

Locomail User Guide £14.95 

Locoscript 2 S Amsl PCW Comp £11.95 

Locomail 2 & Mail Spell File £10.95 

Locoscnpt 2 PCW 95 12 £9.95 

Locoscript 2 User Guide £14.95 

Locoscript Locomail Locospell £8.50 

Looking into Locoscript 2 Amst £15.95 

Mallard BASIC £9.95 

Mallard BASIC PCW intra & Ret £9.95 

Mastenng Amst PCW 8256 8512 £8.95 

Ops Guide Amstrad CPC PCW 2 Ed. ..£17.50 

PCW Machine Code £13.95 

PCWSupercode £13.95 

Prac Rel Gde Wordproc Ams 8256 £5.95 

Program your PCW (Mallard) £8.50 

Protext PCW Users Guide £9.95 

Using Amstrad Word Processor £9.95 

Using Databases Amstrad PCW £6.95 

Using The Amstrad PCW 9512 £9.95 

Wordprocess With Locoscipt £6.95 



24 hour hotline for credit card orders 



All prices subject to change without notice. 

All goods subject to availability 

Goods are not sold on a trial basis 



lub Guide 




The Good 
Club Guide 



All over the country, PCW owners are getting together 
on a regular basis to swap ideas, knowledge and 
information about their machines. PCW User groups, 
or clubs as they are better known, are springing up 
everywhere - as are enquiries from prospective 
members about how to find them. This month, we've 
put together a list of some the UK's more prominent 
clubs. Most of the clubs included operate on a part- 
time basis, with meetings taking place in the evenings 
at local halls or in the homes of club members. It is, 
therefore, advisable to make initial contact by post. 

Some clubs operate on a purely postal basis, send- 
ing their members a regular newsletter with details of 



the postal services they offer. As for the cost of joining 
a club, it varies. Many groups charge an annual rate 
covering all meetings, while others charge a nominal 
fee each time they get together. On the whole, the 
financial outlay is minimal for the benefits which club- 
goers enjoy; tips, advice, services such as disc copy- 
ing and laser printing - the list is endless. 

The selection below is by no means exhaustive - 
there are many clubs which operate unbeknown to the 
the 8000 Plus Club News Desk. If your club is missing 
from the list, let us know. We will be only too pleased 
to tell others about you. Send details to: Club News, 
8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW. 



Ground Floor User Group 
Holme Street, Hebden Bridge 
West Yorkshire 

Fee: subscription - £10.00 per annum or 
£1.00 per meeting. Discounts for the non- 
waged. 

Frequency of meetings: once a month 
Enquiries: Jae Campbell (0422) 844991 

Retford PCW User Group 

14 Machin Close, Tuxford, Nr Newark 

Nottinghamshire NG22 OJZ 

Fee: subscription - £10.00 per annum 
Frequency of meetings: once a month 
Enquiries: Paul Tew (0777) 870038 

CP/M and MS DOS User's Group 
43 Birkbeck Road, Wimbledon, 
London SW1 9 8NZ 

Fee: subscription - £16.50 per annum, 
£20.50 overseas 

Frequency of meetings: n/a - postal club 
Enquiries: David Nesbitt (081) 543 0824 



Hampshire PCW User's Group 

Personal Computers, Unit 5 , 

Cable Street, Northam, Southampton 

(address for meetings only) 

Fee: subscription 

Frequency of meetings: once a month 

Enquiries: Paul Day (at the address above) 

Hereford Computer Club 

(nee Hereford Amstrad User Group) 

18 Church Street, Hereford 

Herefordshire HR1 2LR 

Fee: subscription 

Frequency of meetings: once a month 

Enquiries: David Rose (0432 267213) 

Teesside Amstrad User Group 

8 Knayton Grove, Greenvale, 

Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland 

TS19 7RW 

Fee: subscription 

Frequency of meetings: once a month 

Enquiries: Gladys Baker (0642) 580018 



M25 User Group 

58 Islip Gardens Northolt 

Middlesex UB5 5BY 

Fee: £1.00 per meeting 
Frequency of meetings: once a month 
Enquiries: Tony Brown (081) 841 3666 Ken 
Ritchie (0992) 583744 

Littlemore Amstrad PCW User Group 
Peers School (Adult Education 
Centre), Littlemore, Oxford 

Fee: subscription • £8.00 per annum 
Frequency of meetings: once monthly, dur- 
ing term time 
Enquiries: R G Hughes (0865) 242720 

The Worldwide Amstrad Computer 

Club (WACCI) 

9 South Close Twickenham TW2 5JE 

Fee: subscription - £18.00 per annum UK, 
£27.00 Europe, £36.00 overseas 
Frequency of meetings: n/a - postal club 
Enquiries: Steve Williams (above address) 



Calling 
all clubs 

Every month. Club 
News receives 
enquiries from read- 
ers wondering if 
there is a club in 
their ureu. So, if you 
run or attend a club 
in any of the follow- 
ing locations, write 
and tell us. 
Current areas of 
'clublessness' are: 
Ahcrdare 
Ashtead 
Berwick-upon- 
Tweed 
Bishopton 
Blackpool 
Co. Anlrim 
Dreghom-by-lrvii 
West London 



PIT THAT MAN UAL m| 
DOWN - ^^ 

AND LISTEN! 



// you want to master a new computer or program, but don't 

have time to waste or money to burn, a Reeltime Audio-disc 

training course will teach you in a fraction of the time. Just 

switch on your computer and play the tapes - your tutor will 

talk you through the course in a series of 

easy-to-follow exercises. 

Learn at your own speed on your own computer - and take a 

much time as you need! 

AMSTRAD/AMS SOFTWARE 



Amstrad CPC6128 . . €29 95 

Amstrad PCW9512 tlocosotpt). £29 95 
Amstrad PCW82S6 (Locoscnptl . £29 95 
Amstrad PCWS2S6 ILocoscrtot 2) £29.95 
Amstrad PCW CPrtA Computing . £29 95 
Amstrad PPC Portable . . £29 95 

Snide* PC 200 . £2995 

Amstrad 1640/1512 £2995 

Amstrad 15*0/1512 Extended £49.95 

Amstrad PC 200O £49.95 

Supercalc 2 iCPC & PCW) £29 95 

Suoereatc3 £29.95 

dBase ll tPCW I Pci £29.95 

Wordstar Express £2995 

Wordstar Professional (3 31 f29 95 

Promotion: 1640* Locoscnpt PC £7500 

Promotion: 2066 • Lotus 1-2-3 £69.95 

Promotion: any PCW Loco -CP/M. £4995 



GENERAL COURSES 

IBM PC ■ USOOS & Windows 2 

OrvettiPCS 

Acorn RISCOS tDTP 

Desktop Publishing 

Jimeworks Publisher 
Ventura Publisher V2 
PageMaker V3 

LocoScnpt PC .. 

HOT Perfect 5 

WordPerfects I 
WordStar 5 -6 
Wilis 1-2-3 10 ret 2.2 
Lotus 1-2-3 ret 3 
SuperCalc5 



tieu£*v&\ 



All courses available by return. 
Prices include PSPbvt exclude VAT. Send cheque lo: 

Headline Communication Ltd., 
PO Box 22, Hereford HR4 8UW 

or phone 0602 603623 quoting your i 
v - 3 Access or Visa number. 
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Ate you short of desk spate? Do you have 10 move ihe 
computer, et al, when not in use? Or do you jusi like to be 
tidy? Then this is lot you. A fully portable "home" lor your 
Amstrad 8000 PCW. Provision can be made lor hard disc or 
modem, and the use of fan-fold paper from either side. 




HOUSES WHOLE COMPUTER 

• COMPONENTS REMAIN 
CONNECTED 

• ASH VENEERED PANELS. 
LACQUERED BLACK. FLAT 
PACK KIT 

• ACCOMMODATES 24 DISCS. 
JSO A4 SHEETS. 
ENVELOPES. MOUSE AND 
MAINS PLUG 1 

• MONITOR RAISED AND 
ANGLED TO IMPROVE 
VIEWING 

• PRINTER SECURELY HELD FOR 
USE AND TRANSPORT 

• KEYBOARD STORAGE 



GNOME DESIGNS 

TO ORDER, post your cheque lor £45.71 made payable to Gnome Designs. 

FREEPOST LS2372, Syke Lane. LEEDS LSI4 3YV making sure you 
include your name and address. FOR ENQUIRIES OR TELEPHONE ORDERS 
USING ACCESS OR VISA call our order hotline on mt ^ 

0937 67171 _- 




BACK 
ISSUES... 

Are you a recent reader of 8000 Plus? Or have you missed out 

on someof the earlier issues and want to catch up? We have 

limited quantities of our back issues listed below. The 

prices include a nominal 25p postage. Remember, all 

issues contain excellent TipOff sections and the selection of 

BASIC listings, plus the other regulars. 



tssue 21 New LocoScripl fonts 
reviewed. Guide to add-ons. PC/PCW 
link. 
£1.75 

Issue 24 £1.73 9512 Special report, 
Four-page features, back issues index, 
astrology, cricket, database reviews, DiY 
Graphics, Mini Office book 
£1.75 

Issue 30 Speech synthesiser, teach your 
PCW to talk back, transferring files from 
a PCW to a PC. Lightning Basic review. 
£1.75 

Issue 32 Astrology on your PCW. 
Learning C/PM. PCW User Groups. The 
Amsirad-Sugar story. Publishing books. 
£1.75 

Issue 33. Four spreadsheets compared. 
C/PM for beginners, five budget printers 
reviewed 
£2.00 

Issue 34 . Accounting packages 
reviewed, the full report, write a best- 
seller, the series on spreadsheets. 
£2.00 

Issue 35 Take a look at communications, 
budget modems analysed. Play sweet music 
on your PCW. The PCW out on Safari in 
Africa 
£2.00 

Issue 37 Take a look at the jumbo 

ram drive for your PCW. Choose between 

three hard discs. Mini Office Plus, is it 

worth the wail? 

£2.00 

Issue 38 . Need a third disc drive? The 
Composers Pen for the PCW Musician. 
Women in computing. 
£2.00 



Issue 39 .Two new games. Choose a 
database from our selection. Which inter- 
face 

does what?. 
£2.00 

Issue 40 How to rescue lost data from 
damaged discs. PCW speech synthesiser. 
A tour of Ihe DTP options. 
£2.00 

Issue 41 The RAM pack that slots onlo 
Ihe PCW. Use your PCW as a fax 
£2.00 

Issue 42 Language learning packages. 
The Top Ten PCW games. Which word- 
processor should you choose. 
£2.00 

Issue 43 Discover your family tree with 
your PCW. How to gel lo grips with 
Mallard BASIC. 
£2.00 

Issue 44 Choosing a printer. Step by step 
guide to adding a 5.25" drive. The lastesl 
clip-art package for Stop Press. 
£2.00 

Issue 45 . New software aimed at 
keeping you fit and heallhy. Three horse- 
racing predilor programs. How to add a 
3.5" or 5.25" drive to your 95 1 2. 
£2.00 

Issue 46. The latest fax machine from 
Amstrad taken through iis paces. 
Locoscript PC, no need to team a new 
word processor. Home Entertainment 
Centre, the new compilation form CDS. 
We show you how to get started in com- 
munications. 
£2.00 



To order back issues use Ihe order form opposite 









A disk packed with helpful tools and programs when you subscribe to 8000 PLUS 



Some of the utilities included 
on the 'Soft Options' disk... 



CHECK3.BAS 

standard 8000 PLUS listings 

checksum utility 

DABBLE.BAS 

a share dealing simulation 

from Tom Cough Ian 

DU.COM 

a handy disk doctor tool 

DWBAS 

gives Mallard BASIC a 

whole new lease of life 

FREDA.BAS 

a version of the BASIC file 

editor from Luxsoft 



MANDEL.BAS 

Brian Aird's famous 

Mandelbrot set on your 

PCW 

NULU152.COM 

an excellent file handling 

device 

UKM72B.COM 

the famous comms utilities 

from PCW World 

ASCVAL.BAS 

for those who enjoy delving 

D.COM 

a quick directory system 



When you take out a subscription to 8000 
PLUS - Britain's best selling magazine for the 
Amstrad PCW you guarantee yourself a 
continuous supply of all the information you 
need to get the best out of you and your 
machine. Not only the latest news and product 
reviews but more importantly, practical 
guidance and tips to increase your effective- 
ness and make life easier. 
To guarantee your copy, complete the coupon 
below and return it immediately or call our 
credit card hotline on 0458 7401 1. 



..and much more besides 



"I have been a subscriber to 8000 PLUS since Issue One 
and rarely a month goes by without my learning some- 
thing new." Mr SI Payne, Great Missenden. 



12 ISSUES DELIVERED TO 

YOUR DOOR FOR ONLY £23.40 

AND ... IF YOU SUBSCRIBE TODAY, 

YOU RECEIVE THE 'SOFT OPTIONS' 

DISK ABSOLUTELY FREE! 



GUARANTEE You may cancel your subscription at any time and we will refund you for all unmailed issues - no quibbles, no risk. 



YES 



f 



Please enter / renew my subscription to 
8000 Plus and send me the disk 
THE SOFT OPTION' FREE OF CHARGE 



Name 



(please tick as appropriate) 
O Mainland UK £23.40 
" Europe £38.40 

Rest ot the World £53.40 



Address 



To ensure you get the best possible 

service, all overseas subscriptions are 

now sent by Airmail only 



Back Issues (for price details see opposite) 
Please circle 
21 24 25 30 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 



Postcode 



TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE 



£ 



My method of payment is (tick your choice) 
D VISA (ACCESS EXPIRY DATE _ 

CARD NO. 



Telephone number 



CHEQUE Make payable to Future Publishing Limited and enclose with this 
form in an envelope addressed to: 
8000 Subscriptions, FREEPOST, Somerton, Somerset TA11 7BR 



Signature 



Date 



8./SP/A4/1190 



DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 



WORD PROCESSING 



Please state which PCW model. All 

Locomotive products are for use with 

LocoScript 2 only unless otherwise stated 

LocoScript 2 24.95 

LocoSpell 1 9.95 




....24.95 




9.95 




....27.95 




.36.95 

....31.95 




....41.95 




....24.95 


LocoFont 24 (Text/Display) 


....24.95 




....16.95 


24 Pin Printer Drivers Disc 


....19.95 


9512 Prinrwheels Disc 


....12.95 




....14.95 


Superrype 2 (fonts program) 


12.95 


PROTEXT PCW 

The fast alternative to LocoScript, 

with Mail Merge and Spell Checker. 

£37.95 



DATABASES 



Masterfile 8000 3 1 .95 

AtLasiPlus 24.95 

Comix Card Index (state model) 19.95 

Minerva First Base 19.95 



BUSINESS & FINANCIAL 



MONEY MANAGER PCW 

The best selling finance package 

for small business or personal use 

£31.95 



Comix Simple Accounts 2 45.95 

Comix Invoicing 3 1 .95 

Comix Job Estimator 55.95 

full specifications available on request 

Stockmarket 2 34.95 

Cracker 2 Turbo, spreadsheet 35.95 

System 3 (by Digita) 33.95 



SUPERCALC 2 
£29.95 



PROGRAMMING 



Amor C 35.95 

HisoftC 35.95 

Nevada COBOL 35.95 

Pascal 80 35.95 

Devpac 80 35.95 

Maxam 2 35.95 

HiSoft Forth 35.95 



PRO-SCAN 

At last a high quality scanner for all 

PCW's. Based on a 400 dpi hand held 

scanner & offering 4 scanning modes this 

is the ideal partner for MicroDesign 2. 

£179.00 



MICRO DESIGN 2 

The best DTP program available for the 

PCW. Drives 9 pin, 24 pin and even 
Laser printers for top quality documents. 
software only £39.95 
with AMX Mouse £84.95 

Mouse and Interface 47.50 

Desktop Publisher and Mouse 59.95 

Stop Press 34.95 

Stop Press and Mouse 69.95 

MasterScan 54.95 

MasterScan and MasterPaint 59.95 

MasterScan, Paint, and Mouse 99.95 

MasterScan is for 8256 & 8512 only. 
It is a good value scanner for digitising 

hold black and white line drawings. 
Please call for advice before ordering. 

CF2 DISCS 5 10 

Amsoft 12.00 21.95 

Maxell 11.00 19.95 



D.T.P. AND GRAPHICS I EDUCATIONAL & TUTORIAL 



Foreign Languages, bv Kosmos 

French Mistress (12 to adult) 15.95 

German Master (12 to adult) 15.95 

Spanish Tutor (12 to adult) 15.95 

Italian Tutor ( 12 to adult) 15.95 

BfiC Software Range 

Junior Playtime (4 to 8 years) 10.95 

Schools Out (7 to 14) 10.95 

Ultimate Sums (5 to 15) 10.95 

Ultimate Quiz 10.95 

Others 

Iansyst Crash Course 18.95 

Iansyst Two Finger Conversion 18.95 

Crash Course is aimed al the novice typist, and leaches 

'correct' typing from the outset. Two Fingers is for more 

experienced keyboard users, and gradually coaxes you 

into using all of your fingers on the right keys! 

Perfect Touch, (by Digita) ...19.95 

Clock Chess 89 14.95 

Colossus Bridge 4 13.95 

Comp Home Entertainment Centre 14.95 

Cross-Grid 10.95 

Graham Gooch Test Cricket 14.95 

Head Coach v3 13.95 

Lancelot 14.95 

Tomahawk 14.95 

Time and Magik 10.95 

Dust Covers 

8256/8512. 3 piece 9.95 

9512 (w/out sheetfeeder), 3 pc 10.95 

9512, inc sheetfeeder. 3 pc 12.95 

K'hhQnS 

8256/85 12. 14 metre fabric each 3.95 

two for 7.00 
9512 continuous fabric each 2.95 

two for 5.00 
95 12 Amstrad branded Film each 3.95 

five for 17.95 

12 for 39.95 



MISCELLANEOUS 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

complete suite of Word Processor, 

Comms, Spreadsheet (includes 

Graphics) and Database programs, 

manual and John Hughes' All In One 

Mini Office Book 

£25.95 



PCW UPGRADES 



Internal 256k Memory for 8256 24.95 

Amstrad FD2 700k 3" Disc Drive 89.95 

Amstrad FD4 9512 second drive 99.95 

SCA 51 2k Rampack for all PCWs 113.85 

SCA 768k Rampack for 8256 136.85 

Flipper 2 Plus requires 512k 29.95 



FITTING SERVICE 

Interested in upgrading your 8256 but don't 

fancy DIY? We can now offer a fitting 

service on FD2 disc drives and internal 

memory expansions for the 8256, 

including collection, fitting, testing and 

return to you by courier within seven 

working days. 

FITTING SERVICE. ...£35.00 

Price applies to fitting either FD2, 
memory expansion, or both if done at the 
same time. Please call for further details. 



PRINTERS 



All of the following printers are supplied with the necessary 
cable for your 9512. If you Ixave an 8256 or 8512 you will 
need a suitable interface, such as the SCA Professional at 
£49.95. A suitable cable will then be supplied to fit this. 

We are happy to give our advice on printers. Please call any 
of the numbers sliown below during normal office hours. 

9 Pin Printers 

STAR LC- 10 Mark One 169.95 

STAR LC-10 Mark Two 189.95 

NEW!! STAR LC200 219.95 

24 Pin Printers 

NEW!! STAR LC24-200 269.95 

PANASONIC KXP-1 124 259.95 

NEW!! STAR LC24-200 COLOUR....299.95 



INTERFACES 

SCA PROFESSIONAL £49.95 

SCA PRO PLUS £59.95 



WE 

HAVE 

MOVED!! 



Overseas orders welcomed-please write for details 

WE ARE NOW IN OUR SEVENTH YEAR OF SPECIALISING IN AMSTRAD SOFTWARE AND EQUIPMENT. OUR POLICY IS TO 

PROVIDE A WIDE RANGE OF PRODUCTS, AT DISCOUNT PRICES, WITH A FAST "TURN AROUND" TIME FOR ORDERS. 

CALLERS WELCOME: 9.30 TO 5.30, MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

PLEASE SEND CHEQUES OR POSTAL ORDERS TO: 

M.J.C. SUPPLIES (PLS) 

2 THE ARCHES, ICKNIELD WAY, LETCHWORTH, HERTS, SG6 1UJ 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES ON: I visa 

(0462)48.11.66 

(6 LINES) Proprietor: MJ Cooper. 





Doctor Eban manages the 
distribution of paintings 
throughout the nation's hospi- 
tals with the help ot Master! ile 
am) his PCW 9512. 



Room with a View 



Hospitals and modern art seem unusual bedfellows; Sophie Lankenau 
visited one collection of paintings which is viewed strictly by appointment only 



When Doctor Raphael Eban 
retired from his job at 
Ealing Hospital two years 
ago, it was in order to start 
work all over again. A long and illustri- 
ous career as a diagnostic radiologist 
may have come to an end. but when the 
time came for him to hang up his 
stethoscope, the doctor was asked what 
he wanted for a retirement present. " 
A computer," he replied simply to 
the amazement of his colleagues. 
And he got it. 

Doctor Eban now lives in a quiet 
Oxfordshire village, where the sleepy 
silence is disturbed only by the singing 
of the birds and the clattering of fingers 
on a keyboard. The doctor is acting 
director of a nationwide charity called 
Paintings in Hospitals. He spends his 
time managing an art collection, which 
is distributed among a number of 
British hospitals, with the help of a very 
competent personal assistant - a PCW 
95 12. Doctor Eban had become 
acquainted wiih the PCW at Ealing 
Hospital, where he used a 95 12 to han- 
dle all his administrative work. At the 
same time, he was also involved with 
Paintings in Hospitals. 



"The charity was getting very com- 
plex in terms of administration." Doctor 
Eban told us. "It was clear that we 
needed some kind of computerised sys- 
tem to help us keep track of the collec- 
tion. Other members of the group were 
worried that it would cost too much to 
install a system, but 1 told them that I 
could do it for about £500. 1 don't think 
they believed me, but I told them to 
leave it to me. I got to work with the 
PCW. and began looking for a database 
which could handle the task." 

Paintings for decorating 

The charity owns 1 187 paintings, which 
it lends to hospitals all over the country. 
"It's a bit like a library." Doctor Eban 
told us. "We have to keep track of all 
the paintings, call them back in and re- 
distribute them, buy some more in and 
sell some off to boost funds. On a 
national scale, that's a big organisa- 
tional task." 

The doctor's experience with the 
PCW in his job had only really included 
word processing. When it came to find- 
ing a suitable database for his work with 
the charity, his first choice was 
LocoFile. "I found LocoFile totally 



impenetrable," he laughed. "You have 
one flat file and one card for one thing. 
You look at the screen and you can't 
read it for all the commands. 1 kept 
coming up against the dreaded syntax 
error and I just couldn't go any further." 

It was 8000 Plus which saved the 
day. "I noticed the tutorial series on 
Masterfile." said Dr Eban. "and the 
program looked rather good. I was stuck 
in a rut with LocoFile. so I thought I'd 
try Masterfile instead. It has taken me 
three months of hard work to find my 
way around it." 

The results have made the time 
spent in learning his way aroung the 
program well worth it. 

"The first thing which impressed 
me about Masterfile was that it has a 
very fast and easy search facility. If you 
want to find out how many paintings 
you have by a certain artist, you just key 
in the name and the program starts look- 
ing. Then, you might want to find out 
exactly where they are. what the cata- 
logue number is and so on. It's really 
very easy once you know how." he 
explained. 

With the basics firmly in his grasp. 
Doctor Eban then had to think about ► 



Masterclass 
revisited 

Masterfile 80(10 is 
one of the most pop- 
ular databases in 
existence for the 
PCW. It is available 
from Campbell 
Systems (their 
'phone number is 
0378 77762/3) for 
£49.95. 8000 Plus 
carried a full 4-part 
tutorial series on 
Masterfile beginning 
in issue 42. 




Case in point 



Public 
hanging 

Paintings in 
Hospitals concerns 
itself only with the 
works of British con- 
temporary artists. 
Each work is an 
original. Hospitals 
within a 20 mile 
radius of London 
make their selections 
at an annual exhibi- 
tion. This is held at 
the Kind Edward 
Hospital Fund 
Centre, 126 Albert 
Street, NW1. There 
are usually several 
hospitals competing 
for the more popular 
pictures but a com- 
plet ballot system 
ensures that most 
demands are met. 



what he really needed from a database. 
"The main thing for me was thai I 
needed to know about paintings," he 
told us. "The second thing was that I 
needed to find a way of displaying 
everything I knew about a painting on a 
file card. The next step was to consider 
exactly what I needed to know about a 
given painting. I managed to get hold of 
a collector's specification sheet which I 
used as a template for my records. 
Essentially, what my records tell me is 
the name of a painting and its artist, the 
size, the kind - whether it's a water- 
colour or an oil - where it came from, 
how much it costs, its insurance value 
and, lastly, its history. By that, I mean 
how many hospitals have had it on loan 
and how popular it is." 

Inside information 

The database currently holds the details 
of about 250 paintings. With the amount 
of information needed to complete just 
one record, building it up is a lengthy 
and time-consuming process. However, 
once it is all there, it becomes a power- 
ful source of reference. 

"Not only can you ask information 
about one painting." explained Doctor 



Eban, "but you can also turn the search 
around and find out about one hospital. 
You might want to know what, say. 
Hammersmith hospital has got at the 
moment, or all the paintings which we 
have ever sent there. Masterfile is very 
good at a global search like that." 

"I can also get a list of all the paint- 
ings which are insured for over £500, or 
whatever figure you choose, so you can 
get an idea of the current value of the 
collection," he continued. 

The hospital file contains 'financial 
and transactional' information. By a 
series of simple keypresses, Masterfile 
can show details of the hospital's 
record. "All that means is that we can 
find out if an invoice has been paid, if 
any paintings have ever been lost by 
that hospital." he explained. "Many hos- 
pitals actually have their own art com- 
mittees, so we don't encounter too many 
problems with 'losing' paintings." 

Likes and dislikes 

Was there anything about Masterfile 
which the doctor did not like? "There's 
nothing to dislike about it; the only 
annoying thing is that loading the thing 
up is quite a slow business, and 












Charity begins in hospital 



Paintings in Hospitals is 
not a new charity. It has 
been running for nearly 
30 years, and has 
almost 1.300 paintings 
in its collection. 

The charity buys all 
kinds of paintings, from 
valuable work by famous 
painters, to the work of 
young artists. "We're 
very keen to encourage 
youngsters," Doctor 
Eban told us, "by going 
around the art schools 
looking for young talent 
and buying up the work. 
When it is displayed in 
hospitals, it gets 
exposed to a very wide 
audience." 

A hospital will usu- 
ally borrow a minimum 
of ten paintings from the 
charity. A nominal fee of 
£5 - £10 per year is 
charged for each paint- 
ing, and hospitals will generally keep the same col- 
lection for four years. The paintings are then re- 
called, and re-distributed to other hospitals. 

"It is quite a simple idea," Doctor Eban told us, 
"but it's a very good one. If we can help to brighten 
up the stay of patients in hospital by giving them 
something beautiful to look at, then it is a worth- 
while activity. It puts real live paintings, oils and 
watercolours - not reproductions - where people can 
see them. The Arts Council does the same sort of 
thing, but the charge they make to the hospitals is 
greater than ours." 

When a very valuable painting comes into the 
collection, the charity has to make a decision as to 
whether it should be displayed in a hospital, or sold. 



Doctor Raphael Eban, carrying on the work of Paintings 
In Hospitals begun by Sheridan Russell 30 years ago 



"We had such a painting 
last year. We knew that 
it would fetch about 
£30,000, which could 
enable us to buy a whole 
host of other paintings 
to distribute. We 
decided to sell it in the 
end, the theory being 
that it was better to cap- 
italise on some of our 
valuable old paintings to 
buy non-valuable new 
ones. One of the paint- 
ings which was bought 
when the charity was set 
up 30 years ago have 
now become worth a lot 
of money; the process is 
self-generating, if you 
like, because there is a 
steady stream of work in 
the collection which will 
be of value after a num- 
ber of years." 

The charity holds 
an exhibition once a 
year, to raise funds and to promote awareness of 
the organisation. Representatives from hospitals 
attend the exhibition to see what is on offer, then 
may go on to request the loan of a certain painting. 
Although the charity is the only one of its kind, 
it is quite small. "The only problem we really have," 
Doctor Eban told us. "is that we are an amateur 
charity that needs to get professional. Using the 
PCW is one step towards improving things, but we've 
still got a long way to go." 

If you would like to find out more about the 
charity, write to Paintings in Hospitals, 
c/o Samaritan Hospital, Marylebone Road, 
London NW1 5YE. They can be contacted on the 
number 071 723 7422. 
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changing files can take time. My 
artist's file is up to about 47k now, so 
it's not really surprising!" 

" The only other thing is the man- 
ual. Whoever wrote it knew the subject 
so well, that they forgot to write it for 
idiots. I am helping the two ladies in the 
office to learn LocoScript, and 1 write 
out instructions which say things like 
'Now press |ENTER]. now press 
IRETURN]'. and that is the way I 
would have liked to have learnt 
about Masterfile. All the information 
is in the manual, if you go away and 
work at it, but, my goodness, you do 
have to work at it!" 

Doctor Eban is currently consider- 
ing changing word processors, from 
LocoScript to Tasword. 'Somebody 
recommended it to me. so I thought I'd 
try it out. I'm not sure thai it will allow 
me to have such efficient file 
management as LocoScript, but I'll have 
to wait and see." 

Horses for courses 

In ihe meantime, the Doctor is concen- 
trating all his energy into finishing the 
database. "I suppose the best way to 
look at a database is in terms of how it 
compares to old shoe boxes," he 
laughed. "You will find everything you 
need in a shoe-box. but it will take you 
all day to track it down. So. even though 
it is taking me ages to complete this 
database by myself, it will be saving me 
time in Ihe long run!" 

Not everyone, it has to be said, 
initially shared the Doctor's faith in 
the PCW when he made it known that 
the 9512 was going to help him with 
his work. 

"Someone at Ihe charily actually 
said to me, 'You'll never do it with one 
of those things! '. 1 turned to her and I 
said, 'When you take the kids to school, 
you don't do it in a Porsche: you take 
them in a beaten up old Morris Minor". 
What I meant was, that you pick the 
right tools for the right job." 

"If you look ai the new, so-called 
'sophisticated' technology," he contin- 
ued, "you'll find thai the word 'sophisti- 
cated' often means 'loo complex for its 
purpose'. If you're a soldier and you gel 
a sophisticated gun, you'll find that it 
will go wrong when you are at ground 
level; the sand gels into it. There's alot 
to be said for being wary of high tech- 
nology; I have generally found it to be 
the case thai the more basic the equip- 
ment, the more user friendly it is any- 
way." The future of this charity for lend- 
ing modern works of art to hospitals 
looks rosy. With the organisation well 
under control in the hands of Doctor 
Eban and his PCW. there seems no rea- 
son why the collection should not con- 
tinue to expand, and Ihe work of 
Paintings in Hospitals extend into more 
and more hospitals. "I enjoyed my 
career." commented Doctor Eban, "and 
now I'm enjoying my work with the 
charity. I am lucky to have the spare 
time, and the resources, to help other 
people - and I intend to keep on doing it 
for as long as I can." • 
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Back to School 



This month, we look at two educational software packages 
which take the terror out of learning Maths and English 



Crossgrid 

£14.95 • DGC 



0274 636475 



"Crossword puzzles without clues" is the promise on the packaging of 
educational software producer DGC's latest offering, Crossgrid. This 
is an education in itself: solving a crossword without clues is as amor- 
phous a task as driving a car without wheels. 

All is revealed as soon as the program is loaded from a CP/M- 
booted machine. Crossgrid is essentially a numerical teaser, where 
numbers represent letters of the alphabet on a crossword grid. All you 
have to do is to examine the number sequences and guess which num- 
ber represents which letter. In the margin next to the grid there is a 
column of numbers, each of which represents a different letter. 

To 'guess" a letter you simply go to the number underneath which 
you think a letter is hiding and type it in. Correct identification 
instantly changes every occurence of the number on the grid to the let- 
ter. There are varying degrees of play. For the lower levels ("easy", 
'medium' or "hard") the grid appears with the vowels already 
revealed. All the words contain five letters, so once a few vowels have 
been sprinkled around, the task should be easy. Or so you might think. 

Some words hardly trip off the tongue in everyday conversation. 
The 'easy* grid has reasonably familiar words such as 'quota', 'rural' 
and "brawn" - perhaps not the vocabulary of the 'younger children' at 
whom the program is partly directed but certainly within the grasp of 
those in their early teens. In the 'medium' level, things begin to 




The opening screen of a challenge at 'easy' level comes complete with 
all the vowels In postilion. Your job is to fill in the gaps 




A completed 'supreme' level grid. With no vowels to help you, and no 
indication of whether you've guessed a letter correctly, this one is tricky 



emlie 
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change. The appearence of 'tatou', 'oriel', 
'sajou'. 'volti' and 'dsomo' leaves you under the 
impression that you've dropped in on a lecture on 
international cultural studies. When you are faced with 'mugil', 
'solah', 'sudak', 'loess' and 'dryas', some of the simpler words from 
the 'hard' level you become convinced that you are. 

Having said that, because there are no 'clues' for the words, you 
don't really have to be familiar with their meanings. Indeed, in the 
solution of one or two other puzzles, you often find that these words 
have formed themselves. A misplaced sense of achievement is yours 
for a few seconds, when you see that you have produced 'coign', 
'secco' and 'voile' with no effort at all. 

Help is always at hand as well. By entering a |?| at an unknown 
number, the letter which it represents is instantly revealed and inserted 
on to the grid in all the appropriate places. 

Creme de la creme 

The top two levels of play (champion and supreme) are not for the 
fainthearted. At champion level, you have no vowels to help you on 
the path to a solution. Faced with a gridful of seventeen five-number 
'words', the task seems almost insurmountable. 

There are two ways to approach it. The first is to look at the 
sequences to find patterns of letters. Vowels have a habit of appearing 
as second letters, or in a pattern separated by one consonant. Finding 
one such sequence means that you only have to have five guesses at 
the identity of a number, and a solution is found. You can then fill the 
vowel-punctuated skeleton in the same way as you could for the pre- 
vious levels of play. By the way, the words at champion level are also 
suitably obscure unless "tucum', 'sigla', "pogge" or 'capoc' are part of 
your everyday language. 

Supreme level is quite a different matter. Again, you do not have 
vowels to guide you. But that's nothing compared to the other obsta- 
cle facing you. 

"Don't tell me I'm wrong" 

This time, when you guess the identity of the number, there is no deci- 
sive 'beep' to tell you if your choice is wrong. Instead, the program 
takes your choice of letter and imposes it on to the grid, whether it is 
right or wrong. You continue until it is clear that the choice of letter is 
incorrect. You can then change your mind 
by selecting the number again in the mar- 
gin and pressing the spacebar to cancel 
your choice, allowing you to replace it 
with another letter. 

Crossgrid has. in fact, few failings. 
The only thing it lacks, perhaps, is an ele- 
ment of competitiveness. True, it is 
intended as an educational package rather 
than as a game but play could have been 
spiced up further by the inclusion of time 
limits or some kind of 'reward' or bonus 
for identifying all the letters without 
recourse to the 'help with letter" option. 

It is also very rewarding to complete 
the grid without one false identification, a 
task often achievable at 'easy" or 'medium' 
levels of play. These minor criticisms did 
nothing, however, to reduce the challenge 
laid down by Crossgrid. The puzzle is ver- 
satile, and above all, it is totally addictive 
- the ultimate proof of a good package. 



Crossgrid 



Pluses 

▲ Easy to install 
Variety of challenge 
levels 

▲ Ideal for lateral thinkers 
* Totally addictive 

Minuses 

▼ No competitive element 

▼ Some very obscure 
words 



Ease of use 
Addictiveness 
Documentation 4 5 
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Ultimate Sums 

£14.95 • DGC • 0274 636475 

Learning "tables' was surely one of the most loathsome tasks ever to 
burden young children in their schooldays, probably even more hate- 
ful than those infamous school dinners. You can't help wondering, 
when you experiment with DGC Software's Ultimate Sums, 
that a little imagination could have gone a long way in mak- 
ing mathematics a thing to tolerate rather that dread. 

Imaginative presentation and delivery are precisely the 
tools employed in Ultimate Sums, resulting in something 
of a turnaround for the learning process as a whole. 

It is not only 'tables' which are dealt with in 
Ultimate Sums. There are all the basics such as addi- 
tion, subtraction, and division and. for the more enter- 
prising student, squares, cubes, square roots and cube 
roots. 

Sumthing different 

The 'sums' are played on a noughts and crosses grid - or OXO grid as 
the documentation prefers to call it. The documentation (all on disc 
incidentally), is well worth taking a look at before you begin. This is 
not because the program is hard to understand or operate, but simply 
because there is a great deal on offer here in terms of levels of diffi- 
culty and kinds of play. 

Loading the program is simple enough, satisfying one of the first 
requirements of any educational software program. Any youngster 
who knows the alphabet will, with CP/M loaded, be able to type in 
'sums' at the a> prompt and wait for the program to load. 

Starting at level one (of eight) will have you tackling very simple 
addition of numerals below ten. The noughts and crosses grid is filled 
with numbers and the program asks you to make your 'move' on the 
square by typing in the relevant number. 

You are then asked to provide the answer to a sum (2+3 and 1+2 
are among the more testing examples). The correct response earns you 
a large tick on the screen, made up of the word 'correct' repeated 20 
times. Incorrect replies produce a less impressive cross on the screen, 
using the word 'wrong'. 

Depending on your answer, the number on the grid is either 
replaced by a nought or a cross. The idea is to complete a vertical, 
horizontal or diagonal line of correct answers (noughts) to 'win' the 
game. You can then repeat (he game, or move on to another challenge. 

Play attention! 

There are many features to keep infant attention firmly on the screen 
in this package. The very first is the fact that you are asked for your 
name at the outset. You are then addressed by name in every question 
or message thereafter. This personal touch could do a lot to encourage 
the very young, who will immediately feel that the tasks they have to 
carry out are being asked of them by a friend, rather than a com- 
plex piece of software. 

The second is an optional 'joke' selection. When a sum is cor- 
rectly solved, a joke trickles on to the screen from right to left at a 
reasonable reading pace for young players. The 'punch- 
line' is delivered by press- 
ing another key. 

This idea of reward is 
a good one. although 
when you've been 
playing for a while, 
some old chestnuts do 
seem to appear all too 
frequently. 

The one about 
'Give me a sentence 
with the word anti- 
dotes in it'- answer. | 
'My auntie dotes 
on me' - will not 
be an after dinner 
favourite when 
you've seen it three 
or four times. 
The program allows 
up to eight players to par- 




Ultimate Sums 



Pluses 

▲ Will appeal to all age 
groups 

A Facility to print out 
score sheets 

▲ Great way to learn an 
unpopular subject 

Minuses 

. Challenges are a 
bit slow to load 



Ease ol Use 4/ 

Challenge 

Interactiveness 



8000 Plus 
Value Verdict 



ticipate in a round of play, all with individual ability levels and an 
optional timer setting. This could prove invaluable for teachers with 
limited hardware resources at school, who will be able to 'share' one 
machine between a number of participating youngsters. 

It also encourages a healthy competitive element, with the age old 
problem of peer rivalry being turned to advantage. 

Ultimate Sums does not stop at simple problem solving. If you 
change discipline or difficulty level, then you are in for something 
of a challenge. Level five transports you mercilessly from the 
comfort of 2x3 up to the dizzy heights of 369+144. 

What's the score? 

The program also keeps score sheets, a bonus for teachers or parents 
who want to check a child's progress without having to stand over 
them. This also means that the player is allowed time to work out an 
answer, unless of course the timer is selected. The score sheet can be 
printed out at the end of a session and kept for future reference. 

Ultimate Sums is an original, innovative way to encourage 
your children to learn. Not only that, it is extraordinarily good value 
for money. The range of difficulty levels means that the program can 
be of use to the very young and the A Level mathematician alike - and 
you can be sure that it will keep both groups entertained for hours. 
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+2=3 
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Level on in the addition game. The idea is to play noughts and crosses 

with the machine by solving sums. Wrong answers give the machine the 

next move. The answer to the joke, by the way, is an angle! 
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At high levels in the cube root puzzle, things begin to get a bit tricky. The 
range ot ability levels means that whole families can use the program 
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Score sheets can be printed out for reference purposes. This means that 
you can leave a child to work on their own, then check performance later 
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Fancy your chances on the coconut shy? 

Find out how good your aim really is 

with this month's listings game. 



Nuts.bas by A.R. Tutcher 



Coconuts - ill hanging don. Frimd aigcrnon trirt to hit thxi hg throning a rock 
it then. If he hits one he scores a point, but hit or «iss, he doesn't set another 
rock until the thrown rock his finished its course. He throws i rock uhen sou press 

the Space-Bar. aigernm his between CO ind 1M rooks. Uhen ill the coconuts on 

i screen hive been hit, i new bitch will arrive but the nore screens ire cleared, the 

hirder it gets because the coconuts go higher and higher. 

MRS m KEY to tun 



Algernon, the famed coconut thrower, is introduced 



Here's a question for you, folks : how 
do you manage to get a coconut out of a 
coconut iree? It may sound like a 
strange question with nothing whatso- 
ever to do with your usual Listings spot, 
but. in fact, there are three possibilities. 
The first is to climb the tree - not advis- 
able, since they don't have any 
branches. The second is to get an outra- 
geously long stick, and knock them off 
- this is called the sensible approach. 
The third is to run around like a mad- 
man beneath them, throwing a stone 
skywards and hoping that you 
eventually hit your target. 



If this sounds like the kind of activ- 
ity you enjoy, then you will probably 
appreciate this month's listing. 

The game is called, appropriately 
enough. Nuts, but whether this refers to 
the coconuts, or the state of mind of the 
little man is unclear. The man sprints 
across the screen throwing rocks at the 
coconuts which are dangling alluringly 
above his head; they're actually hanging 
from strings of differing lengths rather 
than in their natural habitat. The run- 
ning figure is called, oddly enough, 
Algernon. Algernon's role in life is to 
knock down as many coconuts as he 



: cls$=e$+" E" +e$+" H" 



10 REM NUTS by ART 

20 DIM leg$<2> , wire<89,2) ; hiscare=0: e$=CHR4 <27) 

30 u$="_";ulS=STRING$<84,u$> 

40 p$="PLAY AGAIN <Y/N>?" : conS=CHR$ <10>+STRING$ <4, 8) 

50 leg$ <0>=CHR$<47)+u$+CHR$<149>+uS: leg$ <1 >=CHRS <149> +u$+CHR$ <92 >+u$ 

60 bady$=CHR$<188)+CHR$<143)+" ":head$=" "+CHRS <127)+" » 

70 DEF FNat$<x,y)=e$+"Y"+CHR$<32+y>+CHR$<32+x> 

80 DEF FNcen$<y>=FNat$<<90-<LEN<b$>+LEN<bb$>>)\2,y>+b$+bb$ 

90 DEF FNal$<x 1 y,l)=FNat$<x,y)+head$+con$+body$+can$+leg$<l> 

100 DEF FNch$<x,y)=FNat$<x,y)+CHR$<188)+CHR$<8)+CHR$<10)+CHRS(32) 

110 DEF FNva$<x,y)=FNat$<x, y>+" " +conS+" «+ C on$+"V " 



The program is initialised above, Algernon himself is actually defined as a series of characters. 



130 PRINT cls$:y=0: WHILE y<20:READ y , b$ , bb$ : PRINT FNcenS <y> : WEND 
140 k$="": WHILE k$=" " | r=RND: k$=INKEY$ : WEND: 



0956 
18ED 
0AE3 
1525 
1869 
125D 
1008 
16FE 
1A20 
196C 
1846 



1E42 
1512 



The instructions are printed out onto the screen in lines 130 to 140. 



150 shy=INT<RND*40)+60:score=0:scr=18: PRINT cls$; eS+"f » 

160 FOR n=0 TO 89; wire <n, 1)=0: wire <n,2)=2: NEXT 

170 throw=l: l=l:rise=0: k$="" 

JSn ^=^- 2: <l t y= IN T<RND*9>+6 : PRINT clsS; FNatS <3, 2>ul*; FNat* <3, 28) ul$; 

lr° lllll FNat *<35,l>"Hiscore = " j hiscore; FNatS (5, 1 ) "Score = »{4oorej 

200 PRINT FNat$<71,l>"Shies left = » ; shy: 

210 FOR n=l TO qty 

220 wix=INT<RND*80>+5: IF wire <wix, 1) = 1 THEN GOTO 220 



1B81 
15B5 
0D2D 
20AC 
2008 
1183 
08EE 
1833 



230 wire<wlx,l>=l:wiy=INT<RND*7) : wire<wix 1 2>=wiy+scr:FOR y=3 TO <wiy+scr> 27C9 



The game variables are set up and the actual screen is drawn. 
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can. What the player must do is 
time each of his throws by pressing 
the space bar. 

Timing is absolutely crucial, and 
the game is far more tricky than it 
sounds. Once the stone has disappeared 
from the screen Algernon is immedi- 
ately provided with a new one. 

The coconuts are hanging at vari- 
ous heights and the object is not to beat 
the clock, but to hit as many coconuts 
as you can before running out of stones. 
If you are good enough to clear the first 
screen, you go onto the next level. 

The screen is more or less the same 
except the coconuts are In new posi- 
tions. To make things more difficult. 



they are also higher on each screen. 

Moving images are still quite a 
novelty on the PCW, but that is not the 
only impressive aspect of this program. 
What is really unusual is the attention 
to detail. We've found here at 8000 Plus 
that many commercially produced pro- 
grams are less user-friendly than this 
particular program. 

The instructions, for example, are 
thoughtfully included at the beginning 
of the program. The game also man- 
ages to end gracefully. A banner saying 
"Game over" appears, and you are 
asked if you want to play again. It even 
keeps track of the high score - a nice 
touch to a very professional program.* 




Here is Algernon sprinting maniacally across the screen from right 
to left. Just press the space bar and he'll fire a stone into the air! 







240 PRINT FNat$(wix,y>CHR$(149): NEXT: PRINT FNat$ (wix, y)CHR$ (187) : NEXT 22AA 

250 y=26 0302 

260 FOR x=85 TO 1 STEP -l:ON throw GOSUB 360,390: IF shy=0 THEN GOTO 290 2037 

270 IF qty=0 THEN GOTO 160 0BB9 



The game play happens here; a subroutine is used to throw the stone. 



280 
290 
300 
310 
320 
330 
340 
350 
360 
370 
380 
390 
400 
410 
420 
430 
440 



PRINT FNal$<x,y,l);l=l+<l=l): NEXT: PRINT FNva$ <x, y) : GOTO 250 

b$=" GAME ":bb$="OVER " : IF score>hiscore THEN hiscore=score 

PRINT FNat$<45, 1 Jhiscore; e$+" p" ; FNcenS <y-l ) ; e$+"q" : PRINT FNvaS(x,y> 

FOR n=l TO 17:x=51-n:body$=" "+CHRS (143)+" " +MID* (p$, 18-n, 1 ) 

PRINT FNal$(x,y, 1) : 1=1+(1=1): NEXT: x=x-l: PRINT FNva$(x,y) 

k$="" : WHILE k$="" OR <k$<>"Y" AND k$<>"N" ) : k$=UPPER$ ( INKEY$> : WEND 

body$=CHR$(188)+CHR$(143>+" " : IF k$="Y" THEN GOTO 150 

PRINT cls$;e$+"e";e$+"q" : END 

k$=INKEY$:IF k$<>" "THEN RETURN: REM Space-bar or not? 

throw=2: body$=" "+CHR4 (143)+" " : head$=CHR$ (188)+CHR$ (127)+" " 

rise=l: RETURN 

IF rise=l THEN stx=x: head$=" "+CHRS (127)+" " : yy=25: rise=0 

PRINT FNch$<stx,yy):yy=yy-l: IF yy<> wire (stx, 2) THEN RETURN 

score=score- (wire <stx, 1) = 1> 

qty=qty+(wire(stx, 1> = 1) I PRINT FNat$(13, Dscore 

PRINT FNatS(stx, yy+1)" " : IF wire (stx, 1 ) = 1 THEN wire (stx, 1)=0 

shy=shy-l: PRINT FNat$ (84 , 1 )shy 



The game ends on line 350. Line 360 is the space bar selection . 
The rest of the code, from line 370 to line 450 ,is dedicated to the throw itself. 



450 throw=l: k$=" " : body$=CHR$ (188) +CHRS (143) +" " : RETURN 

460 DATA 2, "COCONUT ","SHY" 

470 DATA 6, "Coconuts - all hanging down." 

480 DATA " Friend Algernon tries to hit them by throwing a rock" 

490 DATA 8,"at them. If he hits one he scores a point, " 

500 DATA "but hit or miss, he doesn't get another" 

510 DATA 10, "rock until the thrown rock has finished its course. " 

520 DATA "He throws a rock when you press" 

530 DATA 12, "the Space-Ear, Algernon has between 60 and 100 rocks. 

540 DATA "When all the coconuts on" 

550 DATA 14, "a screen have been hit, a new batch will arrive " 

560 DATA "but the more screens are cleared, the" 

570 DATA 16, "harder it gets because ","the coconuts go higher and higher 

580 DATA 20, "PRESS ANY ","KEY TO PLAY" 



The data above is used to print out the original message on the screen shown on the preceding page. 



1EC6 

1F78 

1FB7 

16EB 

1CE6 

1C99 

161B 

0C35 

1A71 

15AC 

0964 

1AF0 

2335 

0FCF 

1A3D 

1E32 

10C1 



165E 
0A4F 
1396 
2160 
1A6E 
19C2 
21F2 
15F4 
1F26 
11CE 
1D96 
1853 
"2381 
1153 
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Beginners' Corner 



Book look! 
in realty gel ii> grips 
wiiii BASIC you wID 
eventually need a 
booh to guide you 
through the |iill;ilK. 
< >ne of I lie best on the 
market is Program 
your PCW by Ian 
Sinclair (£&50) from 
<;ienlop(07l 953 
9292). We reviewed 
(his way back in Issue 
4 of 8000 Plus on 
page 50. Read, as 
they say, all about it! 



So whai exactly is in a BASIC pro- 
gram? What makes it print messages 
onto the screen? And how does it work 
out all of those complicated sums? If 
these are the sort of questions that 
spring to mind when you see a BASIC 
program listing, then don't worry - 
you've come to the right page. 

Perhaps your aim is to write your 
own programs. Or maybe you would 
just like to understand how it all works. 
Whichever way you look at it, BASIC 
programming is a habit well worth cul- 
tivating. It can provide you with hours 
of fun. and the end result is a better 
understanding of how your PCW 
works; hopefully you will come out of 
it with a few useful programs as well. 

All sorts of BASIC tricks and tips 
are to be gleaned from just examining 
other peoples' methods. There is cer- 
tainly no shortage of material to choose 
from. In fact, this is part of the problem. 
Many programs are far too long for a 
beginner to cope with. 

Short and sweet 

A simple 10-line program is far more 
suitable than a fifty line listing, and 
Keith Simon's temperature converter 
fits the bill admirably. It converts a tem- 
perature in degrees Farenheit to degrees 
Centigrade, or vice versa. 

A conversion program is one of the 
simplest to write since there are only 
four stages involved. The first stage is 
to print a message on the screen. This 
should tell the user what the program is 
all about. Secondly, the user needs to 
enter in some information. In our exam- 
ple, this would be the temperature. 

The third stage is to perform the 
calculation and then, finally, the last 



ftosrw to convert tenperature 

Enter thf tenperiture plus C for Centigrade or F for Firenheit 

IX 



? 34 

33. a F 

? 34F 

1.1 C 
? IOC 

SO F 
? 678F 

358. 9 C 
? 0C 

32 F 
? OF 
-17.8 C 
? 100C 

212 F 
? 100F 

37.8 C 



Keith Simons' short and simple program 

can convert temperatures from Centigrade 

to Farenheit in a flash 

stage is to print out the results. Many 
programs like to give you the option of 
re-running the program, and our tem- 
perature convener is no exception. This 
is achieved by using what most pro- 
grammers call a loop, which allows you 
to go back to the beginning of a series 
of instructions repeatedly. But more of 
that later. First, let's gel the example 
program running 

Run along 

To set up a new program, it has to be 
typed in. In the box on the following 
page, you will find detailed instructions 
on how to go about this. Fortunately, 
you only need to type it in once before 
saving it onto a disc. 

When you run the program, a mes- 
sage should immediately appear on the 
screen. It actually tells you that the pro- 
gram is a temperature converter, and 
then asks you to enter a temperature. (If 
this doesn't happen, then you should 
check your program carefully for any 



typing mistakes.) 

The screen message is how this pro- 
gram begins, so it should come as no 
surprise to find that the instructions are 
the first two lines of the program, lines 
10 and 20. The actual command is a 
simple one to learn. To print text onto 
the screen , the command PRINT is fol- 
lowed by the message in quotes. The 
program then waits for you to type in a 
response. It expects this to be a number 
followed by either the letter "C", to 
denote Centigrade, or 'F' for Farenheit. 

Working it out 

When information needs to be entered 
in at the keyboard, the command used is 
INPUT, as you can see on line 30 of 
our example. The temperature keyed in 
is saved in the PCW memory and 
referred to from then on as temp$. 
There is a very simple reason for this. 
Every time you run the program, the 
actual temperature will be different, so 
the obvious solution is to refer to this 
value by name throughout the program. 

The listing then has all the informa- 
tion it needs to begin the calculation, 
but don't expect there to be any obvious 
pause in events. The PCW is capable of 
solving the most complicated of mathe- 
matical problems before you can bat an 
eyelid. This ability is precisely what 
makes computers such powerful allies. 

But how does BASIC deal with cal- 
culations? Well, it has already saved the 
temperature. It now has to decide 
whether the conversion is from 
Farenheit to Centigrade or vice versa - 
and then perform the conversion. 

The value saved under the name 
tempS is what, in programming jargon, 
is called a string. In other words, it is a 
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10 PRINT "Program to convert temperature" 

20 PRINT "Enter the temperature plus C for Centigrade or F for Farenheit" 

30 INPUT temp* 

40 IF UPPER*rRIGHT*(temp*,l)>="F" THEN newtemp=5/9*(VAL(temp$) - 32); 

type*="C":G0T0 60 
50 type* = "F": newtemp=32+9/5*VAL( temp*) 
60 IF LENCtemp*) THEN PRINT RQUMXnewtemp, 1 >; type*: GOTO 30 



This program converts temperatures from Centigrade to Farenheit and vice versa. The eight lines of code encapsulate a logical 

sequence of events that can be summerised as follows: 
Lines 10 and 20: The first two lines of the program simply print a message on the screen. 
Line 30: This line allows the user to enter in a temperature. 

Line 40: This line runs a test to see if the conversion is from Farenheit to Centigrade. If it is it performs the 

conversion, then skips straight to line 60. If not the program continues onto line 50. 
Line 50 : This line performs the conversion from Centigrade to Farenheit. 

Line 60: The final line prints out the result. 



Listings 



sequence of characters. The program, 
therefore, has to know whether the last 
character of temp$ is an 'F' or a "C. 
To do this, line 40 has the instruction 
IF UPPER$(RIGHT$(temp$,l)="F\ 
Translated into English, this means, 
take one character from the end of 
temp$ and convert it to an uppercase 
character. Then test to see if this char- 
acter is "F\ 

All change 

If the answer is yes. the program con- 
verts the temperature from Farenheit to 
Centigrade. This is taken care of by the 
rest of line 40 which consists of three 
separate steps. Firstly, the numerical 
part of temp$ is found. This is multi- 
plied by 5. divided by 9 - and 32 is 
subtracted from the result. This con- 
verts it to Centigrade. Then the 
typeS is set to 'C; finally, the program 
jumps to line 60. 

The condition on line 40 may not, 
of course, be true. If the character is not 



found to be "F\ then the program 
ignores the rest of the line and instead 
carries straight on to line 50. The con- 
version is assumed to be from 
Centigrade to Farenheit and the 
typeS is set to "F". The calculation is 
performed by finding the numerical 
part of the temp$. multiplying that 
by 9 and then dividing the result by 5 
and adding 32. 

The final line prints out the results. 
However, before it does this, the pro- 
gram checks that you did actually enter 
a value in the first place. To end the 
program, you would have pressed 
(RETURN] way back on line 10. The 
program has ignored this possibility up 
until now. but it must check before 
printing out the result. If you had 
pressed [RETURN|. the length of the 
character string temp$, or 
LEN(temp$). would be (zero), and 
the program would finish. 

If this is not the case, the program 
will finish the instructions on line 60. 



This involves printing the converted 
temperature (newtemp) followed by 
either a C or an F (type$). The program 
then goes back to the beginning with 
the command GOTO 30. The whole 
process is continued with a new value 
for tuinpS read in each time. 

The next step 

Although these commands are very 
precise, there are. in fact, many other 
ways of writing this program. The level 
of detail required in a computer pro- 
gram is. for many people, something of 
a revelation, and it is one of the reasons 
why there will always be a high 
demand for professional programmers. 
If, however, you enjoy puzzle solv- 
ing and want something of a challenge, 
then programming can be a very 
rewarding hobby. For those who really 
get bitten by the programming bug, 
there are always new tricks to discover. 
Who knows? You could be a listings 
contributer in the making. • 




How to type in a listing 



Whether you want to throw stones at coconuts or, on a more seri- 
ous note, convert temperatures from Centigrade to Farenheit, the 
one thing that all of our listings have in common is that you have 
to type them in. This involves a little familiarity with the 
idiosyncracles of BASIC. 

The first thing Is to load BASIC Itself. Start up with your 
CP/M master disc, or put it Into the drive and press [SHIFT] 
[EXTRA] [EXIT]. Typing in BASIC should bring up a short mes- 
sage on the screen about BASIC, followed by the ok prompt. 

BASIC is now ready and waiting for your Instructions. It has 
some precise rules about how these instructions should be set 
out, so they must be copied exactly as given. 

To type in a program, just start copying it line for line from 
the listing. Don't type in the column on the right hand side; the 
instructions there are included for checking purposes only. We 
do re-print the checking program from time to time, but it is not 
an essential part of the process. 

Check each line carefully before pressing [RETURN]. If you 
spot a mistake, move to it using the cursor keys. It can then be 




edited using the [DEL] keys and typing In the correct versk 
Then press [RETURN]. 

The entire listing is checked at the end by typing LIST. You 
can use the [f5] key to stop the screen scrolling. If you notice any 
mistakes at this stage, type in EDIT followed by the line number. 
The line can then be corrected as before. When everything 
appears to be In order, you can test the program by typing in the 
RUN command. 

The chances are that there will still be a few lingering mis- 
takes. Error messages can help to locate the problem, but if not, 
some careful checking is called for. Edit the program as before 
and test it once more. 

As soon as the program is running smoothly, it should be 
saved by typing In SAVE" followed by the name of the program. 
Once it is saved on disc, it can be re-run at any time by simply 
loading up BASIC as before, typing LOAD" and the name of the 
file. It is then run as usual by entering the RUN command. To exit 
from BASIC, all you have to do is to key in SYSTEM. This will take 
you back to the original CP/M prompt. 



Remember last month's listing, 
Catloco.bas? We showed you how to 
re-organise your LocoScript files with 
the aid of John Gledhill's program. 

The listing was designed to make 
a catalogue of your LocoScript files 
complete with the few lines of identity 
text allowed each file. All the user had 
to do was to keep putting the discs in 
the drive, and the program did the rest. 

The convenience of the program is 
precisely what made it such a welcome 
contribution to our Listings pages. We 
did. however, have one small quibble 
with the program. Those of you who 
are now using Catloco.bas will no 
doubt agree that the facility to choose 
whether to catalogue a B drive or an A 
drive disc would be a useful addition. 

Last month's version would only 
catalogue a disc in the current drive. To 
catalogue both A and B drive discs 
meant running the program twice 
and effectively ending up with two 



... and finally 

separate catalogues. 

When John Gledhill originally 
wrote the program, he was operating on 
a single drive machine. Having 
upgraded his PCW to two drives. John, 
decided to do something about this 
constraint. This is the result. 

If you add these extra lines to your 
existing version of Catloco.bas. they 
will allow you to choose which disc 
you would like to read from. You sim- 
ply add the prefix b: or a: to your disc 
name. If no prefix is given, the pro- 
gram assumes that you wish to 
catalogue the contents of a disc in the 
current drive. 

Here. then, are three extra lines for 
you to type in: 
45 OPTION FILES "Oa" 
175 PRINT "You may change drive 

by including a:, b: or m: in front 

of the disc name." 
225 IF MID$(dn$,2,l)=":" THEN 

OPTION FILES LEFT$(dn$,l) 



:dn$=MID$ (dn$,3) 
The following lines need to be 
ammended : 

610 OPTION FILES "0a" 
670 OPTION FILES "0a" 
930 OPTION FILES "0a" 
To change lines in a program that has 
already been saved, simply load the 
BASIC file in the normal way and then 
start typing in the new lines. Press 
| RETURN] only at the end of a line, 
and make sure that the line numbers are 
exactly the same as those given here. 

When you have finished typing in 
these six lines, type in LIST. You 
should find that the first three lines 
have been entered into the program and 
the last three have overwritten the 
original lines. 

You can renumber the lines by typ- 
ing in RENUM. Don't forget to save 
the new version by entering SAVE 
"Catloco. The program is now ready to 
run (type in RUN). 



I've got a 
luverly bunch 

Next time you find 
yourself on a beach 
lined with coconut 
pahns, think of your 

poor counts hack 

hone. Send them a 
coconut; all yon have 
to do is write on the 
address, -.tick a 
stump on it anil it 
"ill win;: its WU) to 

its destination - ii 
you can Bad a post- 
box i»iu enough, 
Straight op: 



Leaps and 
bounds 

Kver wondered v»h\ 
the lint numbers in 
a BASK' program 
go up in tens? Well, 
It's all down to the 
art of programming. 
If you want to add a 
Mm- between say. 
line 10 and line 211, 
then it can he called 
line 15. 

Line 1.5. mi the 
other hand, could he 
described as a 
BASIC faux pas. 
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when you know how 



Our HORSE RACING PROGRAMS need no racing knowledge. 
And more important Ihcy huve made a goixl profil in each of the last 
5 years, 

In n comparalive review in XIKXI Plus June 1990 by Tim Smith, ihe 
Brimardon Formula Plus came oul on lop of its competitors. It is 



-* 



SIMPLY THE BEST - BETTER THAN ALL THE REST 



Brimardon JL'MP FORMULA - uses any daily paper - £30 
Brimardon JL'MP FORMULA PLUS - needs a rating paper - £40 



Send a cheque or postal order or write or phone for full details. 

Brimardon Computer Racing Service 

75 Cockerton Green, Darlington, DL3 9EG 

0325 288483 



C5 reduction in price it you return this advert with your order 



on MicroDesign2 

and the NEW ProSCAN 

Be trained in your own home or 
work place anywhere in the UK by 
ROD PATIENT. £80 for a full day 
♦ 20p per mile travel expenses. 

Also available:- GIANT FONT DISC I - 6" Times Font (71 f/fesl...t8.% 

GIANT FONT DISC 2 - 6" Guardian Fonr/- ; 7'*wA...£8.95 

MicroDesign2 £49.95 

ProSCAN Free demo to oi/W2ptfxlsl £179.95 

Highest quality prhthg for you- MDAs (from 3" disc) 50p per page 

Orw. order etSO) 
PAYMENT: Cheque with order please except training - pay on Ihe day. 
Discs sent for printfig wJI be returned with completed wort. 



195 MILWARDS 

HARLOW 

ESSEX CM19 4SJ 



S 0279 444313 



'...modestly priced help..." - 8000* July 1990. 

"...one of our most experienced users. " - The MicroDesigner. 



UPGRADING TO PC? 
Continue your Locoscript Experience with 

LocoScript «f S 

LocoScript and LocoLink 99.00 

Locomall E20.00 Locofile E20.00 Locoscript/Spell £26.00 

Masterflle 8k £35.00 DataStore II £38.00 DBase II £45.00 

Supercalc 2 £44.00 Cracker Turbo £36.00 Money Manager £34.95 

ACCOUNTS Diglta System 3 £48.00 MAP Integrated £87.50 Sage Plus £85.00 

MIcroDesign £42.00 StopPress £35.00 Schools-Out Set £14.95 

BACKUP for PCW for BACUP £19.95. NEW AMSTRAD GX 4000 

GAMES CONSOLE £89.00 (Incls. 20% Discount Voucher for ALL 

Send telephone or fax orders to: Prices incl. VAT & Postage 

The Avenue Group, Desk 2, Tel & Fax : 0705 45401 7 

8 Fourth Avenue, SAE for Price list. 

Havant P09 2QX See you at Computer Shopper Show in Dec ? 



DATA -ACCESS 



TEL: 0554 ■ 771977 



Printer Ribbon Re-Inking Service 

Have your FABRIC printer ribbon fully re-inked by the experts 
and save ££E's. Send your used FABRIC printer ribbon plus 
payment. 

Price £1 .90 per ribbon. We will even pay postage 
both ways on your first order 

Send ribbon(s) plus payment tor- 
Data Access (Dept 8+) FREEPOST, 
LLANELLI, DYFED, SA15 1ZZ (no stamp required) 

»Ribbon re-inkers to Educational & Local Authorities« 
(Special prices 1" Industrial - Commercial ribbons) 

1 77 Penylan - LLanellt - Dyled SA IS IJG) 



IF A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 

OVCicro (Design 2 

MANUAL "Comprehensive, immensely triendly and will lead you where you 
want to go. It takes about an hour or so to get on speaking terms." 
FEATURES "Does everything you are likely to need in designing and lay- 
ing-out your artwork Text will automatically How around the picture." "Very 
last." PRINTING "Extremely high resolution printouts which set the soft- 
ware apart Irom its competition." THE ACCOLADES "Surpasses anything 
else - Does almost everything better - This beats the lot - Results are 
superb - Brilliant and sophisticated - Beats the opposition hands down - 
New lease ot lite for the PCW." 

* TYPESETTING • TEXT EDITING • PAGE LAYOUT 
GRAPHICS • FONT DESIGN * PRINTING 

Runs on the PCW 8256. 8512 and 9512. Fully compatible with files from 
LocoScript 2, Protext, Wordstar. AMX Stop Press. The Desktop Publisher, 
Mini-Office Professional, Rombo Vidi Digitiser, MasterScan and other PCW 
software packages. Supports most popular Mouse systems and 9 pin, 24 
pin and Laser printers, including the Star LC-10 Colour Printer. 

Huge range ol fonts (25 built in), Typestyles and Typsetting functions. 
Extensive range of Graphic Art and Design facilities. 



MICRODESIGN 2. 
(£33.91 * VAT) 



£39 



With PCW (AMX type) Mouse and Through Interface (£68.70 ' VAT) = £79 

MicroDesign 2. with 256K internal Memory Upgrade Kit.. ..(£53.91 + VAT) =£62 
MicroDesign 2, Mouse and Upgrade Kit (as above) ....(£86.91 + VAT) = £99.95 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST. Large SAE appreciated. 

get The fa*} 

/ ^^r 



c- 



KILL SEVEN BIRDS WITH ONE STONE 
Fax, Telephone, Answerphone, Copier, Printer, Fax Modem, SCANNER 
The Amstrad FX 9600AT is a top specification, full featured Facsimile 
Machine with 50 fax number memories; Telephone with 50 telephone 
number memories: Telephone Answering Machine; Photocopier; Computer 
Printer; and precision A4 wide Optical Image Scanner all in one package 
that requires ONLY ONE telephone line (BT or Mercury). It is also a Modem 
for Direct Transmission of faxes from your computer. 

Just a few of the features are: Full function Group 3 operation; hands-tree 
speed dialling; Half Tone feature (16 grey levels); auto paper cutter; 10- 
page Document Feeder; Auto Page Flagging; Auto Transmission Report; 
Auto Activity Report; Time and Date display; Auto differentation between 
incoming voice call and fax; SOLID STATE 16 second (max) outgoing mes- 
sage store; Micro Cassette (C30 or C60) incoming message store. 

For home, office, or one-per-desk total communications, nothing comes 
near it in terms of features and price. 

FREE one year on-site Warranty (all faxes) 

FX 9600AT Fax with Answerphone, RRP CB03.85 Our Price (£534.78 +) = £615 

FX 9600T As above, without Answerphone (£433.91 + VAT) > £499 

FX 5000 Low cost Fax. Telephone. Copier only (£356.52 * VAT) = £410 

fSM Cable. Computer In FX 9600 f 7.95 inc. 10 Rolls Amslrari Fa> naner £35 mc 



OTHER SOFTWARE 



-Locoscript (PC 

For IBM/PC Compatibles, with PC transfer s/w (£73 + VAT) ■ £83.95 

LocoLink. Cable + PCW transfer s/w (with above) ..(£17.35 <• VAT) = £19.95 
LocoLink PC transfer s/w for use without LocoScript PC £21.50 

Please ring for availablility of other Locomotive PCW software at pre- 
increase prices. 



Leaflets— Letterheads— Magazines— Manuals 



Really Useful things--- Brochures—Business Cards— Cartoons—Catalogues- 



THINK WHAT YOU CAN SAY WITH 




(Pro Scan 



"THE MAJOR 
HARDWARE 

RELEASE OF 
THE YEAR" 



Pro Scan is a Professional Hand Scanner, with Interface and Software, 
from Creative Technology for use with MicroDesign 2 and other programs. 

A 'stand alone' product that supports 9 pin, 24 pin and Laser printers, it can 
be used with Stop Press, Newsdesk International and MasterScan. Almost 
any flat image can be scanned, giving high quality reproduction at up to 400 
dpi, with control of brightness, contrast, grey tones and texture (dither & 
stipple). Compatible with Flipper. 

"Sets the PCW up as a serious DTP tool." "Excellent value, excellent 
product." '8000 Plus' who awarded ProScan 20/20 

ProScan Hand Scanner for any PCW (£155.65 + VAT) = £179 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST. Large SAE appreciated. 



Scan FaTt 



ScanFax is a revolutionary new hardware and software package for the 
PCW that allows you to use the Amslrad FX 9600T or FX 9600AT fax 
machine as a scanning head in place of ProScan's hand held scanner. 
ScanFax scans the full width of A4 paper, with highly accurate alignment. 
ScanFax can also be used with any other standard computer scanning 
head. 

ScanFax costs (£104.30 t VAT) = £119.95 



PERIPHERALS AND ACCESSORIES 



EXTERNAL PRINTERS 

PCW 8256/8512 owners who purchase a printer will also need an Interface 
and Printer Cable. We also strongly recommend LocoScript 2. For all PCWs 
we recommend Locomotive's Printer Drivers Disc and/or the 24 pin Printer 
Drivers Disc for maximum compatibility with LocoScript 2. 

We strongly recommend the new Star LC-200 (9 pin) and LC24-200 
(24 pin) Printers. They knock spots off all the others! 

CABLES 

PRINTER CABLE for PCW 8256/8512 (interface required) £9.95 

PRINTER CABLE PCW 9512 £7.95 

COMPUTER TO AMSTRAD 9600 FAX £7.95 

KEYBOARD EXTENSION All PCWs £5.95 

PRINTER EXTENSION PCW 9512 (2M) £14.95 

PRINTER EXTENSION PCW 8256/8512 (2 pes) (2M) £19.95 

NULL MODEM CABLE Data transfer, computer to computer £14.95 

"DONGLE" Adapts export PCW to Interface. RamPac etc £17.95 

RIBBONS Genuine Star. Others may invalidate your warranty, (including 
VAT, P&P) LC-10 £4.60, 5+ £4.30. LC-10 Col £6.90. 5+ £6.20. (also takes 
black for economy) LC24-10/15 £5.75, 5+ £5.25. 
BBD DUST COVERS (incl VAT, P&P) PCW 8256/8512 (grey 3pc) ....£11.45 

9512 (ivory 3pc) £13.45. 9512 with auto cut S/F (Ivory 3pc) ...£13.45 

STAR LC-10. LC-10C, LC24-10, LC24-15 (state grey or ivory) £5.50 

INTERFACES Serial/Parallel for PCW 8256/851 2 printer connection and all 
PCWs Data Transfer (also see LocoUnk) 

SCA Professional. Highly regarded, full featured (£42.61 * VAT) = £49 

SCA Prof. Plus. As above * real time clock/calendar (£51.30 +) = £59 

PCW MOUSE AMX type, with Interface and through connector (NB The 
Kempston Mouse does not have a through connector)(£41 .30 + VAT) = £47.50 
DISC STORAGE Ams 10 (ten 3" discs) while stocks last £4.95 

NEW 

TRACEY . A moulded lens with integral cross-hairs, easily attaches to your 
Mouse and turns it into a simple Scanner £7.95 



3 1 /! " (Disc (Drive 

An additional, external, 3.5" B Drive, for PCW 8512. or 8256 with two internal 
drives. Can also be used with single drive PCWs but not yet suitable for the 
PCW 9512 with second internal drive. Switches electronically between inter- 
nal and external B drives when you insert a disc. No unreliable mechanical 
switching! 1 megaByte capacity, 720K formatted, or 704K under LocoScript. 

We only supply high quality TEAC Drives, fitted in a proper case and supplied 
with FREE PD SOFTWARE to transfer your data to and from a PC compatible. 
Uses low cost 31/2" disks. 



FD3.5SW Drive with PD Software (£100 + VAT) 



£115 



OTHER PCW DRIVES 



3" Amstrad internal fitting 1 megabyte (720K formatted) Second Drives, using 
CF2 discs, with simple instructions for DIY. Just "Plug in & Go". Amstrad have 
discontinued the FD2 with black front panel. It is only available while stocks last 
and is replaced by otherwise identical FD4 with off-white front panel. 

* FD2 Second Drive for PCW 8256 (drive B) (£95.65 + VAT) = £110 

* FD4 Second Drive for PCW 8256 (drive B) (£91 .30 + VAT) = £105 

* FD4 Second Drive for PCW 9512 (drive B) (£91.30 + VAT) = £105 

Brand New Service Replacement Drives 

* FD1 500K (180K/side) replacement Drive A for 8256/851 2. ..(£68.70 ♦) =£79 

* FD4A 1MB (720K) replacement drive A for PCW 9512 (£86.09 +) =£99 

* FD4B 1MB (720K) replacement drive B for all PCWs. ..(£86.09 + VAT) = £99 
5' '4" PACE external 40/80 track self-powered drive B for data transfer between 
PCs and single drive PCWs using TDOS software supplied (£114.78 + VAT) = £132 

Save £5 on any drive when purchased with any Memory Expansion 

<l{am(Pac 

NEW 1.5 megaByte RamPac now available 

The SCA RamPac is the first successful Memory Expansion above 512K that 
does not Invalidate any PCW warranty. Only RamPac is approved by 
Locomotive Software. RamPac simply plugs onto the back of any PCW and 
immediately increases the capacity of Drive M by either 51 2K, 768K, or 1.5mB. 
It is compatible with MicroDesign 2, Flipper 2 Plus 1.1 and most PCW pro- 
grams. Existing owners of SCA 51 2K RamPacs can expand their memory to 
768K themselves with our DIY Kit, or return it to us for expansion at nominal 
charge. Now you can copy a 720K disc in one operation! 

RamPac 512K Memory Expansion (£99 ♦ VAT) = £113.85 

RamPac 768K Memory Expansion (£119 * VAT) = £136.85 

RamPac 1.5Mb Memory Expansion (£199 ♦ VAT) = £228.85 

DIY 256K RamPac Expansion Kit (£22.56 * VAT) =£25.95 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE 



Upgrade your PCW 8256 internal memory to 51 2K with our best selling kit. 
Almost an essential for MicroDesign 2. LocoSpell and disc copying. Intallation 
really Is straightforward. Thousands of satisfied customers. 

Simple instructions for the inexperienced. We supply top quality plug-in chips 
(no soldering) which are jig preformed for ease of insertion - NO BENDING 
REQUIRED - plus a 'Practice' chip. Simply "Plug in and Go". 

PCW 8256 256K Memory Upgrade Kit to 51 2K (£21.70 + VAT) = £24.95 



ftipper 



Flipper 2 Plus (v1.1). This new version is fully compatible with all PCW 
Memory Expansions up to 2 megaBytes and will allow you to flip between 

most programs such as ProScan and MicroDesign 2 (£26 ♦ VAT) = £29.90 

Save £4 when purchased together with MD2, or a Memory Expansion 
Save £7 when purchased with either ProScan, ScanFax or a RamPac 

SuperCDos 

All the latest computers work this way 

PCW SuperDos brings state-of-the-art Windows, Menus and Pointers to 

CP/M. Essential for the experienced CP/M user and novice alike. 

SuperDos Latest Version 1.02 (£26.04 + VAT) = £29.95 

Minimum order £10. Next day Courier Delivery £8.. 
Bold prices Include VAT and UK post. Normally by relum 
Send cheques Money orders: or Plc'LAGovt orders to: 

SILICON CITY 

Dept 8, Wheal Rose, 
Redruth.Cornwall TR16 5DR 
Access Visa orders: Telephone 0209 891141 

(Coolchanc© Ltd) 




From those really people!— Maps— Menus— Newsletters— Order Forms— 




INBUSINESS PCW from cavalier software 



8 Lausanne Road, London, SE15 2HU 

The complete integrated stock control, invoicing and full 

CAVALIER accounting system for the AMSTRAD PCW. Suitable for 

^nFTWARF retailers, wholesalers, builders, accountants and almost 
ounvvMnc gny owef . sma// busjness 



PO BOX 32, LONDON 
SE15 2HS 



INBUSINESS MENU 



A. Simple Invoicing 

B. Stock Control 

C. Retail Stock Control & Labels 

D. Order Processing & Invoicing 

E. Customer/Supplier Database 

F. Nominal Ledger 

G. Retail Cash Accounting 
H. Sales Ledger 

I. Purchase Ledger 

J. Period-end Accounting & Audit 

K. Report Generator 

L. Contract Accounting 
PLEASE MAKE YOUR SELECTION 



Simple Invoicing 
INSTOCK II 
INTACT II 
Report Generator 
INBUSINESS PCW 
Contract Accounts 



PRICES (including VAT) 



(menu optcns A & E) 34 95 

(menu options B to E) 74 95 

(menu options E to J) 74 95 

(menu option K) 14 95 

(menu options B to K) 149 90 

(menu option L) 59.95 




Requires INSTOCK I 
Requires INTACT II 



TELEADD 

HOMEVIEW 

DINER 

NEWSBOY 

RE-CHORD 

HOTEL 



WE ALSO PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SPECIALIST SYSTEMS 

(Name & Address database ideal lor home, club membership eic. 

(Estate Agents matching & mailing systems) 

(Restaurant and Fast tood Menu, Stock and Billing System) 

(Newsagent & Paper Round & Billing System) 

(Music Library Database) 

(Hotel Reservations & Billing System) 



29.95 
195.44 
59.95 
59.95 
29.95 
99.95 

No Disc 
Swapping 




All options are menu driven, so are simple to operate 

An Installation Program is provided lor all AMSTRAD PCW computers 

All carry Iree lifetime HOTLINE support and require no disc swapping 

All programs fully integrated with all other programs, so you can buy a single module to sla 

and when you are ready, add further modules to provide a complete business system 



KH Tel : 071 -639-6683 for more details or to place your order i ^l 



Only 

£4995 



Suitable for the Amstrad PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512 



including VAT and p&p. 



MONEY MANAGER PCW 



Now even 

more powerful, more 
friendly, and more useful II! 

Be your own accountant! Control your finances the easy way! 

Money Manager PCW provides individuals, businesses and professional people with a simple yet powerful way of managing their financial 
activities. All transactions can be entered easily and then presented in a wide variety of reports, ranging from a detailed listing of expend- 
iture for tax purposes to summaries showing, for example, how much money has been spent on petrol or phone bills In a chosen period. 
Reports can be printed as text, sent to a datafile for further processing or presented In graphical form. 

The program includes many helpful features, such as pop-up claculator, context-sensitive help windows and macro comands. The Money 
Manager package has over 25,000 users in the UK alone. It is the ideal program for people who find that traditional accountancy programs 
are too complicated, unwieldy and time-consuming for their requirements. 



• Any number of data files: Personal, Business, Accounts etc. 

■ Budget and cash-flow forcasts - which may be updated 

•12 months per file, up to 500 entries (transactions) per month 

• Move a file forward a month at a time when required 

■ All options selected from the main menu 

- Up to 20 user-defined accounts: Bank, Cash, Visa, Savings etc. 

■ Up to SO user-defined classes of income and expenditure 

• A reference of up to 6 characters for each entry 

• Your own descriptive text of 18 characters for each entry 

- All the codes are displayed on-screen whilst entering data 

• Add, modify and delete existing entries at any time 

■ Quick insertion of standard entries and standing orders 

• Entries can be sorted into date order at the touch of a key 

• Single character 'mark' for extra reporting selectivity 

■ Statements showing each entry In detail with running balance 

■ Reports may show classes merged into logical groups 

■ Spreadsheet type table showing class totals In each month 

■ Report showing class totals for each account 

• Bar chart for up to 4 selected categories 

■ Pie charts of up to 20 selected 'slices' 

■ Detailed bank statement reconciliation with running balance 



- Totals for each class of transaction for any period 

- Report of monthly Income, expenditure and cash-flow etc. 

- Report of account and class totals (eg profit & loss) 

■ Account statistics - monthly max, mln, average, balance etc. 

- Automatic calculation of VAT, with multiple rates if required 

• Detailed VAT reports showing taxable, VAT and gross amounts 

- Summary VAT statements in the same format as a VAT return 

- Simply Ignore VAT features If they are not required 

• Print any report to built-in (or separate) printer 

• Print any report to a file for word-processing (eg In Locoscrlpt) 

- Data search facility to find 'lost' items 

- Built-in text line editor for data entry 

- Horizontal and vertical scrolling of screen reports 

- Pop-up five function multi-line calculator with memory 

• Macros to record and replay user-defined reports 

• Context-sensitive help windows appear at the touch of a key 

• Automatic creation of back-ups for data files 

- You can choose which disc drive to use for data on a PCW8512 

- Comprehensive 64 page Indexed manual 

■ Two sets of sample data for practice and familiarisation 

■ Free and Indefinite telephone support 



Connect 



To receive your copy of Money Manager PCW by return post phone us now with your credit 
card number, or write to us at the address below enclosing your cheque for £49.95 

081 743 9792 8am to 1 °P m ' 7 da y s a week 

Connect Software Ltd., 3 Flanchford Rd., London W12 9ND 
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LANGFORD 

A page in the company 
of David Langford 




Haifa 
Century 



Fifty issues of 8000 Plus, 
and I've appeared in them 
all. sometimes twice. It's 
like being the Oldest 
Inhabitant, with a long white 
beard constantly getting entangled 
in the space bar, and several 
address marks missing from my 
forebrain. 

Pausing only to open the con- 
gratulatory magnum of cham- 
pagne which Future Publishing 
did not send (Gel in the queue. 
Matey), 1 poked through my dusty 
archives of the magazine's prehis- 
tory, stretching back through eras 
of quill pens and clay tablets to 
the beginning of all things in. 
actually, 1986. 

How embarrassing 

Here's the yellowed printout of 
that first column, when 1 had no 
idea how the magazine would 
eventually look or what my page 



would even be called. Having 
recently read the unfunniest funny 
book in literary history. I hastily 
pinched its title - Diary of a PCW 
Nobody - in a bout of sheer des- 
peration. 

(In case you're wondering, 
incidentally, copyright law turns a 
blind eye here: I keep being 
fooled by new books which recy- 
cle other authors' titles, but no 
one ever complains. Thus Double. 
Double is a 1950 whodunnit by 
Ellery Queen, and a 1969 SF 
novel by John Brunner — both of 
them quoting a 1606 hit by Bill 
Shakespeare.) 

Luckily my first title never 
actually reached print: editor Ben 
Taylor (or maybe it was Simon 
Williams with whom Ben kept 
swapping, much to everyone's 
confusion, in the first year) 
schizophrenically changed it to 
Longford's Diary on the Opening 



Menu and Longford's Printout 
within. It stayed as the latter for 
quite some time: in fact, until Rob 
Ainsley grabbed the editorial hot- 
seat at issue 20, and presumably 
thought long and hard about the 
fact that no printout was involved: 
I was sending in the stuff on disc. 

Not again 

So. as of issue 2 1 . I've lurked 
under the scarcely modest or self- 
effacing column title Langford. 
This is none of my doing. I am 
shy and retiring, but as Tolkien 
wrote. "Do not meddle in the 
affairs of Editors, for they are 
subtle and quick to anger." 

Indeed. Ben once became 
subtly miffed when I included 
some rude cracks about overpric- 
ing of small-press books — little 
knowing his ability to vanish into 
a phone booth and assume his 
alter-ego as a director of Kerosina 
Books, whose productions were 
(and are) very nice but not all that 
undcrpriced.... 

Next in my cobwebbed files 
comes a stack of letters from Rob 
Ainsley. some very strange 
indeed: "A mate of mine has 
named his house 'Freepost' and 
swears he knows a Swedish secre- 
tary called Per Pro." 

My favourite is Rob's list of 
editorial woes. "Number one is 
the old LocoSpell article, cata- 
loguing its bizarre replacements 
in a wide-eyed first person narra- 
tive. Second is probably Case in 
Point, invariably restricted to 
LocoScript. Extra naff points are 
notched up for pet PCW names 
('1 have a new girlfriend. She's 
called Joyce. My wife wonders 
who she can be," etc.). wally club 
activities ('My PCW is invaluable 
in the running of my Civil War 
Re-Enactment Society. I keep a 
costume list on file....') and daft 
mistakes ('I use Logoscript exclu- 
sively....' 'I am a regular reader of 
Amstrad PCW Plus....')." 

Rogue's gallery 

Along canie issue 31 and spank- 
ing-new editor Steve Patient, 
whose total commitment to 
Amstrad technology was shown 
by the fact that all his notes to me 
were scribbled in smeary pencil 
on both sides of Future Publishing 
compliments slips. 

"We are very bored with the 
bad cartoon of you which fails to 
decorate your column," he grum- 
bled in early 1989. and those 
strange pictures of me up there 
have become stranger ever since. 

Steve liked to cheer the hearts 
of depressed authors whenever 
possible: "Dear whingeing sod. 
We're paid to put gratuitous 
words on paper, and have a quota 
to meet. Those inserted into your 



text were just a few I had left 
over.... Are we still paying you? 
We are? Who wants to read about 
statistics for Ishtar's sake? I 
wouldn't read it and I have to." 

Not forgetting that memo- 
rable occasion when I hopefully 
suggested doing an article on 
assembler and. specifically, on an 
alternative SUBMIT.COM I'd 
written which could be used on 
write-protected start of day 
discs.... "This sounds like a thor- 
oughly useful piece of program- 
ming." he boomed. "Pity 1 can't 
see any way to use it." 

It was Steve who published 
my super-pedantic column on 
How To Punctuate Real Good 
(issue 36). which produced more 
correspondence than any other. A 
friendly ex-newspaperman wrote 
in to explain the original reason 
why tabloid papers break stories 
into the shortest possible sen- 
tences and paragraphs: in hot- 
metal typesetting, the cutting to fit 
was most easily done by remov- 
ing whole paragraphs of type. So 
they had to be short. 

Er ... yes 

Or to put it another way. that 
slightly breathless style whose 
hallmark is a new paragraph for 
every sentence stems from a now 
bygone technology, even though 
all today's major papers are elec- 
tronically edited on DTP systems 
which can reformat stories with 
the utmost ease. I might have 
guessed. 

At around this time I put out 
some feelers about titivating my 
8000 Plus columns for collected 
book publication,... 

"They are brilliant, but too 
ephemeral and magazine-ish," 
replied a typical publisher. 

"But when I've rewritten 
them, they will be not only book- 
ish but even more brilliant," 1 
modestly pointed out. 

"Perhaps, but all the PCW 
owners will have read them in 
8000 Plus and no one else will be 
interested." 

"Urn. I could rewrite them 
further to make them of wide gen- 
eral interest...." 

"In that case the book would 
not have any identifiable market 
at all." 

The message, or so it would 
appear, is perfectly clear. If you 
like these columns, don't throw 
away your old copies. Also, you 
are not an identifiable market. 
Sorry about that. 

Then, as of issue 39. Sharon 
Bradley became editor and... 
(Yes? )... er, everyone lived (Yes?) 
er. happily ever after. (Good. I'm 
glad we got that sorted out. Copy 
in as normal next month. Dave. 
Okay? -Ed.) • 
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TIPOFFS 

The pages that always go with a bang! 

Can't launch yourself into LocoScripi? Find BASIC a damp squib? Losi lhat 
spark in CP/M? Come to Tipoffs, the pages full of fireworks. There are 
pyrotechnics this month in LocoScript, LocoFile. Protext. BASIC, Mini Office 
and SuperCalc. 

Do you have a cracker of a tip? The best win hard cash - £30 is already 
rocketing to Basil Pigg of Bath, the guy who sent a sparkling way to make 
Protext ASCII files. So here's the plot: send your tips to us at Tipoffs, Freeposi. 
8000 Plus. 30 Monmouth Si. Bath BA1 2XF, and fire others with enthusiasm! 



Basic Tips 



LocoScript has no facility to print 
just part of the text on a page, but 
you can do it by making that text 
belong to a page by itself. Here's 
what to do. 

1 . Move to the line above the sec- 
tion to be printed and press [EOL| 
then [ALT] [RETURN]. 

2. Then move to the last line of the 
section and press |EOL| then 
[ALT] | RETURN], 

3. Make a note of which page 
LocoScript thinks the section is - 
you can see what it is by moving 
the cursor into it and looking at 



the top right of the screen where 
the page number is displayed for 
you. 

4. Now press [EXIT] and 'Finish 
edit'. 

5. Back at the disc manager 
screen, press p for Print. 

6. From the print menu select 
'print part of document' or 'print 
some pages' using the cursor keys 
and the |+] setkey. 

7. Give the start and end page as 
the one you marked out. Press 
|ENTER| and it prints out. 

9. Remember to take out the end- 
of-page markers (shown as down- 
facing arrows) in the document. 

Ron Sloggett, Fleet. Hants 



(Not) rubbish tip 



It's a good idea to keep a dispos- 
able file of length 8k or so on 
each data disc in LocoScript, 
called RUBBISH or ERASE.ME 
or something. Then, when you 
get the dreaded message that 
you've run out of space on the 
disc and must erase some files 
before being able to save the file 
you're working on, you have 
something you can safely erase. 
Stephen Holloway, Reading, 
Berks 



Spectral analysis 



I have a number of documents on 
cassette in Tasword on a 48k 
Spectrum. Can I transfer them to 
the PCW. or will I have to type 
them all out again? 

Nigel Bovey, Liverpool L8 

8000 Plus: 1 1 is possible to link up 
the Spectrum and the PCW. but 
I'm afraid it needs rather a lot of 
expensive kit. 

For the PCW you need an 
P.S232 interface to plug into the 



back (about £60 from most mail 
order advertiser in 8000 Plus); 
for the Spectrum you need a simi- 
lar device (try your local com- 
puter shop - say £25) and a cable 
to link the two (another £10, say). 
Then, having spent nearly £100, 
you need to know how to transfer 
the documents, which is too 
involved to describe here! 

Perhaps the best thing to do is 
point you in the direction of a 
Spectrum User Club which can 
maybe lend you some of the gear 
and give you advice. Tiy D 
Garner on 0582 472067. 



Dr No 



In September's Tipoffs, John 
Hudson refers to DR Draw in 
connection with the use of a 
plotter. 

Unfortunately, Digital 
Research told me in March this 
year that they no longer sell or 
support the program. The soft- 
ware may still be available from 
some places, but users will have 
to solve any technical queries by 
themselves. 

R Ledger, Blackburn, Lanes 



Protext to ASCII 



A problem with Protext is that it 
can't produce sensible ASCII files 
(if you use the PRINTF command, 
you get a [RETURN) put at the end 
of each line - a 'page image' file, 
useless for most purposes). 

But here's a good way to con- 
vert Protext files to "plain text' 
ASCII format. Type in the follow- 
ing lines and save as a normal doc- 
ument called ASCII. BAS on a disc 
which also has BASIC.COM 
(copied from your CP/M discs). 
10 INPUT "Protext file to 

convert? ", in$ 
20 INPUT "Name to give 

ASCII result? ",out$ 
30 OPEN "I",l,in$ : OPEN 

"0",2,out$ 
40 PRINT "Converting"; 

in$; " to ASCII..." 
50 WHILE NOT EOF(l) 
60 a$=INPUT$(l,#l) 
70 IF a$<>CHR$( 13) THEN 

110 
80 b$=INPUT$(l,#l) 
90 IF b$=CHR$( 138) THEN 

b$="":a$="" 
100 PRINT #2,a$; b$; : GOTO 

130 
110 IF a$>CHR$U27) THEN 

a$="*" 
120 PRINT #2,a$; 
130 WEND : CLOSE : PRINT 



Thanks for your invitation to the Conference in Janaica. I assune of 
course that Brussels will be paying, See you at the Copa Cabana. 

About business, We have written Monsieur Cuvle de I 'Hotel, 
Fraulein von Unlaut and Seiior Chorizo about the EC Food Mountains 
(current value around £10': bn), I have told then that this is 



After all, what is the EC for? 



lupe HELP for Connand info 



a)*basic asculprotext 

Mallard-80 BASIC with Jetsan version 1,29 
(c) Copyright 1984 Loconotive Software Ltd 
All rights reserved 

30573 free bytes 

Protext file to convert? bibig.doc 

Nane to give ASCII result? bibig.asc 

Converting bibig.doc to ASCII... 

Finished. 

Another conversion? (y/n) 



A simple BASIC program can make turning Protext files into plain-text ASCII 
files as easy as this... 



1 Plla LSI C1M""LP6 Page "1 line lj 

ns f2=Lauout f3=SUle f4=Size fS=Paoe f?=Snell f8=0»tio 



Thanks for your invitation to the Conference in Janaica, I assune of course 
that Brussels will be paying. See you at the Copa Cabana. 

About business. He have written Monsieur Cuv»*e de 1 'Hotel, Fraulein 
von Unl*»ut and Se*»or Chorizo about the EC Food Mountains (current value 
around *10* bn), I have told then that this is intolerable and it is high 
tine they got it up to »20 bn at least. 

After all, what is the EC for? 



...and you can insert the result into a LocoScript document using [f1]. Note 

how the funny foreign characters such as £ have come out as asterisks - 

and how the text has aligned sensibly with the new margins 



"Finished." 
140 PRINT "Another conver- 
sion? (y/n)" 



ISO a$=INPUT$(l) : IF 

UPPER$(a$)="Y" THEN 
10 



160 SYSTEM 

To convert a file called say 
BIG.DOC to ASCII form, here's 
what to do. 

1. In Protext, insert your disc with 
BASIC.COM and ASCII.BAS on it 
into the appropriate drive, and type 
•basic asciilprotext [RETURNI 

2. When prompted for the file to 
convert, insert the disc with the file 
to be convened and give the name 
BIG.DOC or whatever it is. 

3. Give a suitable name for an 
ASCII version, such as BIG.ASC. 

4. To convert another file, press y: 
to return to Protext, insert your 
Protext startup disc and press any 
other letter. 

Expect it to take about 1 
minute per 1000 words. Now 
BIG.ASC is in ASCII format and 
can be sensibly inserted into 
LocoScript, NewWord or WordStar 
documents. Note that all funny 
characters that are not ASCII like 
£. ©, 6, a, 0, and so on, or printer 
codes, have all come out as * or **. 
This is so that you can search 
through and find where any non- 
ASCII characters are in the con- 
verted result. If you want any other 
character instead of *. change line 
1 10. If you want all non-ASCII 
characters simply stripped out, 
make the end of line 100 read 
a$="". 

Basil Pigg, Bath, Avon 
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Safe Ex 



When is it safe lo exit from a pro- 
gram? Is it necessary in Mini 
Office, for example, to exit all the 
way back to CP/M's A> prompt 
before switching off the machine? 
J Webster, Borrowash, Derbys 

8000 Plus.lf your program seems 
to do some writing to disc when 



you exit to CP/M (i.e. if the red 
light goes on and the disc whirrs) 
then you should always do this 
before reselling the machine. 

If it doesn't, then so long as 
you've saved any changes you've 
made to a file in a program, it is 
in general quite safe lo lake the 
disc out of the drive and press 
[SHIFT] [EXTRA} lEXIT] with- 
out having to exit back to the A> 
prompt (e.g. with Mini Office). 



Name names 



When renaming a document in 
LocoScript with a name similar to 
the old one. don't use 'Rename'. 
Instead use "Move". Whereas 
rename offers you a blank space to 
type the new title, move puts up 
the old name which you can edit, 
saving retyping. Of course, you 
don't actually move the file any- 
where - it stays in the group. 



To change, for example, 
INV_76A.521 toINV_76A.512, 
put the cursor over it in the disc 
manager. In LocoScript 2. press 
[f3[ then m then | ENTER] twice; 
in LocoScript I. press [f4] then 
[ENTER]. 

Edit the name to the new ver- 
sion and press [ENTER] again. 
The file stays in the group but is 
now renamed. 

Alun Rces, Haverfordwest. 
Dyfed 



B: LETTERS /INUJ76A.521 Moving file, 
3=fileMi£Sa 



•rive A: enpty 

Ok used Ok free files 



Priti 



B:LEITERS 2 files M: jrou 
limbo files li 



'Move' is easier for renaming than 'Rename' sometimes 



Hove file 



wf m mF m 

B 



•oup 
Drive: 



Old Nane: INUJ76A.S21 
Group: LETTERS 
Drive: 






first line. 3.2 for the second and so 
on. They can be printed either 
underneath each other or all in one 


In answer to Mrs Hornby's query 
(Tipoffs, September) about multi- 
line fields in Mini Office's 


line. 

D White. Brixham, Devon, 
and about 50 others 


database, it is possible to print 
them out. either all or one by one. 
Suppose the address is field 3, 
with 5 lines. When preparing the 
report/label you specify 3.1 for the 


8000 Plus: Thanks everyone - 1 
should have known thai myself as 
it is in the current version of the 
manual! 





2. Pressing [FIND] while editing 


1 


BASIC tips 


moves the cursor lo the next 


i 


occurrence of the next character 




When 1 LIST a long BASIC list- 


you press, eg (FINDja goes lo the 


ing. I can of course stop it to 


next 'a'. 


examine some lines by pressing 


3. Pressing [CUT] deletes up to 


|STOP]. But to look at other lines 


the next occurrence of the next 


I have to LIST again. Is there a 


character you press, eg. [CUTja 


way round? 


deletes everything from the cursor 


David Johnson, Glasgow 


up to the next letter a. 




4. Since [FIND/ can't occur in 


8000 Plus: Yes. In BASIC, [fS] 


BASIC program lines. 


pauses any current operation - 


[FINDI/FINDI is a good way to 


the running or listing of a pro- 


jump to the end of a line. 


gram - and If3] resumes. Here 


5. Similarly [CVT][CUT] will 


are some other useful BASIC 


quickly delete to the end of a line. 


quickies: 


6. Pressing /+/ switches between 


1. The 'cursor left' key copies the 


'insert' and 'overwrite' modes of 


last line. 


entry. 



Memo demo 



As Foreword, the text preparation 
program, can be installed as a 
background to LocoScript or 
CP/M (i.e. you can instantly 
switch between it and LocoScript 
or CP/M) it can be used very sim- 
ply as a memo pad and/or card 
index, e.g. of addresses. 

Having installed Foreword, 
switch into the Foreword mode 
and there is an empty display on 
which any notes can entered. At 
the end of the day. these can be 
printed out or saved as a Foreword 
file. 

To create a card index, press 
1 13 1 from the memo pad and a new 
empty display appears. After the 
1 . type Card Index and then press 
IALT1 (RETURN] followed by 
the right cursor and [ENTER]. 
This creates a sub-unit A. 

Press |ALT] [RETURN] and 
then [ENTER]; this creates a sub- 
unit B. Repeat until you get to 
sub-unit Z. 

To enter data into a card (i.e. 
into a sub-unit) cursor back to the 
required letter and press 
IRETURN]. Now enter the 
required data - e.g. a name and 
address. When all the data for that 
card has been entered, cursor back 



up to the letter and press ]-] (the 
set key. by the space baron the 
8256/85 12 or down at the bottom 
left of the 95 1 2 keyboard) to hide 
the data. This isn't essential, but 
gives a less cluttered display. 
Repeat the procedure for entries to 
other cards. When all have been 
made, save as a Foreword file (as 
say INDEX.FW). 

While in Foreword mode, 
switching between the Memo Pad 
and the Card Index is simple: |f4] 
takes you back from Card Index to 
Memo Pad and |f3[ takes you for- 
ward from Memo Pad to Card 
Index. To use Foreword as a writ- 
ing aid. simple step forward from 
the Card Index with |f3| to obtain 
another empty display. 

Switch to LocoScript or CP/M 
now to run and programs as 
required. To use the Memo 
Pad/Card Index, switch back to 
Foreword and use [f3|/(f4| if 
required to find the required dis- 
play. To look up a Card Index 
entry, cursor to the required letter 
and press |+] to show the data if 
it's hidden. 

Once created, the Card Index 
file and Memo Pad file if created 
can be loaded at the start of day 
operation to be always available. 
Derek Jacobs, Ruislip, 
Middlesex 



Breakfast time 



When copy-typing, it can be a 
problem having the original docu- 
ment in an upright position that's 
easy to copy from. One solution is 
to pay several pounds for a copy 
holder gadget of some sort - or. if 
you have a PCW8256 or 8512. to 
save the money and proceed as 
follows. 

Set up the PCW so that the 
front of the printer faces you. Lift 
off the front lid of the printer (with 
the 'Amstrad' name plate). Insert 
a suitably sized (about A4) piece 
of cardboard vertically between 



the ribbon cassette and the casing 
of the printer. Now you can rest 
the page you're copying from 
against the card, and there you 
have it. The de luxe version incor- 
porates a paper clip for limp paper 
or in case there's a draught. 

A panel from a Weetabix car- 
ton is ideal for the purpose. This is 
what is called in computer circles 
a "cereal interface". 

Mike Ninnim. Burnley, Lanes 

8000 Plus: In our trials. 
Sainsbury's 'Fruit and Fibre 
Flakes' seems to work well too, 
and is recommended for use with 
Apples or Apricots. 




The printer of your PCW 8256/8512 can be used as a copy holder. Just 
remember to finish your breakfast first. 
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Disc runneth over 



Please help! I have a LocoScript 
data disc on my PCW 8256 which 
is shown as having 88K used and 
84K free. Bui on attempting to 
save my file I get a "disc full* mes- 
sage. I have deleted all limbo and 
hidden files - everything except 
MANUSCRP. 

If I upgrade to 5 12K memory, 
will my discs hold more? 

Mr J Fraser, Fori William, 
Inverness-shire 

8000 Plus: The problem is that, at 
88K. your LocoScripl file is far 
loo big! When you edit a file in 
LocoScript. the old version is kept 
on file as a limbo file. This is what 
happens: 

a) LocoScript reads off the file 
from disc into memory. 

b) Yon edit the version in the 
memory and save it. 

cl LocoScript writes this new ver- 
sion onto some free space on the 
disc, leaving the old one intact... 
d) ...and only then, when the neH' 
version has been written, does it 
erase the old version lor rather, 
puts it into limbo). 

If it didn't do things in this 
order, the new version of a file 
might be written over where some 
of the old file was on the disc, 
meaning you couldn't keep the 
previous version as a limbo file. 

The upshot of this is that 
when you edit a file, LocoScript 
needs at least as much free space 



on the disc as the file is big. So 
88K. being bigger than half the 
disc, can't be edited. 

The longest you should ever 
have a file is about I0K. Long files 
are cumbersome , slow and cause 
problems with full discs. Split long 
files into chapters or sections. 

But how do you split up your 
file, when any edit you try won't fit 
on the disc? Here's what to do. 
Make sure you have a blank for- 
matted disc first - you're going to 
split off some of this huge docu- 
ment onto it. 

1. Edit the file. Press /COPY/ then 
/PAGE/ three times then [CUT] 
then (zero). The first three pages 
should be cur out (hut saved to the 
memory temporarily - you can get 
them back later). Now finish edit- 
ing: you should just he able to 
save this new shortened file to disc 
(if not. repeal the copy-cut busi- 
ness again with just one press of 

I PAGE] and end it with 1 , not 0: 
if that still isn't enough, do it 
again with one press of page and 
end with 2: and so on). 

2. Now insert your blank disc and 
create a new file, calling it 
MANUSCRP.l or something. In 
the new file, press /PASTE/0 (and 
I PASTE] 1 etc. if you needed to 
save more pages). The pages you 
cut are inserted. Finish editing. 

3. Repeal steps 1 and 2 until you 
have split up MANUSCRP into 
several smaller files of about 8- 
10K each called MANUSCRP.l. 
MANUSCRP.2 etc. And don't 
work with such big files again! 



Wheel power 



I have a Thesis PS wheel that is 
supposed to print out in propor- 
tional spacing on my 95 1 2. But 
what software do I need to be able 
to use it? 

B Hughes, Gillingham, Kent 

8000 Plus: LocoScripl 2, which 
you have already! Here's what to 
do in detail: 

1. Fit the daisywheel on the 
printer as follows. Pull back the 
lever on the left of the daisywheel. 
slip the old one out and drop the 
new one in. Push the lever back 
firmly, as far as it'll go (if it just 
prints dashes and slashes, you 
haven't pushed it far enough). The 
printer engages the new wheel 
with a click and a spin. 

2. Add the Thesis wheel to the list 
of character styles that LocoScript 
knows about. Through [ff>] 
'Settings' in the disc manager, 
select 'new character style' and 
give the name as 'Thesis' and the 
pitch as PS'. Write it to the 
startup disc under 



SETT1NGS.STD by following the 
prompts. 

3. If you want a document to print 
out on the PS wheel, set it up 
through Iflj 'Document setup' 
and press If6] 'Printing' . Set the 
option you want, 'Thesis' , with the 
1+1 key. /EXIT] back to the main 
document. If you set up a TEM- 
PLATE.STD like this, then all doc- 
uments in that group will print out 
on a PS wheel. Your document 
must have a (+PS) command in it 
at the start, or be set up to print in 
PS in the layouts. 

4. When you come to print out one 
of these documents, you may be 
asked if you want to change from 
the current style (probably 
Prestige Pica 10) to that intended 
(Thesis), so take that option and 
the right style will be selected. 

If you want to print a docu- 
ment set up for a normal wheel on 
a normal wheel, follow the con- 
verse of the procedure in 4. 

If you try and print a docu- 
ment set up for one wheel on 
another it may well print out, but 
the results will look very odd. 







is a different shape sideways to 








Screen test 


right way up on screen). Also, 
some shapes will distort more 
than others. What Micro Design 


The graphics screen ratio on 


Micro Design is set at 1 :0.936 - in 


does is to base itself on circles. 


other words, when you rotate 


and to always think of the printed 


something 90°. it distorts slightly. 


result. In other words, a circle 


Can anyone come up with a way 


may not look circular on screen, 


to make the ratio even? 


but it'll print out right on the 


A Jolly, West Wickham 


printer you' re using. This means 


Cambridge 


inevitably that other shapes will 




distort when rotated. 


8000 Plus: Well, trying to reset 


A further point is that Micro 


the screen aspect ratio is a bit of a 


Design works with pixels that are 


red herring. Because of differ- 


actually twice as high as they are 


ences between the aspect ratio of 


wide, to make best use of the 


9 pin, 24 pin and laser printers. 


screen definition: this means that 


and the screen, you can never 


when you rotate something you 


hope for some rotated shapes not 


lose information and hence a bit 


to distort somewhere. (Look at the 


of definition. 


way the A4 page on Micro Design 


So the basic answer is... no! 


Horizontal figures 


4k 


produced by rotating 




A 


verticals (150 pixels each) 
Measurements of lines 




\r — > 




U C3 


printout: 




\J 


Vertical 43 mm 




Horizontal 38 mm 




Distortion just visible In 




the ellipses. 





Key facts 



In a BASIC program I want to do 
certain things depending on 
whether the user presses certain 
keys. Please tell me how to do 
this. 

H Morrissey, Cork, Eire 

8000 Plus: You want a line like 

10 PRINT "Press a key": 

20a$=INPUT$(l) 

The PCW waits for a key to be 

pressed. When it has been pressed. 

you can lest for the value ofa$. 

Suppose you want to go to line 

100 if the user hits a (or A), and 

150 if they hit b (or B). You'd 

have: 

30 IF a$="a" OR a$= "A" 

THEN GOTO 100 
40 IF a$="b" OR a$="B" 

THEN GOTO ISO 
Obviously some key presses aren't 
so easy to check. Suppose for 
example you want lo go to line 
100 if they've pressed If I], and 
150 if they' ve pressed [f3j. BASIC 
treats the [flj key as being the 
character of code 26, and [f3j as 
the character of code 17. So you'd 
have: 
30 IF a$=CHRS(26) 

THEN GOTO 100 
40IFaS=CHR$(17) 

THEN GOTO 150 



In both the examples, a line like 
50 GOTO 10 

ensures thai if l hey press some- 
thing oilier than the desired key, 
they are asked again until they get 
it right. 

Here's a full list of some keys 
and the characters they return 
when pressed. To test for 
[RETURN], for example, see ifaS 
equals CHR$(I3). 
[RETURNJ 13 

ISTOPI 13 (yes. same as 

/RETURN]) 



[ENTER] 13 (yes. 


13 again) 


/EXIT] 


27 


ITABj 


9 


l+l 


22 


1-1 


28 


1DEL1 right 


7 


IDEL1 left 


127 


[CAN! 


8 


fCUTl 


21 


[COPY] 


23 


/PASTE] 23 (yes. same as 




/COPY]) 


IEXCHUFIND] 


29 


/UNE1/EOL] 


2 


[RELAY] 


18 


cursor up 


31 


cursor down 


30 


cursor left 


1 


cursor right 


6 


ifuir-i 


26 


ipum 


17 


lfSllf61 


19 


IP1U8, 


16 
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PCW PUBLIC DOMAIN 

FROM £1.65 PER VOLUME 



The Best of the Public Domain 

A huge range of excellent and tested P.D. software for every 

purpose. Languages, utilities, databases, games, text editors 

and much more. Fully documented. 

Installing CP/M Software 

The definitive guide to software installation on CP/M 

machines. Comes with all necessarv software. 

£5.00 on your disc. Only £8.00 on ours. 

Format Translation and Disc Salvage 

We probably offer the cheapest and best service there Is. 

All prices include VAT and postage 

For FREE catalogue, please send a S.A.E. to 



PCW Software Library 

11, Older Way, Angmering, 

Sussex, BN16 4HQ. 



LINDEX - an ideal gift at only £9.50 incl 



Uses information from the LocoScript identity Text to create a list of 
filenames, with size and Indication of the contents. Very easy to Install 
and use - even for those who have only ever used LocoScript. Takes 
away the fear of CP/MI Runs on all PCW computers. *Clear instructions 
supplied. Output to screen, and optionally to printer or to a text file. 

Super-LINDEX - more versatile & still only £14.95 

as UNDEX but with extra features: 

Output suitable for reading into a database like LocoFlle. 

Reads disc drives A: to P: (I) and disc name (if one given) 

CP/M mode (16 groups) - useful for PROTEXT users. 
German language edition is available, with data output. 

•LocoScript PC users! UNDEX-PC avertable soon* 

470 Leeds Road. Thackley. BRADFORD BD10 9AA (Tel 0274) 613300) 

(BookVlne Ltd Hon Directors David Johnson and Michael Nichols) 



TOTAL ACCOUNTING 



Invoicing, Sales, Purchase & Nominal Ledgers 

"Professionally presented .„ professional results ... 
... easy and uncomplicated." - Amstrad PCW Magazine 




From: 

. Amstrad User Group - 091-510 8787 

. Caspell Computer - 0202 666155 

• Computaccount - 021-428 1111 

• West of Britain Business Services - 0558 823782 

• Worldwide Software -0602 252113 
and local dealers. 



DEREK ROGERS PROFESSIONAL SOFTWARE - 041-334 8902 



BRITISH AEROSPACE • TIE RACK • TSB • BRITISH GAS 



|-Wi^J 



BEAT THE STOCKMARKET 

If you own or invest in equities, do you... 

Consistently buy and sell shares profitably 

Monitor share price charts on a daily basis? 

Agree that timing and selection are essential? 

Consider PE ratios, result dates and Yields? 

Account for Press comment and Stockbroker tips? 
o Believe that predictive algorithms really help? 
o Want maximum gain from an investment portfolio? 
We do. Stockmarket professionals and lecturers from two leading 
establishments designed it for us; 

MARKET MERLIN FOR AMSTRADS AT £29.95 INCLUSIVE. 
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I 



BURNCASTLE 
LTD 

EST. 1978 



For information and immediate 
despatch contact Helen Hodges: 
30 Gordon Road, Emsworth, 
PO10 8AZ Tel: (0243) 374279 



BRITISH TELECOM • AMSTRAD • ROLLS ROYCE • BRITISH STEEL 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 




The planet Doomawangara (Doom, lor short) appears lo 
Ix: dying, .antl only you can save it! In Fan 3 of OUI beM- 
sctling sci-fi I>xim Trilogy you'll question your system of 
ethics, discover (he purpose of the artefacts and why 

volcanoes can exist so dose to glaciers Accompanied by 

your trusty robot don you'll have to deal with squashed 
spaceships, renegade robots, slow- beings, lime travel.. .in 
fact a whole host of original Killworth puzzles after which 
you'll never he the same it gain Pack includes free 
ROBOT DOG CONSTRUCTION JOT and a monster FREE 
game: HtiZARIN'YKW B256. H512. *JSI2. CPC (disc). IBM 

PCUy.o*) pUw £1.00 PAR 



So you think you could run die economy better than 
the Chancellor? Our Major economy simulation game 
YES CHANCELLOR! gives you the chance in try! Based 
on a simplified hut in principle correct model of the 
problems of raising and using money, YES 
CHANCELLOR allows you to try to control inflation, 
taxation, interest rales, socio) services, strikes, wage 
claims, foreign trade, etc. The object of the game is to 
help your party May in power by winning an election 
every five years; manage it for fltecn and you'll retire 
with a Life Peerage! One of H0XK) Plus's recommended 
programs. YES CHANCELLOR is written in llasic so that 
vou can explore how the program works. PCW 8256, 
85*2, 9512. CPC (disc or htpvi X 14.9$ IBM PC X 17 50 
I'k-OM-tidd 11.00 P&P 



YES 

Chancellor! 





GIANT KILLER is a mathematical adventure game which 
Ls used in thousands of British and Australian schools and 
is another H0O0 Plus BEST BUY As Jack - or Jackie - your 
task is to go to market to buy a pig. You'll be lucky to get 
one, of course, but if you can handle a calculator and 
map a maze you'll end up with a magi*, bean Plant it and 
the rest of the adventure opens up Puzzles gradually 
increase in difficully covering National Curriculum 
investigations such as tessellations, prime numhers. 
topology, time and space, logic, etc. A great way to give 
your kids tand yourself) j maths challenge! Suits ages 10 
lo GCSE. PCWH256, N5I2. 9512. CPC I disci x\\ .95. IBM 
PC £17 50 




FREEPOST, 1 Roman Way. mm 

Stilton, Peterborough, PE7 3BR ^v ^ 

Tel: 0733 244682 (24 hours) 

CHEQUE, ACCESS, VISA or Official 
order. SAE for full caialaguc 



J 



WORLDWIDE 



SOFTWARE 



106 A Chilwell Road 

Beeston 

Nottingham 

NG91ES 



Tel 

0602 

252113 

(24 hrs) 




106A Chilwell Road 

Beeston 

Nottingham 

NG9 1ES 



Fax No.: 0602 430477 

All prices include VAT and 1 st Class Post in the UK. 
Export, Government and Education orders welcome. 



Arnhem £14.95 

Bridge Player 2150 £21 .95 

Business Controller (Digita) £59.95 

Classic Games 4 £14.95 

Clock Chess 89 £13.95 

Colossus Bridge 4 £13.50 

Colossus Chess 4 £13.50 

Locoscript II + Locospell £32.95 

Locofile £28.95 

Locoscript 2 £22.95 

Masterfile 8000 £32.95 

Money Manager PCW £38.95 

Payroll (Digita) £29.95 

Payroll Plus (Digita) £69.95 

Perfect Touch Typist £19.95 

Popular Retrieve £59.95 

Popular Payroll £59.95 

Scapeghost £14.95 

Scrabble £14.95 

Small Business Accounts (Cash) £69.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £13.50 

Tomahawk (Helicopter Simulator)£14.95 

Trivial Pursuit £14.95 

The Complete Home Entertainment 
Centre £1 7.95 



Sage Popular Accounts Plus £102.95 

Popular Invoicing £58.95 



PRO SCAN 
ONLY £169.99 



DEREK ROGERS 

TOTAL ACCOUNTING 

ONLY £74.99 



SAGE CASH TRADER 

Ideal for shops, pubs, 

farms etc 

ONLY £89.00 



10 xCF2 Maxell Disk 
ONLY £19.50 



Please make Cheques and Postal Orders Payable to 

Worldwide Software 

Credit Card Orders accepted by Phone or Mail. 



AMSTAT* & STATMODE 

MODULAR STATISTICS AND MATHEMATICS PACKAGES 

MARKETED BY 

S. C. COLEMAN LIMITED 

AMSTAT for PCW & CPC STATMODE for PC Compatibles 

AMSTAT 1 STATMODE 1 - mean*. «. osvt , vMianca. Wew, hurtoui, 1 -umplc. 2-uwr.pl*, and wired t— Witt. 
I »jy AOV witfl ung'* «nrj mull. COnl. miervnii. 2— way-AOV. correlm. fegretcon hiltograrm, SCJKargraim. 
trarriformaiioni. filar iiora and rtiritv*. output to WP die. manual. Firm We vanaHtn and obatrvatiom 10 a total 
ol 500 (* ) data poinu ( 12000 STATMODE ) 

AMSTAT 2. STATMODE 2 - 27 nonpar ametnc tent providing a complete Siegal". Binomial. ChliquareO), 
Kolmogo'Qv-Smirnov,?), Rum, McNtmar, Sion. W»lco«on. Waljh, Randomtiai>on(2). Fisher. Median 
(•niamion), Mann-Whitney. Wali.-Woltu.vu/. Mows. Cochran, Friedman. Krutkel-Wailit. Contingtncy. 
Spearmen. KerxWI. Ker*Jail partial. Concordance M ^ 

AMSTAT 3/STATMOOE 3: FORECASTING 
An anay or butinaw oriented mathomettcal and itaMl'cel 
to'twara Lmm and Polynomial regression. Trend and Seasonal 
Venation, Multiple Regression Anal y vs. Transformations, 
Eaponential Smoothing. Adaptive Filleting Graphic display, lull 
printout, manual suited to immediate use and (or teaching. 
(Additional program (or PC). 

AMSTAT 4/ STATMODE 4: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT - 
LINEAR PROGRAMMING MODULE 

General Purpoce Linear programming ' Specialised Transportation 
and assignment variants. Capable of analysing and solving 
problems of sequencing, scheduling, blending and allocation o! 
scarce resources. 40 Page manual, 18 worked eiamples. 




a -. 



~3~ 

UM< II 



UMI II 

AMSTAT 6/STATMODE 6: SFANOVA 

Up ioB My analysis ol variance lor equal cell siies. Unequal cell 
sires on 1-twey AOV. Maximum o( 2000 dau points (300 on 
unexpended CP/M 2.2. 4000 on PC). Input (rom ASCII Files. 
Output to icreen o> tent (lie with lull AOV table • main and 
interaction means and Neuman— Keuls on main effects Manual. 
I Disc only I 

AMSTAT 7/STATMODE 7: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT II - 
STOCK AND PRODUCTION ANALYSIS 

Calculation of economic order quantities lor both single and 
multiple items Dynamic programming to calculate optimum 
production schedules lor single items and consolidation ol several 
results into a multiple schedule. Also Parato and Lorenr analysis. 
Output to sceen or printer, includes operational manual with 
worked examples 



The proframi have application* in research of ail kinds, education, ules. production planning, work and 

method study, financial planning, personnel, local work etc 

"/ will frtmtnly be uung rhen< niytelf iff the tulurr and no rrvirwr: can otter j warmer 

nscommmndatton than that. " Dr. Peter Morris, Amttrmd Professional Computing. May 1997. 
Price List CPC PCW PC 

AMSTAT1 £25.96 £27.96 STATMODE 1 OHM 

AMSTAT2 £39,96 £39.96 STATMOOE2 C39.M 

AMSTAT3 £26.96 £27.96 STATMODE3 C3&M 

AMSTAT4 £26.96 £27.96 STATMOOE4 C39M 

AMSTAT6 £25 95 £27.96 STATMOOE6 £38 US 

AMSTAT7 £26.96 £27.96 STATMOOE7 C3B.9S 



ANV 2 - 15% DISCOUNT 
ANY 4 - 20% DISCOUNT 
Placet enquire lor 
Educational quantity discounts 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE POST 
AND PACKAGING IN THE 
UK BUTEXCLUOEVAT. 



CHEOUESANDPO.lTO: 

5. C. COLEMAN LTD. 

33 LEICESTER ROAD. ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH 

LEICESTERSHIRE. LE6 5DA 

TEL: 0630 415919 

24 Hour Answerphone. Technical enquiries alter 6.00pm 
ademark o( AMSTRAD PLC and is used under licence 



SojiHtirt- ]<>r \crictt\ sj>nrt\ rnrhn\iiisr\ 



POOLS WINNER n 



• MASSIVE DATABASE Poolswinner is a sophisticated Pools 
prediction aid. It comes complete with the largest database available - 
22000 matches over 10 years. 

• PREDICTS Not just SCOREDRAWS, but NO-SCORES, AWAVS 
and HOMES too. Predictions are based on many factors ... recent form, 
the massive database, current league standing, goal scoring rates, and 
draw averages (each factor is independently switchable by the user). 

• SUCCESSFUL Selec guarantee that Poolswinner performs signifi- 
cantly better than chance. 

• LEAGUE AND NON-LEAGUE matches are covered. 

• FULL LEAGUE TABLES are automatically generated as results are entered. 

• FULL PRINTER SUPPORT 

• AUTOMATIC FIXTURE GENERATION : Fixtures for English and Scottish 
League matches are generated automatically by Pool swi ruler's sister program EIXGEN... 




FIXGEN 1990/91 



No need to struggle for h. 



get the fixture list into the computer - 



£26.50 

Poolswinner , 

with Fixgen. 



just type in the dale, Fixgen contains the complete fixture list for the 
whole year's league soccer. (Published under Inence from the Fiwtball 
Ijvgite. and lite Saltish Football League). 



COURSEWINNER v.i 




r The ORIGINAL, and still the BEST computer punter's aid. 

I Coursewinncr V3 uses all the most important form pointers (past form, 
speed ratings, prize money, course statistics, jockey form, trainer form etc) 
to give a detailed assessment of every runner's chances, not just a tip. 

> Vital statistics of all British courses (Draw advantage. Top 
Trainers and Jockeys etc) are included in the database. £24.00 

t Includes both FLAT and NATIONAL HUNT versions. 

1 Full Printer support 



Available lot IBM (5.25", 3S't Amstrad CPC 
AMIGA BBC 

Atari ST Commodore 641128 ' 

Amstrad PCW Spectrum 



-$tmTAPEi>rOISr~\ 

(Add £2.00 

for Disc). 



J & H Training 

Interested in Computer Training? 

1 Day Courses available on 

Word Processing, Database, 

Spreadsheet, plus more 

Training on Amstrad computers 

For details contact Julie or Helen 
Tel 0709 873359 Fax 0709 760088 

11 Fitz william Avenue, Wath-on-Dearne, 
Rotherham S.Yorks S63 7HN 



TYPESET 

LASERSET 



No Codes! 

No ASCII! 

No Fuss! 



We use your Locoscrlpt Layouts! 

From lUSt Five V ears experience allows us 

to offerthis unique service. Forget 
coding, use your PCW in the way 
you always do. We identify your 
layouts, bolds, italics, etc., and 
apply your choice of fonts from 
our large library. 

THAMESLINK 

99-101 St. Leonards Rd. Windsor. SL4 3BZ 
per page Tel: (0753) 863356 Fax: (0753) 858330 




THE TAROT PROGRAM 



NEW 



VERSION (3) 



NEW 



VERSION (2) OWNERS RETURN ORIGINAL DISC SEND £8.00 

DEMONSTRATION DISCS FOR PCW85I2 & PCW95I2 SEND £8.00 

♦ Cards can be- shuffled or specific cards can be selected 

♦ Cards selected are positioned in the Celtic Cross spread 

♦ Each card and postilion of the Celtic Cross interpreted 

♦ Provision for entering client's full name and dale 

♦ Option for full justification (left and right edges straight) 

♦ Facility to edit and create your own interpretation files 

♦ The Tarot Editor now includes a word warp feature 

♦ Output to screen or printer, over 5 pages of interpretation 

♦ Single sheet or continuous stationery (8000 scries only) 

♦ Landscape output for Celtic Cross spread (8000 series only) 



FOR L'SE WITH PCW8256. PCW8SI2 or PCW95I2 (PLEASE SPECIFY) 
« — - ^* *^ Cheques or P.O.s made payable to: 

T Z,<* MM Kf - HEVWOOI) - 1W CWMOARW ROAD. 

cV^rf™*-' Jr UPPER BRYNAMMAN. Nr AMMANFORD. DYFED 
Overseas please add £2.00 SAI8 IDA ENQUIRIES (0269) 826664 



SrnJ i hvi/ur ' PO 

h» irluitnifpiiii \rr\nrl 

62 Allrincham Rd, (.alley. Cheudle, Cheshire SK8 4DP 

iMfnd for full livl of oui *oft*»rei 



Selec Software- 



TdMl-428-7425 

plume 14 hrs 




ft I SIGNWRITER 

I for the Amstrad PCW 

Create large quality lettering from your PCW. up to 8". 

Produce Signs. Banners. Notices, Tickets, Posters, and 

Adverts in minutes. 

Signwritcr £29.95 , Extra Fonts at £5.75 

PCW Coloured Ribbons - red. green, blue, purple, brown 

& orange £5.75 each. Black £4.60. 

3" PCW Discs £2.30 each. 10 discs for £21 

(All prices include VAT & Delivery) 

Wc lake Acccw 4 Voa Please male cheque* payable III WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 



WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 

44, ROAN STREET GREENWICH, LONDON. SE10 9JT 
Telephone 081 858 2699 Fax 081 853 4416 



Tipoffs 


















de 
is 












Press up 


This control panel map tor atop 
Press may be useful lo users of tl 


SKlOp I 1 ii'ii-iiiii'; im'L'i.ini. 

David Pari, London El 




Filing Paite 


STOP PRESS CONTROL PANEL 

Toxt Graphics E»»l- 

Graph 


Window Goodies Dump Ink Colour ' 
mode Printout Ghosting 




A B C 


E F 


o 


J 


K L M 




1 
2 


Pago 
Fie 


Hie 
Canvas 


Copy 


Flip Top 
to Bottom 


Keyboard 


Brush 
Spray 


Mist 
Spray 


Paint 


Data 


Define 
Window 


Gridlock 


Page 

Print 


Black 
Ink 


i 

2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


Cutout 
File 


Enlarge 
x2 


Flip Lett 1 
to Right 


■close text 
1 to file 


Spray Size/ 
Une Thickness 


Selected 
pattern 


Pie 

Chart 


Invert 
Window 


Gridlock 
adjust 


Multiple 
Pnntout 


White 
Ink 


' 




Shrink I 


oading Texi trom 
3rive Dtec 

Select 


Patterns 


Cross- 
hairs 
On, Oft 


Histo- 
gram 


Border 
window 


Zoom 


Inverse 
Ink 


< 




Load 


Variable 
Stretch 


Slips 
Slide 


CIDs On/Ofl 


Box 


Triangle 


Circle 


Une 
Graph 


Border 
Page 


Instant 
Erase 


Print 
Canvas/ 
Window 




5 
6 


Save 


Drive | 
Select 1 


CIO Quantity 


Ellipse 


Una 
Drawing 


3D 
Aid 






Paper 
Change 
Warning 




Drive 
Select 




Rotate 
90° 


Shadow 


Drtve 
Select 


Loading 
Typeface 


Outline 


Solid 
Elfect 


Painted 
Etlect 


Auto 
FM 


Clear 
Window 


Page 
Coordin- 
ates 


Form 
Feed 
On/Ofl 


Ghosting 
On/Ofl 


7 




Rotate 1 I 
180° 1 1 


ypetace 
eslgnor 


Typeface 
size 


Dot 
Pattern 
Etlect 


Dot Pattern 
Mask 


Auto 
Backdrop 


Clear 1 1 Prin ' out 
H Selection 


Black 
Ghosting 
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Drive 
Select 


Delete 
File 


Rotate 
270° 


Smart 
Cut 


Saving a 
Typeface 


Symbol 

Position 

-Ing, 


Pattern 
Pickup 


Pattern 
Designer 




Page 


Scanner 


Parallel 
Port 


White 
Ghosting 

















Mail order 



When using LocoMail to oulpul 
information from a LocoFile 
data file, you may wish to make 
several passes through the file 
changing only the ?; instructions. 
Once LocoMail has reached the 
end of the index being used, 
however, you are returned to the 
disc manager screen and have to 
start the merge afresh. 

Normally setting to an index 
brings up the first record in the 
index. It is no use re-setting to 
the same index; this does not 
change the current record - oth- 
erwise a loop would never leave 
the first record. 

In this case you can cheat by 
changing the index twice, first to 
another index then back to the 
original. You are then returned to 
the first record ready to search 
through again without having to 
re-merge. 

J Goodacre, Leicester, Leics 





A drive and the one lo copy to in 


i 


1 A b... omission 


the B drive. They must have been 
formatted in those drives of 




In September's Tipoffs ('From A 


course. 


to B') you described how to use 


3. Type b:[g0]=a:*.*[g0] 


PIP to transfer files from a disc in 


/RETURN/. This does group 


the A to the B drive. 


files. 


Unfortunately it only seems to 


4. When it's finished, type 


work for group 0. How can you 


b:[gl]=a:*.*/gl] [RETURN] . This 


transfer files from all groups? 


does group 1 files. 


Andrew Warner, Grea 


5. When it's finished, type 


Bookham. Surrej 


b:[g2]=a:*.*/g2] [RETURN/. This 




does group 2 files. 


8000 Plus: Well, il was described 


6. ...and so on for each group 


two pages later in the list of PIP 


number with files in. 


options, but 1 suppose it wasn't too 


If you want to copy limbo files, 


well signposted! 


those for group are in group 8, 


1. Run up CPIM as usual by press- 


group 1 are in group 9. and so on 


ing /SHIFT/ /EXTRA] /EXIT], 


up to group 7, which has limbo 


inserting your CPIM disc, and at 


files in group 15. 


the A> type pip [RETURN/. 


Hope you find this is a bit 


2. Put the disc to copy from in the 


more helpful. 



Big BASIC 



I have a very long listing which 
looks like it will be bigger than 
3 1 K - which is more than 
BASIC can take! What shall I 
do? 

David Johnson, Glasgow 

8000 Plus: In BASIC, several 
files can be chained together by 
the command CHAIN. Split the 
listing up into chunks, say 
PROGI.BAS and PROG2.BAS. 
To 'run' the second from the first 
put the command 
CHAIN "PROG2" ,.all 
(yes. two commas). This last bit 
makes sure all the values of the 
variables will be transferred 
intact to the second part. 



Trace relations 



I use a mouse with Stop Press 
and Micro Design, and I would 
like to be able to trace line draw- 
ings for use in them. Is there a 
device I can fit to the mouse to 
let me do this, or will I have to 
buy an expensive scanner? 

Ray O'Dent, London SE5 

8000 Plus: There is a device like 
the one you describe. It's a small 
piece of clear plastic with cross 
wires on il that fixes onto your 
mouse via a piece of velcro, 
enabling you lo trace line draw- 
ings with your mouse. Called 
(groan) 'Trace/ . it costs £7.95 
from SideWise, PO Box 4. 
Tomes. Devon TQ9 7EN. 



Swept away 



Here are some additional tips to 
the article on Newsweep that 
appear in the September issue. 
? is a HELP screen listing all the 
commands. 

X is the command to EXIT to 
CP/M. 

S calculates the space remaining 
on the disc currently logged. The 
documentation says this is pref- 
aced by a disc reset so that S may 
be used after swopping discs; true, 
a reset is undertaken, but the 
directory in NSWP's memory is 
not replace by that from the newly 
loaded disc, so the screen display 
is a confusing amalgam of the free 
space on the new disc an the direc- 
tory of the previous one. Attempts 
to access the files result in a 'Can't 
open file' message! Use only L to 
change discs. 

C to copy supports an optional 
'read after write' check or 'verify' 
in a way similar to PIP. Follow the 
destination name with a space and 



thenV. 

F to find a file in the directory is 
a real boon on well-filled discs 
as it saves all that scrolling and 
is simple to use because it acts 
like a *.* mask. Entering just 
one character moves you imme- 
diately to the first file with that 
initial letter. The more charac- 
ters you specify, the more accu- 
rate the search. 
Q is the command to squeeze as 
well as unsqueeze files. In either 
case, files must be tagged before 
squeezing. 

NSWP **.* as a 'sign on' com- 
mand lists all groups from the out- 
set - very useful for LocoScript 
discs. It can be 'switched off with 
an A0:*.* mask or similar. 

Malcolm Surl, Bodmin, 
Cornwall 

8000 Plus: Because of space con- 
siderations the original article on 
Newsweep had to he brief and one 
or two things may have been 
subbed out - thanks for those 
additional points. 



Tasty dates 



There's a handy little use for 
renaming the M drive in 
LocoScript. Just after starting up, 
move the cursor into a group in M 
somewhere, press [f2J (or |f5] if 
you have LocoScript 1 ) and select 
'rename disc'. Give the name as 
the date, using underline charac- 
ters ([SHIFT] hyphen) to separate 
words, such as 5_NOV,90. This 
will be displayed all day on the 
disc management screen. 



igrt^Disc cnange te-upuoi! 



Drive M: 5_N0U .90 

264k used 3Bk free 7 files 

group 260k group 4 Ok 

LETTERS 2k group S Ok 

group 2 2k group 6 Ok 

group 3 Ok group 7 Ok 



1 files Hi group 2 1 files 
es linbo files 



Remember, remember: but if you 

can't, LocoScript can remember the 

date for you 

J Goodacre, Leicester, Leics 
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Distinctly Digita/^f" 

Cleverly written and always favourably reviewed in the press, ■-— -y£a 

Digita produces a range of powerful, low cost software for the home and business user. 



DGPAYROLL PLUS SPECIAL VALUE COMBO PACK 1 
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As par DGPayrotl, but designed lot the larger business with 
(solves (or up Id 999 employees 

£79.95 



E-TYPE 



The complete package designed for the home user. 

Contains: Datastore II, Supertype II, 

Personal Tax Planner. Classic Invaders £49.95 
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Do you ever have lo pnnt names and addresses at awkward 
pieces on envelopes, or do you ever need lo 1(11 m tricky 
forms or invoices where the lent has lo be in exactly the right 
piece? Usually you have to do it by hand, or get your trusty 
old typewriter out ol the cupboard and dust it oft Well nol 
anymore The Emulated TYPEwnter transforms your 
computer and printer into a fully Hedged typewriter, 
supporting bold, underline, italic and other type-styles 
Because it can display and print text INSTANTLY you can line 
up your form, press Return and Space a lew times to move lo 
the correct place, and then start typing Alternatively you can 
switch to llne-by-line mode, which offers word-wrap. 
justification and proportional spacing, so that you can edit 
each I.nt bekw Hi primed 



PERSONAL TAX PLANNER 



Are you absolutely sure your taxman is doing his job 
correctly 7 Plan your own tax with ease, this menu-driven 
program will calculate your income tax liability (4 tax years 
included) and provide pertinent (acts about your tax position 
You can pertorm what-H T calculation to discover ways to 
minimise your tax liability In fact, the program will advise 
you on things such as, d you are a marnea man. whether it 
would be advantageous to have your wife's income taxed 
separately or not At this price who knows, you will probably 
dnd that PTP will pay (or itself m tax savings the hrst lime you 
use it 1 

" STOP PRESS " 
July 89 - PTP user receives tax refund of over E2.000!" 
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SPECIAL VALUE COMBO PACK 2 



The complete package designed for the business user. 

Contains: Datastore II, Supertype II, 

Business Controller, DGPayroll £99.95 
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SUPERTYPE II 



Perhaps the only reasonable criticism of the Amstrad PCW 
might be the standard of printed output Upgrade your punter 
with this clever software utility The program will provide you 
with B radically different and professional typestyles giving 
your documents an original facelift. The ingenious thing about 
Supertype is that once you've established your favourite fonl 
on a disc, you won't even nottce it working You run your 
software m the normal way and everything wiill be the same 
except when you pnnt out. Supertype II works with LocoScr <pl 
f up to version 2 16) and ANY OTHER suitable CP/M software. 



£14.95 



CLASSIC INVADERS 



Escape from executive stress with the classic space i nvader 

'""■ £13.95 
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Available tot 

ita, GEM, Greyhound, 
Marketing, Lazer, 

Leisuresoft, R & R, SDL. 



£ 39.9 S 



£69.95 



f39.9 5 




DIGITA 

INTERNATIONAL 



HOW TO ORDER 



CREDIT CAR JNE 



0395 



''Serious software at a sensible price" 

All software written in the UK. Prices include VAT & P & P (add £2.00 for export) 



Post: Digita ] 101 Ktd 

Bin. k Ho 

i 

1 'gland 
68893 
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These pages provide a 
comprehensive guide to the 
Amstrad PCW software. 
Published in three monthly 
parts, this time it's the turn of 
Word Processors (including 
Desk Top Publishers), 
Accounts/Payroll packages and 
Utilities. We've set out to cover 
every important piece of 
software we could lay our hands 
on, and to give you enough 
information to decide whether 
they are suitable for you. 

All software will run on both 
the 9512 and the 8000 series 
machines, though the former's 
daisywheel printer cannot print 
graphical output. 

The selection isn't 
comprehensive, but the software 
listed here represents what we 
think is the best of that currently 
available. 

As well as a brief summary of 
what they do, the main Plus and 
Minus points for each program 
are listed - Pluses have a ▲ by 
them, Minuses a ▼. Those we 
think are particularly noteworthy 
have a corner flash. 
Have fun window shopping! 



Software Guide 



WORD 
PROCESSORS 

PROTEXT/POCKET PROTEXT 

£59.951129.95 'Amor 

0733 68909 

The best CP/M wordprocessor. Very last at 
moving around large files, and packed with 
leatures. Works with key combinations father than menus, but 
uses LocoScript keys too. Comes complete with a good spelling 
checker, a lightning last word counter and a very powerful 
mailmerger. 'Pocket Pretext' is a stripped down version - 
essentially the same word processing features, but no spell 
checker or mailmerger, and tacking one or two Incidental facili- 
ties like two column printing. Specify which machine you have 
when buying. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Complete with spelling checker/word counter 

▲ Packed with leatures, eg. calculate facility, text editor (or 
writing programs, 'print to screen' option etc. 

A Lets you work with two documents at once 

▲ You can do all of CP/M's functions without leaving Pretext 
A Very fast at moving around, doing exchanges and so on 
A Extremely powerful and flexible mailmerger 

T Forces you to leam another new set of control keys to use It 

▼ Not as slick as LocoScript in its printer controls 

TASWORD 8000 

£24.95 • Tasman • 0532 438301 • 8000's only 

Simplifies document planning by minimising dependency on 
layout procedures. Allows quick and easy access to parts of 
text by existence of a marker system. The 'Search' and 
'Rnd/Reptace' facilities are simple to use, but very thorough. 

PLUSES i MINUSES 
A Easy to use 
A Excellent mailmerge and label -printing ability 

EASY LABELLER 

£29.95 (plus VAT) • MASS. • 0603 630768 

Labelling program which stores your names and address list 
and will print out in label format selected items Irom it 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Useful options like printing out current date 
A Good search facilities 
A Range of printing options will fit most stationery 

▼ Data needs an entire disc to itself 

▼ Data entry is slowed by constant returning to main menu 

LOCOSCRIPT 2 

£29.95 • Locomotive Software 
0306 740606 

As bundled with new 9512, the new version of 

everyone's first word processor. It you know 

how LocoSchpt 1 works, you'll have minimal 

relearning to do, and it puts right (almost) all the detects of the 

old version at a rock bottom price. Greek and Cyrillic alphabets, 

and even lets you define up to sixteen characters of your own 

design. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A 'Find page' command makes moving around faster 
A Superb range of foreign accents and symbols available 
A Can now drive daisywheel and other printers 
A Has DISCKIT'S formatting and copying built into it 
A New 300-page manual 

▼ Mailmerger and spelling checker not included 

▼ Inconvenient for regular CP/M users 

▼ Still no word counter! 

▼ Still slow at Find. Exchange and scrolling 

LOCOSPELL 

£/9.95 • LocomotivelAmsoft • 0306 740606 

The ultimate spelling checker for LocoScript users. It is run as a 
simple menu choice while you are editing a document normally, 
and you can check either an entire document or only a para- 
graph. When it finds an error, it suggests a correction. 
Reasonably fast, given LocoScript's inherent sloth. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Runs totally from within LocoScript 
a Can do smalt sections of a file 
A Suggests alternatives for misspelt words 
A Reformats the text as it makes conections 
A Provides the much-missed LocoScript word counter 

▼ Can't remove spellings you don't like 



T The manual gets bogged down sometimes 

▼ Slow at scrolling Ihe dictionary window 

LOCOMAIL 

£29.95 • LocomotivelAmsoft 

0306 740606 ^ 

As a mailmerger for LocoScript. It's difficult to see 
how anything could be better than this. It runs 
directly from LocoScript, and can process any LocoScript com- 
mands. Has many advanced features and Is highly recom- 
mended tor all LocoScript users. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A You don't have to run it from CP/M 
A Can print any LocoScript text formatting commands 
A Can automatically rejustity paragraphs after insertion 
A Can insert numeric calculations into letters 
A Can read data from non -LocoScript (le. ASCII) files 
A Large manual, with example files on disc 
A Poweful selection procedures - like a database 

▼ Need separate program to sort and filter addresses 
before a print run 



PROSPELL 



£29.95 •Arnor '0733 68909 

A stand-alone spell checker lor use with almost any wordpro- 
cessor that runs on the PCWs. Reads LocoScript, WordStar 
and ASCII tiles, and allows you to make corrections directly, 
view the context, change the dictionary etc, Specily which 
machine when buying. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Checks LocoScript and WordStar documents directly. 
A Displays the context of a suspect word 

▲ Can edit misspellings directly Irom Prospell 

▲ Anagram and crossword solvers too 

▼ Processes files ol 1 5K or more In sections 



POCKET WORDSTAR 



£49.95 • MicroPro/Davis Rubin • 0386 853610 

For many business users, word processing means Word Star. 
Almost everything you could need in a text processor is here 
and despite the title this "Pocket" version has all the features ol 
the original. Efficient and proven, but now showing its age and 
there are alternatives unless you are committed to WordStar 
already. £20 extra buys the De Luxe version with spell checker. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

▲ Probably the world's most widely used word-processor 

▲ Documentation is complex but well-structured 

▲ Includes a mail merge utility 

A Keystroke commands fully described on on-screen menus 

▼ Doesn't make full use ol Ihe PCW keyboard and printer 

▼ Page and margin (ormatting commands awkward to use 

NEWWORD 

£69.00 • NewStar Software • 0245 265017 

NewWord exploits the WordStar market by doing the same job 
better. It uses much the same key commands as WordStar and 
will even edit documents prepared under WordStarComes with 
a spelling checker, and the on-screen help is slightly better than 
WordStars, though Ihe keystokes are still as obscure 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Does everything WordStar does, even reads WordStar files 

▲ Spelling checker included 

A Can un-erase words and lines 

A Onscreen help better than WordStar's 

A Full relormatting ol text within mailmerger 

▼ Weak on use ol keypad and printer support 

▼ Like WordStar, formatting troubles and obscure commands 



LABEL PRINTER 



£25.00 >Microdraw> 0622 685481 

Very similar program to Easy Labeller if not quite as powerful. 
Usual features of a labeller and you can store comments with 
each label's data. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Menus simple - easy to get the program going 
A Fast data entry 
A Can store comments with each entry 

▼ No import or export of data 

▼ Data needs an entire disc to itself 

LOCOKEY 

£14.95 ' Locomotive Software • 0306 740606 

This successor to LocoChar is a keyboard customiser which 
means that any key can be made to produce any letter. The 
program will reproduce any one of the sixteen LocoChar- 
detined characters. 

PLUSES « MINUSES 
A Enables customisation to any distribution of 

keyboard letters 
A Handles any combinations of accent and character 



November 90 75 






Software Guide 



A Is tun and easy to use 
▼ Will only be ot limited use 

ANSIBLEINDEX PLUS 

£34.95 ' Ansible Information • 0672 62576 

The upgraded version ot the LocoScript document indexer. 
Type in your LocoScript document as normal highlighting the 
words to be indexed with a LocoScript (+RV) code. The pro- 
gram will then compile an alphabetical list of entries complete 
with the page number on which they appear. A friendly, useful 
little package. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Don't need to convert tiles into ASCII files 
A Word counter also included 

▲ Runs with both LocoScript 1 and 2 

▲ One index can be created for a series of documents 
A Indexes can be edited on screen 

A Index entries can be inverted; instead of 'mutton pie.' for 
example, 'pie, mutton.' 



ACCOUNTS 

VITAL PROCESSOR SERIES 

£29.95 -39.95 each 'Vital 
Software • 0732 810330 

Series of three programs designed to help you 
look after your money and your assets. The 
Savings Processor is ideal tor someone with a portfolio of 
stocks and shares; it tells you your 'net worth' like a balance 
sheet. The Insurance Processor helps you make an inventory 
of altyour possessions and put a value on them, while the 
Income Processor helps you keep tabs on your incomings and 
outgoings. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Income Processor allows you to budget efficiently 
A Insurance Processor can complete inventories room by room 
A Savings Processor is a fast and efficient way of keeping 

track of share values 

▼ You have to be keen to do all the research 

▼ It can be time-consuming 

▼ With the Income Processor, it's difficult getting all the 
information you need from the manual 

▼ It's not always clear how some of the operations work 

CHECK ACCOUNT II 

£14.95 'Molesoft- 03722 75053 

Written specifically for the home user, this program maintains 
four accounts per disc in familiar bank-statement form. Its anal- 
ysis feature shows trends and forecasts how much you can 
afford to spend. The interest-estimating feature can keep track 
of Building Society accounts where Interest earned varies with 
the amount deposited. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Designed solely for home accounts 
A Easy to team from demo file 
T Relatively slow screen update 

▼ You have to be organised to keep it up to date 

DIGITA BUSINESS 

CONTROLLER 

£69.95 • Digita International 
0395270273 

Not a full accounting system, but a very easy-to-use package 
with an excellent manual. Nominal ledger already set up and 
you can be up and running in minutes. No aged creditor/debtor 
lists can be produced, and problems with VAT handling- not 
really for VAT businesses. For other small business it's very 
good value. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Delight to use with a very good manual 
A You can get the system working in minutes 
A Financial ratios can be included in reports 

▼ No facility for producing aged debtors/creditors list 

BOOK-KEEPING 
AND ACCOUNTS 

£69 (with invoicing, £80.50; with invoicing 
and stocks, £92) • Manx Tapes • 0624 813071 

Recently updated suite ol programs advocating a very tradition- 



al style ol double-entry book-keeping. Useful demonstration 
disc also supplied with more ttian 200 example accounts. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
▲ Solid, traditional approach to double-entry book-keeping 

▼ Program doesn't make lull use ol the PCW 

▼ Screen prompts not always that helpful 

▼ Written in BASIC, so prone to sluggishness 

COMPAQ ACCOUNTS 

£199.00 • Compact Software Ltd • 0628 777456 

Another very large Integrated package supplied on several 
discs and consisting of sales, purchase and nominal ledger 
together with Invoicing. The package is available on much larg- 
er micros, and since the format in which data is produced is the 
same as on PCWs, the system is particularly suitable for users 
planning to upgrade their hardware at alater date. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Audit trails are an auditor's dream 
A Data can be used In WordStar. Multiplan or SuperCalc 2 
A Superb prepayment facility 
A Can run a number of companies separately 
A Easily transported to bigger computers 

▼ Lots of disc swapping necessary 

▼ Can be slow to use - it runs In Mallard Basic 

▼ Quirks in cash allocation routine and account code system 

MAP. INTEGRATED, 
ACCOUNTS ^ 

£249+VAT > MAP Systems 
061624566213 

This is a very powerful package moved onto the PCW at a frac- 
tion of its cost on larger micros. The size makes it a little cum- 
bersome to use, but apart from that there are very few 
significant problems. The integrated suite includes the same 
five modules as Camsoft. but they are supplied on four sides of 
disc, making it effectively impossible for the software to be run 
as an integrated system on an unexpanded 8256. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A A very comprehensive and professional package 
A Very good audit trails 

A Sales/purchase ledgers can run over different periods 
A Facility for handling prepayments and accruals 
A Able to print full management accounts 

▼ The size of the programs means lots of disc swapping 

▼ All normal responses need to be in upper case 

SIMPLE ACCOUNTS II 

£99.95 >Cornix> 0234 219969 

The perfect accounts package lor the small business by virtue 
of its simplicity of operation, and the limitation of its features to 
the essentials. Features include a useful cross-reference facility 
to collate expenses on individual contracts. Very comprehen- 
sive VAT section. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Simple, easy-to-use program 
A Can correct errors 
A Keeps track of debtors and creditors 
A Well-written manual 
A Useful search facility 




CAMSOFT PSIL 



Cambrian Software 



£180.14+VAT' 
0766831878 

Consists ot five integrated packages: Sales, purchase and 
nominal ledgers, invoicing and stock control. In terms of sophis- 
tication it falls somewhere between the Sagesoft package and 
the larger systems from MAP and Compact. But it's easier to 
run than the larger packages since all the softwarecan be 
squeezed into the M drive. Good package for a small company. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Already set up for B256 or 851 2 
A No need for pre printed stationery 
A Excellent sort and search facilities 
A Invoices shown on screen as you create them 

▼ Constant need to input full five-digit account codes 

▼ No final accounts reports available on nominal ledger 

T No facility to run the ledgers In different accounting periods 



IN BUSINESS 



£149.90 • Cavalier Software • 01-639 6683 

A comprehensive integrated package. Comprises 'Intact' 
accounts and 'Instock' stock control, available separately for 
£59.95 each. Well designed, easy to run and powerful enough 
for most businesses 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Other packages (eg: 'Teleadd' address book) can be added 
A Comprehensive range of features when used as a package 
A Sophisticated pricing and order features in Instock section 
A Flexible accounts, traps most mistakes, useful summaries 



A Interesting forward planning facility in stock control 

▼ Manual gives you a confusing number of options 

SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTS 

£69.95 •NewStar- 0245 265017 

Using the split-screen method, the prompt-driven program 
leads you through the hazards of double-entry book-keeping as 
painlessly as possible. Again, very useful demonstration files 
supplied with the program. It also handles VAT easily. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Excellent system of screen prompts 
A Good demonstration files 
A One of the easiest double-entry systems for the novice 

▼ Manual is really for the PC 

SAGE POPULAR ACCOUNTS 

£87 'Sagesoft -091 2131555 

An integrated accounts package consisting of purchase, sales 
and nominal ledgers. For another £50 you can buy Accounts 
Plus which also has invoicing and stock control. Aimed at small 
companies with the emphasis on ease of setting up. But a num- 
ber of limitations, eg. the package cannot cope too easily with 
rapidly increasing numbers of customers and suppliers. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Clean, tidy and logical screen layouts and menus 
A Easy to set up and use with excellent documentation 
A Good audit trails and VAT reports 
A Can produce formatted trial balances 

▼ Restrictive account numbering system 

▼ Only single Nominal ledger and VAT analysis per item 

▼ Does not cater for settlement discounts 

▼ Won't print remittance advice slips 

▼ Cramped on 95 1 2 printer - need 1 7 pitch dalsywheel 



MAP PAYROLL 



£/99+ VAT • MAP Systems - 061 624 5662 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Can amend and re-run at any stage (even after printing) 

A Cash analysis is broken down Into departments 

A System prevents re-use or amendment of leavers 

A Can hold up to 40 standard hourly and weekly wage rates 

▼ No SSP calculation facility (but can record all amounts paid) 

▼ Programs necessitate a lot of disc swapping 

▼ No printed record of automatic tax code changes 

SAGESOFT POPULAR PAYROLL 

£61 'Sagesoft '091 2131555 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Any or all employees payroll can be rerun at any stage 

A Full pay history available for all employees and leavers 

A Calculates average pay for holidays etc 

A Very easy to install 

▼ Limited number ot additions/deductions 

▼ Doesn't print a list of cheques 

▼ No analysis of additions/deductions 

COMPAQ PAYROLL 

£139.00 'Compact Software Ltd 

0628 777456 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Supplied with test data 

A Facility to change employees tax codes 

tol lowing budget 

A Can run payroll for several companies 

A Program available for PC compatibles - data transportable 

T Must be run from the master discs 

▼ Needs input form and check calculation for each employee 
T Once payslips are printed nothing can be changed 

T Most expensive payroll program 

CAMSOFT PAYROLL 

£60+VAT • Cambrian Software • 0766 831878 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Full payslip displayed on screen, any item 

can be amended 

A Facility for freehand narrative on any payslip 

A Uses M drive for programs to speed operation 

A Built in on-screen help facility 

A Search-sort routine for output to screen, printer or disc 

a Uses alphanumeric employee codes 

▼ Screen menus a bit untidy and sometimes ditficuft to follow 

▼ No listing of cheques 

CHECK ACCOUNT TWO 

£14.95 •Molesoft- 0372 275053 

Written specifically to keep track of personal household 
accounts. Can store the details ot up to tour different accounts 
per disc, records all withdrawals and deposits and will allow an 
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everything you need for your home accounts 

• You can maintain as many accounts as you wish. 

• up to twenty categories tor income or expenditure per account, each 
with a ten letter column heading. 

• Up to 12225 entries per account on the 8512 9512 and 3075 on the 8256 

• Up to twenty letters ol comment lor every entry. 

• Single category statements and lull statements in two screen tormats 
lor any group ol entries. Printed statements in a variety ol styles. 

• Screen analysis, printed analysis and bar graphs. 

• Easy alteration of entries. 

• The program is properly documented and presented and includes a 

demonstration account. It is very easy to use. with highlighted 

selections and cursor driven menus at every stage. 

BUDGET ACCOUNTS which is available for all PCWs 

costs E14.95 inclusive (PLEASE STATE MODEL) from 

CODEX 8 Chestnut Grove Ealing LONDON W.5 4JT 

telephone 081 840 0760 

All orders are dispatched by return of post using Recorded Delivery 



codex 



ASTROLOGY for beginners 

Teach yourself astrology using your Amstrad 



Buy a Starter Pack comprising a simple program to calculate a 

horoscope, an introductory booklet and 2 self- teaching programs 

(how to interpret the horoscope). 

ONLY £12.50 No previous knowledge required 

For ALL Amstrads (CPC. PCW, PC. PPC) 

Payment by Access/Visa, Cheque. P.O. Please stale make q[ computer 

of send s.a.e. (about 9" x 7") Jot free catalogue giving details oj our 

wide range of programs Jor PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGERS 

including complete natal interpretations and forecasting. 

Also I CHING.' GRAPHOLOGY. BIORHYTHMS. NUMEROLOGY, etc. 



ASTROCALC 

(Dept 8000) 67 Peascroft Road. Hemel Hempstead. 
Herts HP3 8ER England. Tel: 0442 251809 



8256, 8512 & 9512 External Disc Drives 

Fitted to 5.25" grey texture finish heavy steel cases. For 3.5" drives this adds 
stability to insert/remove discs single handed. 

TEAC FD235F 3.5" 2nd drive £90.00 

TEAC FD55FR 5.25" 40/80 track switchable 2nd drive £100.00 

Special Purchase TEAC FD55F OU-3 40/80 £90.00 

Third drive switched between internal and external drive B. 

3.5" 3rd drive £105.00 

5.25" 3rd drive 40/80 track switchable £115.00 

Special Purchase 5.25" TEAC FD 55F-OU-3 £105.00 

TRANSFER TO PC OR MAC 

2 in 1 MSDOS disc formatting and transfer program £45 extra. 

(8256/8512 only) 

PC Shareware program to read PCW 31/2" discs £500 

Special Purchase - DTP News Desk International plus Snip Art £20.00 

Sage Accounts £45.00 Sage Accounts Plus £60.00 

Sage Retrieve £30.00 Sage Chit Chat £30.00 

Memory Upgrade add 256k to 8256 £25.00 

ttgm PINBOARD COMPUTERS TEL: 0462 894410 mam 

Wf^yM Unit 9. Bondor Business Centre. London Road, Baldock SG7 6HP VISA 
'Ki-» PRICES INCLUDE VAT and P&P l^^HJ 



PCW DRAW 

A full function drafting program - produces clear drawings on your PCW 
printer. Draws lines, rectangles, arcs, circles, ellipses, also freehand 
sketches with zoom. Detail Editor. 

SUPPORTS AMX AND KEMPSTON MOUSE AND 24 PIN PRINTER PRICE £39.95. 
The improvements raise it up from the adequate to the extremely useful' 
8000 PLUS_ . 



PATTERN PUZZLES 

A suite of five programs. The level can be set from the trivial to the brain 

blasting. 

"Computer gamesters with little patience will probably be driven mad. ..but 

dedicated puzzle solvers. ..will no doubt be delighted to accept the 

challenge" APCW „ 

INTRODUCTORY PRICE £11.50 



Prices include VAT, P&P 



Cash with order 



HTB COMPUTERS LTD. 

Broadwater House. Broadwater Road, Romsey, 

Hauls. S0S1 8GT 

Tel: 0794-516279 



WVI W.'l J:1M ildlMJJMi 



INC VAT & DELIVERY 



Unbranded 3" discs 



M axell Uncased 3" 
Amsoft 3" Uncased 



Individ ually cased Maxell 3" 
Individu al plastic c ases 

3* Disc labels 

3 1/e* discs 

5 I -1 discs 



£9.95 



£10.95 



£11.95 



£11.95 



£2.50 



£0.35 



10 
£17.99 



£18.95 



£21 .95 



£22.45 



£4.95 



£0.65 



£8.95 



20 



£35.50 



£37.75 



£43.50 



£44.50 



£9.45 



£1.20 



£17.45 



50 



100 



£87.50 £170.00 



£94.00 £185.00 



m 

£107.95 £213.00 »oqX 



£109.95 
£21 .95 
£2.75 



£215.00 



■ 5-i« 



£39.95 ggj< 
£4.00 0" 9 



£39.95 £79.00 



£21.95 



£39.95 



£5.50 

£2.50 £4.95 £9.50 



THROW AWAY USED FABRIC PRINTER RIBBONS 
- REINK THEM FOR C1.45 EACH 



DISC BOXES 

INC 2 KEYS, DIVIDERS ETC. A QUALITY 
LOCKABLE BOX FOR 3" OR 3 1 IV DISCS 



CAPACITY 

5CF2 £2.75 

(5 CAP. BOX 
NOT LOCKABLE) 

Holds 35 £7.95 

Holds 70 £11.95 



BOX& 
MAXELL CF2S 

5 Maxell* Box ...£12. 
BOX* 10CF2X26.50 
BOX & 20 CF2.E49.00 



QUALITY RIBBONS 

BLACK A COLOURS FROM £3.25 

BLACK PCW8256/512 PCW9512 

FABRIC £3.25 £3.25 

Caribonum Film. ..£4.95 £4.95 

COLOURS (Red, Blue, Green, Brown, Oranse) 

FABRIC £4.95 £4.95 

Star LC-10 Black..£3.25 Colour £9.95 



SELF ADHESIVE LABELS 

Continuous 1000 2000 

1 ACROSS 

2 3i, x 1 J/,6 £645 £1 1 .95 

3 i/s X '5f, 6 £5.45 £10.50 

3 "j x 1 '/i6 £6.45 £1 1 95 

4 x 1 '>!» £7.45 £1 4.50 

5x1 7/, 6 £7.95 £15.50 

4x2 '5/, 6 £10.45 ....£20.50 

Other sizes available 2, 3 
or 4 accross P.O.A 



A4 MOUSE MAT £4.95 

3" Drive Head Cleanlns Kit £4.95 

31/2" Disc Drive £89.95 

Dust Covers 8000/9000 £9.95 

3 - FD4 Disc Drive £119.95 



DISC FORMAT TRANSFERS £5.95/ DISC PLUS MEDIA SAVE ECE'S 

TRANSFERS BETWEEN 500 FORMATS 

3-. . 3l/8 ". . 5 i«"CP/M- MSDOS- APPLE/MAC BBC 



WE ARE PUBLIC DOMAIN SPECIALISTS, SEND LARGE 
S.A.E FOR FREE CATALOGUE. OVER 100 DISCS IN 
OUR LIBRARY; LANGUAGES, UTILITIES, GRAPHICS, 
DATABASES, ASSEMBLERS, GAMES & TUTORIALS 

PCW- WORLD 



JUST IN Thousands of graphics 

(or Micro Design 2. 

Stop Press DTP, News Desk 

International etc 



COTSWOLD HOUSI, CRADLEY HEATH, WARLEY, WIST MIDLANDS B64 7NF 

TELEPHONE OR FAX 0384 66269 ANYTIME 

Ml paces include VAT * Post and packing 




ALL 

FORMATS 

COMPUTER 

°w* FAIRS ""ffi'" 

Thousands of bargains for every computer! 

SUNDAY 4th NOVEMBER 10am -5pm 

SATURDAY 15th DECEMBER 10am-5pm 

AT: The New Hall of the Royal 

Horticultural Society • 
Greycoat & Elverton Street 
Westminster -London 

TUBES: Victoria • Pimlico ■ St James Park 

Admission £3.00 

STANDS ONLY £75 

Book with: JOHN RIDING 0225 -447453 
MIKE HAYES 0457 -875229 

TICKETS: Avoid queuing advance tickets from: 
Mike Hayes -8 Midgrove- Delph 
Oldham 0L3 5EJ Tel ■ 0457 • 875229 £3.00 each 
(Cheque Visa Access) 

HOTL 

wfwsstf 

S£2fe>f L089B 







Software Guide 



inspection ol the current state of any account at any time. It 
also reveals both the minimum and maximum figures to which 
the balance has either sunk or risen over previous or current 
months. Also incorporated are comprehensive interest-calculat- 
ing options. A solid, competent package. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ No double-entry book-keeping or VAT returns to wrestle 

with 
A Very easy to use 

▲ Carries last month's spending levels forward into this 

month 

▲ Tiered Interest rate option available 

EASI-ACCOUNTS SYSTEM 

£25.95 • Arctan Computer Ventures 
1 Foxwell Square, Southfields, 
Northampton NN3 SAT 

Another PCW accounts package this time for the small busi- 
ness man or the very organised home user. Works on the tra- 
ditional system ot ledgers with up to 500 entries (or individual 
transactions) allowed per ledger. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Comprehensive List and Search facilities 

▲ Manual assumes you know nothing about accounting and 
is, on the whole, well-written 

T Not a particularly easy package to use 

▼ You would have to be exceptionally well -organised to use it 

MONEY MANAGER PCW 

£49.95 • Connect Software Ltd • 081 743 9792 

This accounting package has been designed for individuals, 
small businesses and clubs - anyone who might find a larger 
accounting package daunting. The program concentrates on 
income and expenditure, each file covering a 12-month period 
with up to 500 entries per month. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Up to 20 different kinds of accounts are catered for 
A Up to 50 transaction codes help categorise income and 

expenditure 
A Needs little computer or accounting expertise 
A Information can be displayed in the form of a bar or pie chart 
T Too limited for bigger businesses 

▼ Over-featured for domestic use 



UTILITIES 



XF0RMAT2 



£9.95 'Moonstone •041941 3120 

A handy utility to provide more space on a disc. Space is creat- 
ed during disc formatting: the program is used in conjunction 
wfth CP/M, and gives extra room on both A & B drive discs. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A 19k extra for A drive discs 
A 78k extra for B drive discs 
A 32 extra A drive entries 
A Very cheap for the benefits provided 

▼ Can't copy and format at the same time 

▼ 4k minimum blocks in B drive 



FOREWORD 



£44.95 • Software Imperative • 0225 4253/5 

A text/Ideas pre -processor, essential for anyone in the business 
of producing lengthy, structured pieces of work. You can build 
your document, moving &and inserting blocks with Just one 
keypress (no block definition required). Very fast wordcounts 
and Find and Replace searches of either 'hidden' or "shown' 
text units. Drop down menus make usage very easy. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Quick and efficient and easy to use 
A Versatile Save options 
A Printout facility 
A Works with 'foreground' option 



PCW DRAW 



£39.95 • HTB Computing • 0794 516279 

Draughting package written specifically for the PCW machines. 

Program is teaming with features - built-in 

shapes and free-hand drawing facility - which, used with 

practice and Imagination, could provide professional- looking 

output. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Very comprehensive text entry and printout format options 
A ZOOM facility allows you to edit small sections of a draught 

pixel by pixel 
A Many useful functions: different line thicknesses, hatching .. 
A Supports Kempston and AMX mice 



▼ PCW Draw doesn't consider the PCW's screen aspect ratio: 
on-screen drawings look twice as high as wide 

PCW TOOLKIT 

£24.95 • Moonstone Computing • 041 941 3120 

A user-friendly data recovery package for the PCW. 
Provided you can find the contents of the damaged tile, 
roll out a new one, sector by sector, on M using PASTE. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Perfect for the complete novice 
A Clear, confidence-boosting manual 
A Can recover data varying in amounts from a 

few bytes to a complete disc. 



PRO-PERFORMER 



£59.90 • Electromusic Research • 0702 335747 

The only real musical add-on for the PCW. Easy to use soft- 
ware runs on CP/M, has a wide variety of powerful features 
and is icon-driven. Sophisticated recording facilities and the 
program will allow you to save compositions as tracks, songs or 
performances. Ideal for pop and classical musicians. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Icon-based screen 

A Can record lines independently or in an arrangement 
A Punch-in editing facilities 
A Facility for slow recording and fast playback 
A Step-time recording for strict in tempo tines 
A Tracks can be looped (made to repeat) 

▼ Manual glosses over arrangements 

▼ Can't edit notes individually 

▼ No musical notation anywhere 

JOB ESTIMATING & 
PRODUQ COSTING 

£79.90 each • Comix Software 
0243219969 

Both programs aim to provide help to small businesses by 
keeping track of costs. You break down the product you're cost- 
ing or the job you're doing into a series of costing lines - 
recording quantity and price per component. Program analyses 
profit margins and can produce customer printouts. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Excellently-written manuals 
A Simple and robust to use 

A Changes in material costings instantly reflected n all quotes 
A Neat way of doing on-the-spot quotes 

▼ Only suitable for small to medium-sized businesses 
T Can't add new components to a description 

TEMPDISC8.2 

£79.95 • Thurston Techniques 

0395277496 

8512s only 

Disc of ready-made templates to be used inside 
LocoScfipt 2 All you have to do is find the particular template to 
suit your requirements and then fill in the details. Vast selection 
ot borders is excellent for personalising labels and envelopes. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Has included tiles to complement LocoMall's 

invoicing facilities 
A Very easy to use 
A Vast range of templates available 

▼ Not so good if you don't like lots of visual trimmings 



BRAINSTORM 



£29.99 • Brainstorm Software Ltd 
0895 677845 

A new improved version, reconfigured for easier use on the 
PCW. Works as an 'ideas processor'; you throw your ideas 
in any order and then use the program to rearrange them and 
impose a structure. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A Quick and efficient and easy to use 
A Encourages structured thinking 
A Versatile; many different editing facilities 
A Results can be fed into a word processor for polishing up 
▼ Namesakes must be exact matches 
T Manual is on disc, so you can't consult while using 

BrainStorm unless you print It out 



FORMS BOX 
COMPENDIUM 

£19.95 • Disc Design • 0337 7444 



Fully compatible with LocoScript 1 and 2. this disc provides 
70 different kinds of forms for home and office use. You 
can either fill them In on the screen, save and print them 
out or print them out and fill them In later. A solid, no Mils 
product. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A Very easy to use 
▼ Will only print out on A4 size paper 



POOLS MASTER 



£19.95 'lntraset Ltd '02S72 76800 

This program helps you select the numbers to cross on your 
pools coupon taking its recommendations on the recent form of 
each team or simply on the basis of sequence prediction (going 
on the numbers which have provided draws in the past). 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Very easy to use 
A More accurale than the newspaper pundits 

▼ Entering form results from week to week is tedious 

L0C0F0NTI 

£29.95 • Locomotive Software (0306 740606) 
8000s only 

A selection of new fonts to help you break out of the 
standard LocoScript typeface. There's a very good selection 
of styles to choose from: 'handwritten' styles look very good 
as do the Copperplate and Script styles. The Roman and 
Standard fonts are more practical. The new characters are 
reproduced very well indeed. A further six fonts are 
available, including Old English and flowing script, on LocoFont 
II for £14.95. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Eight new fonts, one coming for free 
A Each style supports all accents, characters, etc. 
A Relatively cheap and easy to use 
A Can break out of that one-pattern printout. 

▼ Can't mix styles in one document 

▼ Limitations of a 16 dot pattern means that the 
quality cannot be brilliant 



PS HEADINGS 



£11.95 • Orb Systems • 081 690 8534 

An updated version of the original product, with a major 
improvement in speed. A must for all Pretext users who need to 
incorporate high quality large print for letter headings and so 
on. Facility to alter stylistic details such as shading, underlining 
and triple-strike printing. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Easy to use 
A Range of styles 
A Good manual 

▼ Only one font available (although in two sizes) 

TAS-SIGN 

£29.95 • Tasman Software • 0532 438301 

Takes time to print out but you can print signs of up to five lines 
of text up to seven inches high with up to 32 characters in each. 
Four fonts, eight hatching patterns, and you can print length- 
ways on continuous paper for long signs. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Wide range of fonts and shadings 
A Long signs will print out in 'landscape ' (sideways) format 

▼ Long signs take time 

▼ Some symbols (yen signs etc) won't print out on PCW 

GILLIGAN'S GUIDE 

£29.95 - 49.95 • NG Gilligan • 0629 56347 

A geographic information program based on the Ordnance 
Survey system. Concentrates on a given area loosely 15 
square miles; it will list all the places included on the map in 
alphabetical order with their grid references. Also gives you 
information about the sites and will locate them on the map. You 
can also interrogate the system so that it only gives you details 
and locations of sites of special Interest. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A A thorough, versatile and easy to use package 
A System can be interrogated in a number of 

Interesting ways 
A Breaks sites down into areas of specific interest 
A You can commission you own made-to-measure guides 

STAR TRACK 

£74.95 • Discovery Software • 081 840 5252 

A fun and informative program with which you can display on 
your computer screen all of the 88 constellations and 600 or so 
stars that are recognised by today's astronomers. You can also 
see how their positions in the sky change depending on your 
location (which could be anywhere in the world) and the time 
(any time between 1000 and 2999 AD). 
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visit our trade counter. . . 

Unit 2A, 

Sterte Industrial Estate, 
Sterte Road, 
POOLE Dorset 
BH15 2AF 
OPEN 9 to 5pm MON/SAT 

fox: 0202 - 668208 
PAPER 




BEST QUALITY white, wood tree - LOW DUST specification 




11x9.5" 


60gsm FANFOLD LISTING 


2000 


£13.95 




11x9.5" 


70gsm MICROPERFORATED 


2000 


£15.95 




11x9.5" 


85gsm LETTER QUALITY 


1000 


£10.95 




A4 size 


70gsm MICROPERFORATED 


2000 


£19.95 




A4 size 


85gsm LETTER QUALITY 


1000 


£11.95 




11x9.5" 


NCR 2-PART PLAIN 


1000 


£21.95 




11x9.5" 


NCR 3 -PART PLAIN 


700 


£24.95 




_«nd of course there's our own UNIQUE A5 continuous piper 




A5 size 


80qsm LETTER QUALITY 


1000 


£11.95 . 





TOP QUALITY FANFOLD LABELS FROM Ji, AVERY 


ADDRESS SIZE: 3.5 x 1.5" available 1 or 2 across 


2.75 x 1.00" £2.75 


4.00 x 1.00" £3.40 


2.75 x 1.50" £3.70 


4.00 x 130" £430 


330 x 1.00" £3.15 


4.00 x 2.00" £630 


3.50x1.50' £3.75 


5.00 x 1.00" £3.95 
5.00 x 130" £5.95 


330 x 2.00" £6.30 


5.00 x 2.00" £7.50 


LABELS ALL PRICES ARE per 


1000 ENVELOPES 


ENVELOPES 


HIGH QUALITY WITH KEEN PRICES 


- OFFICE STANDARD 


3.5 x 6.0" Manilla gummed 


£7.95 


3.5 x 6.0" White gummed 


£11.95 


DL size Manilla gummed 


£12.95 


DL size White self seal flaps 


£18.95 


DL size White self seal with 


window £21.95 


DL size is A4 folded in three - 110 x 220mm 



CARRIAGE - Paper and Labels/Envelopes are subject 
to an extra charge towards delivery.- PLEASE SEE BELOW 



DISKS 



THE VERY BEST maXEll CF2 3' HIGH GRADE DISKS 
suits all 3" drives, single or double density 

5 for just £||.50 10 lor just £21.<?5 

20 for just £43.<?0 plus FREE 

LOCKABLE DISK BANK (holds 20>) WORTH £9.95 



RIBBON l:iaa:ia.i:i 5t i|| only £8.9S 

DUST COVER SETS: -protect your computer from lifes 
little mishaps - Coffee/Children/Pets/Dust 
Machine washable 3-piece sets. . . . 

9512 * 8256 * 8512 £<?.<?5 

THE DESK TOP STRIPPER I -strips the perforated edges 
from fanfold paper. VERY USEFUL our price £9.95 



RIBBONS 



ALL TOP UK BRANDS 



8256 

8256 

*8256 

8256 



Black fabric std 
Fabric LONGLIFE 
Fabric colours 
Multistrike films 



274 I FN 
2741LL 
2741Col 
274 IMS 



£3.95 
£4.95 
£4.95 
£3.95 



Band B 

Band C 

Band C 

Band B 



8256 ribbons also suit the 8512 
We recommend FABRIC ribbons for these printers 

9512 Black fabric std* 2746FN £3.95 Band B 

9512 Fabric LONGUFE 2746LL £4.95 Band C 

• 9512 Fabric colours 2746Col £4.95 Band C 

9512 Multistrike films 2746MS £3.95 Band B 

Multistrike films are the kind supplied with new 9512's 
but FABRIC ribbons can be used with Re-inK. to further 
increase the printing life of the ribbon. 

LIFETIMES: Multistrike Films 100K chars 
Fabric std 400K chars 
* Fabric LONGLIFE 750K chars 

COLOURS AVAILABLE 8256/9512: - Blue/Brown/Red/Green 
Buying more than one ? 2 - off 5 - off 

Price Band B £7.45 £I6.<?S 
Price Band C £ff.<?5 £W.^S 



cost effective computing starts here. . . . 



S order line: 0202 - 666155 



[ introducing 



l^D 



FABRIC 

RIBBON 

RE-INKING 

FORMULA 




still throwing your 
old ribbons away? 

simple, easy 
re -inking 
at home 



^'1/ 



-•'/■ 



Mere it is . . . new 

an OFFICE 21 product 

for the 1990's 



ONE CAN WILL Re-inK UP TO 30 PCW RIBBONS 



Completely ozone friendly 
contains NO propellants or 
harmful solvents. 
Recyclable aluminium can 

All fabric ribbon cassettes have 
Just lift off the top, spray a little 



on 
£12 



Drily" 

zAi 

inc vat 



lift off tops, 
ink and 
leave to dry. CLEAN," CLEAR BLACK PRINT 
again and again and again 



SOFT 


SPOT 






PLEASE STATE WHICH PCW YOU HAVE WHEN ORDERING SOFTWARE 




• • 


* special 


offer • * * 






PCW DRAW a full function drafting program 


rrp . . £39.95 our price. . 


£2<?.<T5 




Arnor Maxam Assembler 


£39.95 


Loco Keyboards Disc 


£12.95 




Arnor C Compiler CP/M 


£39.95 


Loco 9512 Pnntwheels Disc 


£13.95 




Cornix Card Ind PCW 8000 


£29.95 


MAP Stock Control 


£49.95 




Cornix Card Ind PCW 9000 


£29.95 


Masterfile PCW 8000 


£35.95 




Cornix Simple Accounts 


£79.95 


Micro Design II 


£49.95 




Cracker II Turbo Spreads't 


£36.95 


Micro Design ll/AMX Mouse 


£89.95 




dBase II 


£49.95 


Mini Office Proffesional 


£29.95 




The Knife Plus 


£18.95 


Money Manager PCW 


£39.95 




LocoFile/Mail Combo 8000 


£47.95 


Pocket Protext 


£28.95 




LocoFont 1 & 2 Combo 


£27.95 


Protext 


£44.95 




LocoFont 24 Combo 


£27.95 


D. Rogers Total Accounting 


£79.95 




LocoScript/Spell Combo 


£37.95 


Sage Payroll 


£54.95 




LocoFile PCW 8 or 9 


£32.95 


Sage Popular Accounts 


£74.95 




LocoFile/Script Combo 


£42.95 


Sage Popular Accounts Plus 


£109.95 




LocoMail 2 


£27.95 


Stock market 


£29.95 




LocoScnpt 2 


£27.95 


Stop Press 


£39.95 




LocoSpell 2 PCW 8000 


£22.95 


Stop Press/Mouse Combo 


£79.95 




Loco 9 -Pin Printer Driver 


£17.95 


Super Calc II STILL ONLY 


£3955 






£22.95 









e 



ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

some doy despatch + 1st doss delivery 

ALL ITEMS FREE DELIVERY except Poper Labels ond Envelopes 

HOW TO ORDER 



| order by FREEPOST 



CASPELL COMPUTER 

Dept 8K 

FREEPOST 

Poole 

Dorset BH15 2BR 

PAYMENT 

CHEQUES - made payable to CASPELL COMPUTER VISA and ACCESS POSTAL ORDERS 



order by PHONE 
S 0202 - 666155 

4 - LINES * 24 hrs Q 



order ot the COUNTER 

See top left for address 

order by FAX 

S0202 - 668208 
24 hrs 



DELIVERY 

UK MAINLAND 



3/5 DAY SERVICE 
NEXT DAY SERVICE: 
(orders placed by 3:00pm) 
OVERSEAS: (optional insurance) 
Surface shipping at cost 



PAPER 
ENVELOPES 

(any quantity) 

£5.00 

£10.00 



LABELS 

(any quantity) 
£2.50 
£10.00 



EVERYTHING 

ELSE 

(any quantity) 

£FREE 

£10.00 



PERSONAL CALLERS 

Free of Charge (of course!) 




COPIES OF OUR TERMS OF TRADING ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. ALL OFFERS ARE VALID FOR 28 DAYS 



©©(©© PELQJQ Q[KI£\ELEL £\CDQ3 



UPGRADING TO PC? 

Data transfers PCW/BBC/1BM 

3"/5.25"/3.5" Details (sae please): 

i MAPEJ, c/o Post Office and Stores, Weston Rhyn, i 

Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 7RS 

CONVERSION PCW/IBM/MACINTOSH 
(071) 231 1376 

~ ~£ monIy from" youVmicro ~!~ " 

i Your home PC is a cash generator. i 

I Free details: I 

HOME KEYBOARD. Dept 8 (11), I 
5 Slanswood Gardens, London, SE5 7SQ. 

, WRITE YOUlToWN MUSICAL~SCORES WITH ! 
I MICRODESIGN 2. 

[ CF2 disk of areas., Icons, cuts, instructions, for flexible J 

musical notation. £5.50 from 

! KAIROS COMPUTER SOLUTIONS, 552 Bradgate ! 

Road, Newtown Linford, Leicester, LE6 OHB 

" " locVmaTlTocofile CONSULTANT i 

I Invoicing programs and positioning output onto pre- I 
i printed forms are specialities. I 

Contact John Blandford (0727) 59913 

stortssecretarTes '""1 

Quality PCW software saves precious hours 

LEAGUE TABLES... £24 LEAGUE TABLES +... £44 

COMPETITION FIXTURES...£24 

For details sae (A5): ' 

SPORTSOFT 
i 16 Orchard Road, Bardsea, Ulverston, LA12 9QN , 
Tel: (0229) 869517 

|"~ ""86bo"PLUSFdR~SALE~" ~"| 

I Issues 2 - 37 complete. Good condition i 

I Will not sell separate issues. i 

I WANTED: The Archers' game for PCW | 

1 - reasonable price paid. I 
PHONE (0444) 450374 

r "wORD~PR - OCESsiNG ON PAPER~OR~95i 2 dFsC~ 1 

I Write for details to: I 

[_ WORD IT. 10 Church Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 8PN J 

I" 7JsEVpMmi7G~6>~Locos^ "1 

I 50p per page I 

Phone M.A.K. on (0322) 521881 

i >cwln761tDPROcTssiNG~siRvicE" 1 

I Margaret Itckolls, 8 FisheMpn Island Salisbury, Wilts, SP2 7TG. Tel: I 
I 1 1 

SMALL ADS RATES 

Private ads cost £7.50 for up to 30 words. (This rate 
only applies lo readers wishing to sell their own hard- 
ware or original software or to pass on a message to 
other 8000 Plus readers) 
All other ads are now classified as Trade Advertisements 



T "BASIC NEEDS" stjifoniy £9.95J£5 _ to Lr7e"boatf1 

I FRED. FRiendly file EDitor | 

I - FLAP Vanable/GOTO concordance lister i 

i ■ File copy, compare, key definitions & more I 

I LUXSOFT Luxulyan, Bodmin. Cornwall, PL30 SEE. I 

I (0726) 850820 I 

L I 

\ ~~p"erfe"ct"home business" ~ 

i No inventory or selling SAE lor details i 

I FUTURE WORLD, Dept 8, 30 Vale Road, Poole, Dorset ' 

"~LOCO~SCRIPTTRAlNING7N ST HELENS 

i Tuition and services (PCW/PC) i 

I Martland Secretarial School, St. Helens. Merseyslde. I 

Telephone: (0744) 451811 

T~ ~lAS~EVpRrmfNVMDYAr7D"PR0SCAN "' ~~\ 

I £1.50 per new page. 25p per copy Protext (enhanced) Mini i 
I Office 30p per page. I 

I ProScan scanning send for details: I 

I D. Small, 27 Ailesbury Way, Burbage, Wilts, SN8 3TD I 

I 'STENCIL' School printing machine Roneo Vickers manual/elec- i 

I trie copy machine. Black purple drums ink stencils accepts PCW I 

I pnnt 1 50 copies, mm A3 to A6, all works! I 

Tel/Fax (0804) 53144 £200 o.n.o. 

~ 80rol0FTWAREF0R~SALE""' 

I Locolile £15, Locolont 1 £10, 3D Clock Chess £10, D.R. Graph i 

I (links to Supercalc) £20. All originals with manuals. Phone 10742) I 

582331 after 6pm or all weekend. I 

~~™0PCW85r2~£32Veach! 

i Loco 2, Locospell. Locofile. Mini Office. i 

i Cardbox lankey typing. I 

(0304) 612089 

PCW8512 COMPLFri. 
I Excellent condition. Locoscript 1&2, Locospell. Stoo-Press. AMX i 
I mouse, Ansible. Master Pack, Mini Office, loads of 8000 Plus. I 
I books, manuals, disks, £449 o.n.o. I 

I Tel: 081 947 2081 alter 6.30pm. I 

I 1 

["TA7lDATA5lllMAR"Tl'R61 : IslroTwLVoHM.wirhlage"I 
I Chit Chat Combo software £160. Tasword 8000 £11. Locoscript i 
I 2 £10. All in excellent condition. Collect or carnage charge, i 
I Telephone (0202) 604409. I 

1 1 

f" AGENDA~pbcKET COMpTrnSTncludeVextra 32K RAMcanT, "I 
I battery charger. RS232C cable, lor PCW 8256/8512 manuals, i 
I case, brand new, £1 55. Brainstorm Organiser software, lor PCW | 
I 8256/8512 £16. 1 

Tel: Scarborough (0723) 364981 

AMSTR AD"pCW951 2 " " 
inc. sheet feeder unused gift £450 
(0825) 872502 [East Sussex) i 

i I 

and are charged at £1 per word. (Max 30 words). 

8000 Plus reserves the right to refuse any ad which 
Is deemed to be a Trade Advertisement but which has 
been paid for as a Private Ad. 

To place an ad just fill In this application form and 
send It to us with the correct payment. We will then 



, WANTED: SOFTWARE FOR PCW on proiect programming, cnt^ 
I ical path analysis i 

I or pertmaster, any offers? I 

I Hilary, Mount Way, Lancing, Sussex, BN 15 OQD. I 

10903) 755765. 

r~SAGE~POPirUR~ACCOl7NTS£40~Bes7^ 
I Plus. Pocket Wordstar Deluxe £35. 

I Darrell Jackson, 9a Marlborough Terrace, Bovey Tracey, I 
Newton Abbot. TO 13 9AU. (0626)834918 ■ 

I PCW8512, Computer desk, acoustic hood, Locoscript II, screen | 
I filter, manuals. 2 disc holders, Masterscan. AMX mouse, Stop I 
J Press. Prospell, Batman. Scrabble, Jumbo, covers, £840 new. [ 

28 8000 Plus, hardly used, £375 Portsmouth 816600. 
L_____________-_________-_ J 

I PCW 9512 as new including Locofile. Mini Office Professional, | 

I dust covers, three extra prtntwheels £400. Phone Paul on t 

I (0473) 828095 (Ipswich area) alter 6pm lor further I 

details. 

RECBASE - a fully featured yet simple to use database for 

l record collectors £12.50. Send cheque (state machine type) or i 

I SAE lor factsheet to C.J. Roberts, 18 Bulmershe Road, I 

Reading, Berkshire. 

["ROUTE^INDfR^OR PCW~8^~s"ai7ow^ 
I routes, multiple stops and map generation. Send SAE to: B. i 
I Beach, 16 St. Helier Place, Lordshill, Southampton, SOI I 
I 9QN. i 

I I I 

~ wanted cfYdTsks" 

I I'll pay £1 each (new), 65p each (opened) for all your surplus i 

I branded disks. Send rreepost' payment by return to: | 

Humphrey Newcombe, Freepost, Dronfield, S18 6LZ. 

Tel: (0246) 416306 

I.-- J 

i PCW9512 double dr™~F3~5~ma~uals, CP/M^SX~£8~~ ' 

Locomail » examp disk £10. Locolile £8, Mallard-Basic £5. 

I Locoscript 2, 24 pin pntr/dvr £12.50, SCA-f RS232C interface | 

I £38, cased 3"0D/DS £1.20. uncased £1 (about 100) Tempdisc i 

I 9 £8.50, Fonemate £6, 7 PDCP/M disks® £2.50 Hughes & | 

I Sinclair's Locoscnpt 2 £5.50 each. i 

I Phone Tony (0245) 257823. I 

I I 

~15iYfor"saLjF~ 

I Good condition boxed. All original disks and manuals, includes i 

■ Locoscript 2 with Locospell, plus 8000 Plus PCW luggage. 15 i 

I months old, price £280. I 

Telephone (0460) 76681. 

FREfHEL^FORNiwPCw'uSER's 
I Is computing a foreign language!! Can't understand the manual! i 
i Phone Seaton (02971 20456 between 7/1 Opm i 

I Til do my best to help!" IChris Bryant) I 

I I 

place the ad In the next available issue (published 2-7 
weeks after wc receive your order). 
If you wish your address or telephone number to be 
featured In your advert It must be included In the grid 
below (one word per space). 



Order form Send to: 8000 Plus Small Ads, Future Publishing, Beauford Court, Bath BA1 2AP 



Name 



Address 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 

My advertisement is a Private /Trade* Advertisement and 
I enclose payment for £ * delete as applicable 



I wish to pay by Cheque/ Postal Order/ Access/ Visa 
Credit card number 



Telephone 



Credit card expiry date 

Please make cheques and POs payable to Future Publishing Ltd 




Software Guide 



PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Excellent manual with helpful practice exercises 
A Comprehensive list ot ready-made latitudes and 

longitudes supplied 
A Cycle option transports you forward a month at a time so 

that you can chart the stars' progress 

▼ Screen displays could be more exciting 
T Moon and planets aren't included 

POCKET DATADATE 

£24.95 • A4 Idew 0249 815082 

An invaluable utility lor those who crave date-relaled trivia. Fully 
operational under LocoScript 2, Pocket Oatadate even prints 
filofax-slzed text. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Program recently updated 
A Very informative 
A Ideal (or quizmasters 

▼ Only works with LocoScript 2 
T Documentation currently on disc 

PCW SUPERDOS 

£29.95 'Encyclasoft' 0270 811890 

Fills the gap between the friendliness ot LoooScript and sparsity 
of CP/M. Has the ability to copy multiple files at once, and can 
back up an entire directory. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A Printable 'notepad' facility 
▲ Makes CP/M less daunting to use 
T Need to leave SuperDOS for some functions 



FACTOTUM 



£14.95 'Tudor Systems '0622 861775 

The combination of LocoScript 2, LocoFile and LocoMail will 
give you access to this extremely useful catalogue of 
information. As well as a diary, incorporating special date 
reminders, there is an address and telephone list, 
and a tax planner. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Works from LocoScript 
A Very efficient letters section 
A Easy to use 
T Poor presentation 

▼ Won't work with an unexpanded 8256 

▼ Assumes knowledge of LocoScript 



SUPERZAP 

Public Domain 



Various suppliers 



A disc editor with a difference - one key commands taken from 
adequate menus permit easy operation. Superzap allows you to 
examine both the structure and contents of the M Drive. Lack ot 
print function is an irritating pitfall -this command Is even dlas- 
bled In CP/M 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A Very easy to use 

▲ Simple one key commands 

▲ Menu driven 

A Fast find' function 

▼ No copter 

T Numbers can only be entered In hex 

DATA DIARY 

£16.95 >A4 Ideas '0249 815082 

More PCW-generated diary inserts for use at home or In 
the office. The program works from within LocoScript so 
you can make use of all LocoScript 2's text and style 
enhancements. Inserts feature year to a page 
calendars, month at a glance planners and page a 
day formats. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Buy it at any time of the year and you will be supplied with 

next 12 months' supply 
A 2 versions available - for A4-size and Filofax-size printout 
A A solid, no-frills product that's easy to use 

INVESTOR 

£29.95 'B&BB Software • 0240 242946 

Program has been designed to assist the share-owner in the 
management of a portfolio and to help in the choice of shares to 
buy and sell. It allows up to 300 stocks, shares or unit trusts to 
be kept in its library. Stocks are listed In order of their perfor- 
mance and you can call up graphs of price movement for individ- 
ual stocks. Good, easy to follow manual. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Records share-holdings, dividends and cash accounts 
A Dividend printout for tax purposes 
A Four methods of share price analysis 

▼ No ability to calculate taxable gains 

▼ Graphs are small and lack expansion facility 

▼ 951 2 owners won't be able to print out the graphics 



PERSONAL TAX PLANNER 

£24.95 ' Digita International • 0395 270273 

Simple program which asks you all the questions relevant 
lo your year's tax affairs, and prepares your tax return claim 
(or bill 1 ) Can, for example, find out whether married couples 
would be better assessed separately or not. Personal Tax 
Planner is updated every year - look out for the most 
recent version following March"s budget . 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Simple to use 

A Needs a minimum knowledge of the tax law 
A Forces you to keep your tax details in one place 

▼ Limited application - might only use it once a year 

▼ Program updates (for a new allowance level) cost £10 

KNIFE PLUS 

£19.95 'Hisoff 0525 718181 

An essential tool for retrieving data from corrupted discs. 
Knife Plus will copy all uncorrupted sectors on to a fresh 
disc which you can then patch up without risking the original. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Copies all uncorrupted data from damaged discs 
A If boot sector damaged, will copy good boot 

sector onto disc 
T Requires some knowledge of basic disc structure 

▼ Manual not written for beginners 

WISE ONE 

£34.95 • Swallowsoft Publications 
042063793 

An expert system - you input rules and information and Wise 
One becomes an 'intelligent' program which can, for example, 
do simple diagnoses according to symptoms you type in. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Power to be genuinely useful 
A Elementary arithmetic 
A Help screens can be set up for the user 

▼ Obscure way of writing rules - need programming Instinct 

▼ Manual dry and academic 

FLIPPER 2 PLUS 

£29.95 • Software Imperative 
0225 425315 
951218512 only. 

Can do everything the original Flipper did 

and more. You can now flip Mini Office and LocoFile and will 

have no problems with whatever version of LocoScript you're 

using. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Easier to install than its predecessor 
A Can flip between environments in as little as 2 seconds 
A Professionally-presented documentation 
A Works with most CP/M programs, LocoScript and BASIC 

▼ Still won't work with many self-loading games 

▼ Be careful of state of printer and disc drives when flipping. 

SUPER TYPE II 

£14.95 • Digita International • 0395 270273 

A program lor users of LocoScript and CP/M programs. 
which modifies the fonts used by the PCW printer. 
SuperType has 4 'business' and 'novelty' fonts. It works 
by directly altering the relevant files for LocoScript or 
CP/M, so you only need run it once - after that, the new 
chosen font is available. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Once installed, you can totally forget It's there 
A Genuinely useful range of fonts available 
A All LocoScript's print size and style options stilt work 

▼ You can't mix different fonts in the same document 



DAATAFAX 

Basic version £39.95 (with Microfile 
£49.95lwith mouse £79.95) • Kempston Data 
0234855666 

Used with personal ring-binder, it helps you keep track of 
names, addresses and appointments. Prints out data in a form 
that will fit the average organiser. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Flexible and easy to use; saves buying Inserts 
T Not very sophisticated: keeping it up to date is tedious 

DHCP 1 2-TRACK SEQUENCER 

£45 'DHCP' 0440 61207 

Add-on 'recording studio' for the PCW. consisting of MIDI inter- 
face and software. 12-track polyphonic capacity 



PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Fun to use 

A Can cope with quite advanced instruments 

A Cheaper than Its competitor 

A Tracks can be bounced to enable several tracks 

to all be put into one 
A Looping can stanVend at any bar 

▼ Manual is skimpy 

▼ No editing possible without re-recordlng whole tracks 



DTP 




THE COMPOSER'S PEN 



£75.00 (£30.00 pocket version) . Composit 
Software . 0952 595436 

A sophisticated program which allows you to write musical 
manuscripts, complete with time signatures, key signatures and 
any other notation you require. Changes to the manuscript can 
easily be accomplished, and it can even transpose music into dif- 
ferent keys. A vital tool for the composer of every kind ot music. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Good print quality 
A Allows multi-part compositions 
A Easy to use 

A Complete range of musical notation 
A Transposes from key to key 

▼ Slow in use 

NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL 

£25 (with lightpen £50) • The Electric Studio 
0462 420222 

Versatile package with a very wide range of graphics facilities 
and high quality headline text. Page make-up is flexible, though 
the program can be a bit cumbersome, mainly in text handling. 
Same graphics facilities as Electric Studio's 'Art' package which it 
supersedes. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Good control over the elements on the page 
a Powerful graphics facilities 
A Good quality print in headlines and large fonts 
A Can use font editor to create your own high quality fonts 

▼ Text-handling slow and cumbersome; editing is difficult 



STOP PRESS 



£49.95 'Database -051 3572961 

An excellent DTP package, very strong on graphics, very well 
designed, and once you get used to it, very easy to use. 
Sophisticated text handling features such as autoflow. but can't 
edit text - that all has to be done In your word processor before 
flowing the text in. Wide range of fonts. 

PLUSES « MINUSES 
A Excellent graphics facilities, good as any graphics program 
A Wide range of text styles with text autoflow 
A Menu and key commands system suits beginner and expert 
▼ No text editing ability 



LATE EXTRA 

£19.50 ' Exemplar Designs 
BA1 1XV 



P0 Box 683, Bath, 



A Stop Press add-on consisting of a collection of 11 fonts that 
cover the range of type styles and sizes needed to create a bal- 
anced page. Also supplied on disc is a 13-page book . describ- 
ing how to create your own professionally produced publication. 
Allows you to create a good-looking page with clear text. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A Good range ot 11 complementary fonts 
A Can adapt template for own use 

▼ Time-consuming 

▼ Text needs reducing for best results 



MICRODESIGN 



£59.95 • Creative Technology • 0889 567160 

The ultimate DTP package tor sheer printout quality: Creative 
Technology have treated words and graphics as being equally 
important, hence the program's integrated page processor' label 
Runs on all three machines with high quality results. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Has full 24-pin printer compatibility 
A Easy and fun to use 

▲ Excellent text-editing facilities 






November 90 81 



8000 PLUS MAIL ORDER 8000 PLUS MAIL ORDER 81 



CRACKER 
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CRACKER 2 

Charts, graphs, everything you 
would expect from the PCW's most 
powerful spreadsheet. With 
Paperback Software behind it and 
our own Buyer's Guide rating you 
can be sure this will fulfil your 
spreadsheet needs. 
R.R.P. £49.95 
OUR PRICE £29.95. 
Order no. 8081 



& 



THE COMPLETE HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

A CDS compilation that brings classic 
pub games to your own living room. 
Backgammon, Darts Dominoes, Video 
Card Arcade, and Wordsearch 
all at your fingertips for 
that rainy day. 
R.R.P. £19.95 
OUR PRICE £13.95. 
Order no. 8611 



or 



TOUCH AND GO 

Touch and Go, recently reviewed 
in issue 47, is a no-frills, 
no-nonsense package that 
should speed up the most 
ham-fisted of typists. 
R.R.P. £24.95 
OUR PRICE £14.95. 



® 



COPY HOLDER 

A handy accessory, easy to fit, easy 

to use and easy to buy. Not only 

does it make typing easier but also 

keeps the desk tidy. 

Just fill in the form. 

OUR PRICE £9.99. 

Orderno.8617 



PASCAL 

Pascal from HiSoft, up to their usual 
high standard. Pascal is faster than 
Basic and is just what you need to 
speed up your PCW. For all PCW 
programmers. This is a special prod- 
uct at an 8000 Plus special price. 
R.R.P. £39.95 
OUR PRICE £26.95. 
Order no.8614 
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YOUR FRIENDLY AMSTRAD 

A brilliant word-processing book that 
makes the 8256/8512 even more 
accessible. Help pages and a 12 
session Locoscript course make this 
book an essential source of reference 
for your word-processing. 
Get a free pack of twenty disc labels 
with this order. 
OUR PRICE £9.95 
Order no. 8612V 



THE 8000 PLUS COLLECTION 

Ex-editor Rob Ainsley has put 
together the best hints and tips from 
4 years of your favourite magazine. 
Essential reading for ail our readers. 
With the disc it is even more value 
for money. 
BOOK ONLY:£1 1.40 
Order no.8602 

WITH DISC £14.40 

Order no. 8603 



8000 PLUS BINDER 

You need never lose another tip 

again with these gold-embossed 

binders. At last, you can tidy up that 

pile of 8000 Plus's you keep 

meaning to sort. 

At this giveaway price you no longer 

have an excusel 

OUR PRICE £4.95 Order no.8004 

TWO FOR £9.00 Order no. 8076 



8000 PLUS T-SHIRT 

And from the latest fashion shows 

we are pleased to present 

the definitive accessory for the 8000 

Plus reader who needs to do a bit of 

gardening or late night programming- 

The 8000 Plus T-shirt in glorious 

American Blue. 

MED T-SHIRT £4.95 Order no.8071 

LARGE £4.95 Order no. 8072 

LOCOFILE 8256/8512 

The industry standard database from 
the makers of the industry standard 
word-processor. Combines brilliantly 
with LocoScript 2 for the8256/8512, in 
an easy-to-use environment. Pops up 
whenever you need it. 
We are giving away a free wallchart 
and a T-shirt with this package. 
OUR PRICE £29.95 
Order no.8044B 



mini 





MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

This has to be the Integrated 
package for all your business needs. 
Comes with "The all in one Business 
Computing Book", this package 
contains word-processor, database, 
spreadsheet, graphics and comms. 
We are giving away a free 
pack of highlighter pens 
with this offer . 
OUR PRICE £26.95 
Order no.8610 

THE SOFT OPTION 

Compiled by our own team this is 
available exclusively through 8000 
Plus.Comprising .CUT files (clip art) 
for Micro Design ii, FREDA.BAS, a 
MALLARD BASIC file editor and 
DWBAS, a BASIC extension, and a 
host of other goodies. 
OUR PRICE £5.95 
Orderno.8616 



SCHOOLS OUT/JUNIOR PLAYTIME 

Two games from DGC Software . 
Schools Out comprises Hangman, 
Wordsearch, Junior Crossgrid, Four 
in a Row and Reversi for the 7-14 
year old. Junior Playtime has 10 
fungames for the 4-8 year old. 
RRP £14.95 each 

Schools Out £1 0.99 Order No.8619 

Jr. Playtime £10.99 Order No.8620 

Price for both £1 9.99 Order No.8621 



8000 PLUS MAIL ORDER 

NAME 

ADDRESS . 



POSTCODE 



PHONE NUMBER 






Description 


Price 


Order No 


























TOTAL 







Method of payment (please circle) 
Credit Card No I 

Expiry date 

Please make cheques payable to Future 
Publishing Limited 

No stamp required it posted in the U K, 
Channel Islands or the Isle ot Man 



Access . Visa . Cheque . PO 



For overseas orders call Kelly on 045874011 

Send this form to:8000 Plus Future Publishing 
Ltd, Freepost, Somerton. TA11 7BR 
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6-9 DECEMBER 1990 WEMBLEY CONFERENCE CENTRE 







The Ticket 

Office Is 

Now Open! 

Save Time 

Save Money! 



Call the Hotline 
051 357 1736 

have your credit 
card details 



The Computer 

Shopper Show 

1990 

Wembley Conference Centre 

Wembley, London 

Thursday December 6th - 

Sunday December 9th 1 990 

Opening Hours: 

Thursday December 6th 

10.00-6.00 

Friday December 7th 

10.00-6.00 

Saturday December 8th 

09.00-6.00 

Sunday December 9th 

10.00-5.00 



Doubling Up On Success 

Last year saw almost 30,000 people converge on the first Computer Shopper Show. This 
year, the event - already the world's largest pre-Christmas computer shopping spree - will 
be even bigger. 

The move to Wembley means nearly twice as much floor space, twice as many exhib- 
itors, twice as many bargains, twice as many entrances and an extra day - all designed to 
cater for record crowds. 

After all the Computer Shopper Show exists entirely to help the buying public get what 
they want at the price they want to pay. Ask anyone who went to last year's Show about 
the money they saved. Many visitors in our exit poll reported getting more than twice what 
they expected for their money (or paying half what they'd budgeted). That's what we call 
valuel 

Then there's advice - lots of it - on what to buy. Whether you're already a committed 
computer buff or a complete novice. 

Whether you're in to PCs (including Amstrads and any IBM clone), Amiga, Atari ST, 
Acorn (Archimedes and BBC). Commodore and Sinclairs - or any popular machine - 
you'll find one-stop shopping at the Computer Shopper Show. 

Start saving money now! Buy an advance ticket and you're already a pound or more in 
pocket. Or save even more with a family ticket - only £12 for two adults and two children. 

Cut down on queuing time. Be first through the door to save even more money. Pre-order 
your entry tickets for FAST LANE PRIORITY. 



a 
□ 



Adult tickets at £4 (save £1 ) 
. Under 1 6's tickets at £2.50 (save £1 ) 
, Family tickets - admits up to 2 adults and 2 children - £12.00 (save £5) 



~l 



Please indicate which day you expect to attend the show 

□Thursday O Friday OSaturdayOSunday 
I would like to pay by - 
_) Cheque made payable to Blenheim Database Exhibitions 

□ Credit card U Access J Visa Expiry date 

Signed 



Total £ 



noOOOOOOOOOOOOOlI^O 



N»me 



Address 



Postcode 



L 



Please return your completed order torm to - 

The Computer Shopper Show Ticket Office, Blenheim Database Exhibitions Ltd, PO Box 2, 

Ellesmere Port, South Wirral L65 3EA 



J 



Adults £ 5 .00 

Under 16's £*56 
Family Ticket 

(2 adults, 2 children) £17.00 



£4.00 
£2.50 

£12.00 



Postscript 

Feeling happy? Feeling sad? Or simply don't under- 
stand something? Why not drop us a line and share it 
with the rest of the PCW -owning nation. 

More of your comments, criticisms and praise on the 
vital issues ofPCWdom can be found on these pages. 
Under the Editor's consideration, this month, are 
Scrabble bugs, Protext quibbles, mobile LocoScript 
training and South coast beaches. Please continue to 
send your letters to Postscript, 8000 Plus, 
30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW. 



Beat the system 

1 have a CPC 464 for which I have 
accumulated an amount of files (on 
tape, of course) and a number of pur- 
chased games and utilities software. I 
am about to purchase a PCW 8256, and 
I wonder if there is any way to transfer 
any or all of the taped files/software 
programs to disc, before 1 "dispose" of 
the 464? 

This may be a silly question but 
despite owning the 464 for several 
years I am still a user-without-under- 
standing; mainly due to lack of time I 
use purchased software or carefully (!) 
follow instructions. 

I would be grateful for any advice 
you could give me - and since. I imag- 
ine, my query may be rather loo strange 
to publish I am enclosing a SAE in 
hope that you may be able to give me a 
direct reply, even if it is only "No 
way!" 

Miss G Smith, Bicester, Oxon 

8000 Plus: First off, nothing is ever too 
strange for us lo publish in these pages. 
Now onto your question. Because the 
CPC and the PCW operate under dif- 
ferent kinds ofCPIM. the only files that 
you can guarantee can be read by both 
machines are ASCII text files. 
Certainly, no .COM files or games can 
usually be 'transported' between the 
two. It really does look like you're 
going to have to flog them off and start 
again. 



All clear ahead? 

Please can you help me? 

Would it be possible for you to tell 
me where I can get a replacement 
printer head attachment for MasterScan 
which would fit the PCW dot matrix 
printer. 



The reason why 1 am asking is. that 
some weeks ago. due to an unfortunate 
occurrence, my printer head attachment 
suffered some damage, ie. it got cracked 
and broken. So, therefore. 1 have not 
been able to use my Master Scan/Pack 
software. 

All I need is that small plastic head 
attachment for my PCW Dot Matrix 
printer. 

I would be ever so grateful if you 
could help me. 

Josephine J Rao, Hengoed, Mid 
Glamorgan 

8000 Plus: No problem. All you have to 
do is write a letter lo Database 
Software (incidentally their phone num- 
ber is 0625 8593331 explaining exactly 
what you want and they will send you a 
new one. The good news is thai the new 
printer head attachment only costs two 
quid. 



Witness for the 
defence 

I have only recently bought a PCW 
95 1 2 and even more recently found 
your magazine. 1 would first of all like 
to congratulate you on an excellent pub- 
lication which seems to me as a novice 
to word processing to cover all levels of 
experience. 

However I thought 1 would write to 
put on record my congratulations to two 
of your advertisers for the service I 
have received. Ten days ago I pur- 
chased an AMX Mouse and interface 
from Silicon City and could not under- 
stand why it was not working. 

On Thursday I telephoned them in 
the afternoon to explain the problem 
and they said they thought it was a 
faulty mouse and they would send a 
replacement immediately. I asked what 
about the one I had and they told me 
that they would enclose postage for 



return with the new one. At the same 
time I asked for a second disc drive and 
Ram Pack on my credit card. BOTH 
sets of items were delivered to me (1 
live in a small village in Suffolk) sec- 
ond post on the Friday - the day after I 
telephoned. 

I decided to set up the second disc 
drive that afternoon and the instructions 
from Silicon City were so clear that I 
found it impossible to go wrong and we 
were up and running within one hour. 
The new mouse also worked. 

I then had to ring Creative 
Technology with a query about Micro 
Design and they were also very 
clear and lucid, as well as having the 
patience to talk to me. 

Alan Bolton, Shotle.v, Nr Ipswich 

8000 Plus: Thanks for your letter, Mr, 
Bolton: that sort of thing is always 
good lo hear. 

Running for ... 

I was interested to read about the lip of 
applying a small square of cling-film to 
the screen of the PCW's monitor: this 
sounds like a good idea - the screens in 
my classroom suffer greatly from fin- 
germarks! I wondered whether some- 
one might be able to invent a kind of 
stencil that would press film between 
the keys of the keyboard to protect it 
from dirt and spills. 

Once again, may I thank you for 

your excellent magazine which I always 

find interesting, useful and informative. 

Gladys Baker, Stockton-on-Tees, 

Cleveland 



8000 Plus: Thank you. Sophie, have we 
sent this person's cheque off yet? You 
will be pleased lo hear thai there is. in 
fact, currently available on the PCW 
marker a protective film covering for 
the keyboard which will do jusl that. 
Following last month's Postscript, a 
company called Kador (Unit 4, 
Pontcynon Ind. Estate, Ahercynon, 
Mid Glamorgan. CF45 4EP) wrote in 
to tell us that they are still producing 
Seal V Type, their type-through key- 
board cover which is moulded to fit 
over each and every key. It also conies 
in 8000 and 9512 keyboard formats for 
£10.95. Phone 0443 740281 for further 
information. 

... cover 



In reply to S T Payne of Great 
Missenden in October's Postscript you 
say you do not know who supplies type- 
through keyboard covers. 

These are available for an extensive 
range of keyboards including the 
PCWs. and can be obtained from 
Aladdink - telephone 0890 750965. 
Nick Godwin, Aladdink. 
Eyemouth, Berwickshire 

8000 Plus: Whoops, there goes another 
one. 








November 90 85 




*% 



I quit! 



V 



-&& 



I " 



^ 



tffff 






if 



<£b»' 



•&& 



■ !£3i 



So convinced by your worthy article 
on POCKET PROTEXT. and having a 
fading enthusiasm for LocoScript 1 
which I have used for the past three 
years, 1 visited my nearest stockist and 
purchased this program eminently 
suited you say, for the student, writer of 
letters and those who wish to produce 
long documents, eschewing the frills. 
That's me. 
After something like twenty hours 
of application 1 could not proceed 
beyond the command instruction to 
QUIT THE PROGRAMME - press 
O, for which I did. having believed 
that the manual was telling me that 
I had then CONFIGURED the disc, 
I was asked for a PROTEXT.COM,? 
Try as I might. 1 could not locate this 
answer in the manual and any guessed 
response was rejected. 

I returned to the source of the pur- 
chase, who, with kindness, replaced my 
disc with another from another package 
on the shelf, and asked me to work on 
that. I have to say that I followed the 
"-.^same procedure as the manual 
directed but, frustratingly. could not 
get beyond the stalemate I had encoun- 
tered previously - the configuration 
program I followed to the letter but 
again, on striking O to quit, 1 received 
this question PROTEXT.COM? When I 
moved to ask if the PCW had config- 
ured, the answer again was - 
Configuration not found. 

From time to time I return to the 
task set in the manual only to obtain 
the same result. Thus, there can be 
only one problem; me. 1 must be failing 
somewhere and convinced of that, I 
wrote to Amor for guidance; to date I 
have had no reply! 

I thought you would like to know 
that my purchase, made on the 
encouraging report on p46/47 of edi- 
tion no 42. turned out so disappoint- 
ing for this reader. 

Tom Flanagan, St Albans, Herts 

8000 Plus: You're making, dare I say it. 
a quire simple mistake. When you press 

I (zero) to quit the configuration pro- 
gram on side 2 of the Protest master 
disc, the program then searches for the 
Protext.com file (ie, the program file) 
which is on the other side of the disc 

- hence the repeated Protext.com? 
message you're describing. When this 
happens, simply turn your disc over, 
type in Protext - and away you should 
go! On the other hand, you could turn 
the disc over just before you press so 
that Protexl.com is automatically 
accessed. 

Whistle while you 
work 

Following on from last month's 
Sudden death Postscript letter, an 
external aerial is not the only answer. 
A good quality portable set can reject 



the interference. I have a Roberts 
RCS80. with synthesised presets, that 
behaves perfectly in the same room as 
the PCW, whereas its predecessor goes 
berserk at the other end of the house. It 
wasn't cheap, mind, but to me it was 
worth every penny (of the 10.000 or 
thereabouts) to be able to have the PCW 
and Radio 3 on at the same time. 

Alan Sloan, Sheffield 

8000 Plus: Cheers for that. Alan. 

Any old ion 

I wonder whether Mr Weddell. like me, 
has an ioniser near his PCW? 

For health reasons I use these nega- 
tive-ion generators and at one lime had 
one very close to me while using the 
Amstrad. During one of those thought- 
ful moments when I sat looking at the 
green screen, wondering what to do 
next, I was amazed to see a gap sud- 
denly appear in one of the lines of text. 
My first thought was 'Can this be one 
of those viruses the experts talk about?" 
As I gazed in disbelief extra characters 
started appearing on the screen; my 
hands were nowhere near the keyboard! 
I went back to the disc management 
screen, wondering what to do, only to 
discover that I could in fact do nothing 
as nothing would happen no matter 
what-and-how-many keys I pressed. 
Even [SHIFT) [EXTRA 1+IEXIT] 
wouldn't work. I had to do what Mr 
Weddell did; remove the discs, switch 
off and re-boot. It didn't do me much 
good as it happened all over again. 

If it wasn't a virus. I guessed it had 
to be my ioniser. It was! 

I still need my ioniser; have you 
experts any helpful advice please? 

Harry Carter, Ryde, Isle of Wight 

8000 Plus: Well, the general consensus 
of opinion here in the office seems to be 
that you should a)move the ioniser over 
to the other side of the room from your 
PCW and hluse a different plug. If your 
machine still insists on locking up, you 
can rest assured it's not the ioniser. 
Something else must be amiss. 

You send me 

Sometime ago an article was featured 
about the possibility of using the PCW 
to transmit Fax messages - it appeared 
possible only by subscribing to Telecom 
Gold or the like. It has always seemed 
to me that it should be possible to con- 
vert an ASCII file into a form which is 
understood by Fax machines and I 
understand that there now exists a 
modem and software that performs such 
a conversion. It is produced by Digital 
Matrix. 14 Arden Oak Road. Sheldon, 
Birmingham B26 3LX (021 722 3828). 
Does this item work with the PCW and 
if so is there any possibility that it will 
also convert graphics files? 

Tony Guyton, Athens, Greece 



8000 Plus: You're perfectly right in 
what you say. Digital Matrix do. in fact, 
produce a high-speed modem and soft- 
ware which will transmit ASCII and 
graphics files to a fax machine. The 
bad news is. however, that the package 
will only work under DOS, not CPIM. 
Your best bet would be to think about 
investing in the new Amstrad fax 
machine which will do all that for you 
and which interfaces directly with your 
PCW. Unfortunately, at £689, it's not 
all that cheap. On the other hand, it is 
very good. Read our review of it on 
pages 18 and 19 of the July issue tissue 
46) or phone 0279 454555 for further 
information. 

Performance 
guaranteed? 

I now desire to extend the memory of 
my PCW. The cheap but more complex 
way is to buy a kit of chips take off the 
back and use DIY. But what about my 
extended warranty? A quick call to 
Comet and a word with their service 
department revealed two things; first, 
the warranty would be void. What if he 
did it? That, said their computer engi- 
neer, cannot be done! When I phoned 
Amstrad. they said yes. it can be done, 
and it does nullify the warranty even if 
they do it! 

The expensive way would be to buy 
an SCA add-on; that way. everybody's 
happy except my wallet. Your com- 
ments would be much appreciated. 

John Leonard, Chepstow 

8000 Plus: If your PCW is still under 
guarantee, and you wish to upgrade it, 
a company called Dictaphone Ltd 
(Parkhouse. 10 Park Street. 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32 
4XF) will carry ou all the work for you. 
They will also do it - if need be - within 
the comfort of your own home. They do 
three types of upgrade: drive only (for 
£149), memory only (£89) or both (for 
£199). And you get a 12-month war- 
ranty on the upgrade. There is. how- 
ever, a four- to six-week waiting period. 
Give their hotline a call on 0926 
429124. 

Show off 

Can you or a reader help me? I bought a 
copy of Scrabble (put out by Leisure 
Genius/Virgin) and no matter what I do. 
it insists on showing me its innermost 
thoughts. I don't wish to know them. I 
get the prompt 'See Me Think?'. I type 
in 'N' and it takes no notice at all. I 
have no trouble with "View Racks' - 
typing in 'N' successfully hides them. I 
wrote to Leisure Genius months ago. 
and they never answered. I'd also like 
to be able to make a copy of it for my 
own use - we get occasional power cuts 
here, and I've already had one disc cor- 
rupted; naturally (being one of your 
readers) I had a backup, but although 
I've tried a couple of ways, I can't 
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REPAIRS 
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We repair Amsl'ad PCW. PC Monitors and Printers. All repairs cany a 3 month warranty 

• NEW • SECOND USER DEPT ' NEW ■ 

We now buy and sell Amstrad PCs and PCWs 

Immediate cash available tor systems and non working units. 

We can also sell your system (or you on a commission basts 

All reconditioned units sold with a 3 month warranty 

Optional 1 year extended warranty available 

PHONE US NOW FOR DETAILS 

DEPT,. UNIT 6. STANLEY HOUSE. 

STANLEY AVENUE WEMBLEY. MIDOX HAO 4J6 

[opposite Dorothy Avenue] 



SUREDATA 

TELEPHONE 081 902 5218 



PBO CLIPAHT COLLECTION ON E> 
"r ; introductory tclection of cli; in conalm 30 quality liluitndoni 
7 IfltM f B OHoirte. Thew cllpi <nrj from luperbty detailed 
plina, n-e ikt(d>« ind an ncdfrn drafon. Complete with 
reference iheet the due contains Urp fraphlca available for 
Mtcrodeilfn II. Slop Prtu. Newideiit International and the Desktop 
Publisher. Convened from our PC range of cRpert 
t\lSQ Inc P*P ifreoft dtp mbcfi entering. 



FINELINE :> ftW MICTOOESIGN D ON PCW8SI2S9SI2 ONLY 
' h i Ii a special idecOon of ilxtv Ngh resolution graphics which 
i.e been tranjfered dlreedy from our PC produa of the same 
% These graphics are not scanned Images but Urge neat line 
nnp Including buddlngi, houses, office equipment some 
c-.'t men ivmboli and computer related graphics, pew and prtnter. 
due in drive, keyboard! PC* and many more, because of the 
nature and lie of these graphics the files can only be itored on a 
730K D/D diK. Complete wtth reference sheet. This due Is not 
toable whh PCW K5t £12.50 McPtf 



SAMPLER DISC* A ipccla) selection of 77 of our most popular 
graphic* chosen from our range of PCW dues HO I to HD7. Priced 
it |uit £9.95 Inc specify dtp when ordering. 

STIU. AfAOAMt oun ronn** cotitcnoHt or cup apt 
HOI TO HOT AND THt CUP PACK MUCfO AT/liST tlUt EACH. 

po* mom mrowAATioN or rmst and all txm cunur dijcj 
warn o» enow, ton out mi kw iwoamation sh ten 

IT IS )MPO»T4NT WHIN PHONG AN OAOCH TO JPtCIfT WHICH 0T7* 

software too uouint roo* ones ton use wmt 

T1UPHOM ORDCM WELCOME. 
WTTH THANKS TO AU OUR CWTOMttJ THO B NOW 0UH TtllAD rE*A 




HO DESIGN 

3 ROUNOTHORN WAY. 
GCH.DSWORTH PARK. 
WOKING, SURREY QU21 XiH 



(04867) 81394 vTsa 




p W£58 rc GRflFl 1MI/Z 
THE MISSING LIU ft 

between MASTERSCAN and MICR0DESIGN2 
outputs MDA files for all MD2 page formats 
will scan a whole A4 page and 
output readable text 

•extra speed/quality options 

•compatible with LOGO and all DTP 

£7.4.90 Cheque with order to 

PHILOSOFT 

Unit 8, 9 Short St. Colne, Lanes. BB8 SEP 
tel. 0282 870197 



A SMALL SELECTION 
FROM OUR WAREHOUSE 



HARDWARE & PERIPHERALS (OFFERS WHILE STOCKS LAST) 

Amstrad Aulo Sheet Feeder 951 2 £1 13.85 £71-16 

Amstrad Serial/Parallel • CPS8256 £68.94 £48.26 

Amstrad PCW85 12 £550.85 £495.76 

Amstrad PCW9512 t FREE Aulo Sheet Feeder £573.85 £516.47 

3.50" Second Drive for your PCW L. 



D 

ANC 

ANC 



in a neal slimline case, takes power from the computer 
RRP £89 95 WAVE Special £75.00 + £3.45 P&P 



3" 



Maxell discs, box ol 10 lor only 
OS lor all 3" drives 



15.99 



£1.15 PSP 



CAXTON CONDOR 1 DATABASE - PCW 
RRP £99.99 WAVE Special £40.00 * £2.30 | 
LOCOMAIL V1 FOR LOCOSCRIPT 1 & 2 
Please note this product is the same as Locomail 
V2 but with no examples disc & new edition 
manual. 



CAXTON CARDBOX - PCW 

RRP £99.99 WAVE Special £35.99 + £2.30 



7.99 



RRP £39.95 
Save over 

£30 
. £2.30 PSP 



AMSTRAD SUPERCALC 2. DISC FOR CPC & PCW RRP £69.95 WAVE £24.95 * £2.30 



DO YOU WANT TO SAVE MONEY, THEN SEND FOR OUR TRADE PRICE LIST 
STATE FOR WHICH PRODUCTS AND ENCLOSE 3 22p STAMPS 
BLANK DISCS & SOFTWARE 

3" Thesaurus Deluxe Version 2 (requires Locolile] £19.95 £1 1.97 E 

tocofile, for Locoscnpt 2 Please stale 8 or 9 series £34.95 £24.46 D 

locosc.ipt2 ... E29.M £23.36 

locoscript 2 ♦ locospell 2 £39.90 £28.33 D 

Payilips for Saae Box 1000 £40.48 £20.24 B 

Statements for Sage Box 1000 £40.48 £20.24 B 

Sage Popular Accounts £100.05... £70.04 

Saae Popular Accounts Plus (Accounts ♦ Stock & Invoicing) £149.50.. ..£104.65 C 

Soge Popular Payroll \Z £70.15 £49.11 D 

Sage Popular Stock & Invoicing £70.15 £49.11 D 

CF2 Amsofl/Moxell Ex S/W Houses, easily re-formatted + labels. .Box 10 £29.90 £14.80 E 

3.50- DS/DD Wabash/Verbatim Bull * labels Pkl 10 - £4.25 E 

Amsoft 3' Discs DS/AII 3" drives + free price lisl Box 10 £29.90 £20. 18 E 

Moxell 3" Discs DS/AII 3" drives ♦ free price lisl Box 10 £29.90 £15 99 E 

ENG MAINLAND post 4 Ins: (A|£5.75 (B|£4.60 (C|£3.45 |D|£2.30 |E|£1 1 5 (F|58p (ANC) 3 
Day £10.35, Next Day £13.80, COD«£2.30, Mox, UK post chg. £8.05 per 20kg/£5O0. 

W. A.V.E. (Trado Depl 8000 1 190) 

Walney Audio Visual & Electrical Distribution 

1 Buccleuch Street, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, LA14 1SR 

Tel: 0229-870000 (6 lines) Hours: Mon-Fri 10.00-5.00 



P.R.M. Communications 

5.25 external 2nd disk drive. For easy transfer 

of data between PCWs and PCs. Complete with 

all necessary cables and software. 

ONLY £136.00 inc VAT and Postage 



PCW SOFTWARE SuperCalc 2 (Special Offer) £29.95 

LocoScript 2 Inc Spell £29.95 Cracker 2 Turbo t4995 

LocoMail/LocoFile Bundle -£42.95 "*■"• U ^^ 0ii " } 

LocoScript 2 ___ 

LocoMail 

LocoFile £25.95 Printer Ribbons 

U695 8256/8512 Nylon £.2.75 each 

8256/8512 Carbon ...X3.22 each 

Nylon £2.20 each 

Carbon £2.75 each 



f ?4 95 Touch n Go (Typing Tutor)- _£18.95 

All Sage and MAP business 
...£25.95 software in stock 



LocoFont 1 ... 
LocoFont 2... 



..£12.95 



9512 



9512 



LocoScript Euro Arabic £79.00 

NewWbrd 2 £49.95 Minimum order quantity 3 pieces 



AH Prices Include VAT & Postage (U.K only) 
Please make all cheques payable to: PRM Communications 

I Access 

17 Staple Tye. Harlow. Essex. CM18 7LX 
Credit Card Hotline Number: (0279) 422846 
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make a backup of this. Thanks lo any- 
one who can help me out! 

Elspeth Christie, Alston, Cumbria 

8000 Plus: Well, Elspeth. the news 
isn't good. We've just spoken to Virgin 
Leisure's technical department and they 
have informed us that, basically, you're 
going to have to learn to live with this 
unwelcome show of feeling on the part 
of your program. It's a hug which has 
always been there and they've 
never got round to doing a fix for it 
- ever since 90% of the packages 
were sold during the six month period 
following its launch. Sorry. 
I read Sophie Lankenau's enthusiastic 
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Esoteric, abstruse, 
recondite 

article about LocoSpell in issue 48 and 
1 agree that it's a jolly useful piece of 
software. There is just one thing about 
it that puzzles me: who on earth 
decided which words lo include to 
include in the dictionaries? 

Below are two lists of words; the 
first contains words from the large 
Locospel.dct while the second is a 
selection of some choice words from 
my own Userspel.dct. 
I ) rocambole, abaca, shagbark. ouabain, 
carrageen, caracal, serranid. zygo- 
dactylous. 

2) anglo. defunct, competitive, con- 
ducive, unlucky, stoat, metropolitan, 
archives. 

Now. I'd be the first to allow thai not 
everyone will be dropping the word 
'stoat' into their business correspon- 
dence but I submit that the rest aren't 
really so obscure as to be beyond the 
scope of a general dictionary. I suggest 
that few people will ever have heard of 
the words in the first list, let alone use 
them: 

Roger looked around the green- 
house. The abaca was doing well. Was 
that a rocambole growing in the cor- 
ner? He couldn't be sure. He couldn't 
be sure about anything since Sarah 
had been killed by a poison dart 
dipped in ouabain. The doorbell rang. 
It was the fishmonger delivering the 
serranid he had ordered for the dinner 
parly. 

So who chose all those bizarre words? 
What kind of sad. lonely world do they 
all live in? Given that space for the dic- 
tionaries is limited, it does seem a little 
odd to have included so many botanical 
and zoological words. 

Aside from this slight eccentricity. I 
am compelled to say that LocoSpell 
is extremely useful. Anyroad up. 
that's all I've got time for, I've got to 
check the zygodactylous birds we keep 
in the shed. 

Tim Norris, Bristol 

8000 Plus: Thanks for your letter. 
Are you sure. Tim. that that first list 



isn't the program's suggested replace- 
ments on your own spelling mistakes? 
Point taken, though: point taken. 

On the right track 

I am very confused about which type of 
disc I should use in my 9512. 

Problems with standard Amsoft 
discs suddenly becoming inaccessible, 
particularly when nearly full, caused me 
to seek advice from suppliers. 

I have been advised by every sup- 
plier that I need discs different from the 
'Amsoft' ones supplied by Amstrad 
with the machine. I am told that these 
discs are no longer recommended for 
the 9512 but are only suitable for the 
8256. Is this true? 

In other respects the advice has 
been contradictory. Some suppliers urge 
me to buy "DD' discs for 'bottom drive 
only', others suggesting that 'DD-DS' 
discs should be used. I understand it is 
something to do with 'tracks' on the 
discs but I am really none the wiser. I 
have tried some of the more expensive 
ones and have found that so far they 
have not failed but £4.00 or so per disc 
is rather daunting. I would appreciate 
your help, particularly with the abbrevi- 
ations 'D'. "DD" etc. 

Simon Archer 

8000 Plus: How very strange. Amsoft 
discs are very respectable: they're the 
ones that we use here in the office on 
both models ofPCW and very happy 
service they've rendered too. You can. 
however, buy any kind of discs just so 
long as you format them correctly, 
before you begin using them, for use on 
either an A drive (Single Density) or, in 
your case. B drive (Double Density). 
This you do using DISCKIT on your 
CP/M master disc that is supplied with 
your PCW. There's certainly no need to 
go out of your way to buy more expen- 
sive discs just because some suppliers 
say they are 'special' B drive discs. 

Bridging the gap 

Your correspondent Thomas Beven and 
you are at cross purposes over his letter 
in the September issue. He asks for a 
program to work out match pointed 
pairs at Bridge. You reply giving some 
programs which purport to teach how to 
play Bridge. These are not considered 
very helpful by most bridge players. 

As far as I know, there are no com- 
mercially produced programs to work 
out match pointed pairs for the PCW. 
The English Bridge Union recommends 
a program by Stephen Brown (his con- 
tact number is 0865 88 1 1 85). I have 
used this program for some time. It is 
not very user friendly, but kind enough 
when you get to know it. It is very flexi- 
ble and will cope with all the single sec- 
tion movements a Bridge Club is likely 
to require. My only quarrel with it is 
that when using two parallel sections it 
is only big enough to deal with two 10 



table sections. This applies in spite of 
the fact that I have a doubly expanded 
memory on my PVW 8256 giving 880k 
memory. 

G F Dixon. Southport 

8000 Plus: The program you're refer- 
ring to is called SCB Bridge Scoring 
and is fully operational on both 8000 
and 9512 PCW models. Mr Brown can 
be contacted at 52 Dovehouse Close, 
Eynsham. Oxford OX8 I EX. 



Catch the training 

As a disabled person I would like to 
find someone locally who could help 
me with the basics of computing. I have 
a PCW8256 with LocoScript II and 
LocoSpell and LocoFile + 512k Ram 
pack and reasonably intelligent (5 cred- 
its towards 6 for BAOU) but. of course, 
my age (63) means that most of my life 
was computer language 'free' and now I 
am suffering this drawback. 

E J Vincent, Poole, Dorset 

8000 Plus: Computer Training Centres 
UK Ltd, headed by Susan and David 
Rogers, are based in Bournemouth - a 
mere stone's throw away from you - 
and will deliver mobile Loco training 
(and virtually any other kind of PCW 
sofrn'are training you care lo mention) 
straight to your door. Have a chat to 
either Sue or David on 0202 299676. 
I'm sure they can help. 



High dudgeon 

To boost 8000 's profits even further, 
may 1 - yes I will - suggest that a 
coated paper of equivalent quality but 
MATT should be used for the general 
run of the magazine so that people like 
me who sit on the beach reading can do 
so in comfort without the glare of 
glossy paper. What is this ridiculous 
convention of using gloss at every 
opportunity? And what is this other 
ridiculous convention of trying to get 
impact by printing text, colour on 
colour, when it does exactly the oppo- 
site by infuriating the reader -espe- 
cially if he/she happens to be reading in 
adverse lighting conditions? Please take 
your lime to consider these points - 
implementation before Christmas will 
be satisfactory. 
D A Head, Camborne, Cornwall 

8000 Plus: Ahhh. it must be tough. For 
the one and a half days each year in 
which you can comfortably sit on the 
beach in Cornwall sipping iced tea and 
absorbing, by a slow process of osmo- 
sis, our various pearls of wisdom, you 
must surely be content, for the remain- 
ing 363112 days of the year to read a 
magazine which is printed on afar 
superior kind of paper to the loo roll 
variety you are describing. You 
shouldn't be reading in adverse lighting 
conditions: didn't anybody ever tell 
you? It can damage your eyes. 
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A FAST, WELL PROVEN 

PROFESSIONAL SYSTEM 

DESIGNED SPECIALLY 

FOR BUILDING WORK 

RUNS ON ANY PC 

OR PCW COMPUTER 

SUPER EASY TQ USE 

GET A DETAILED TIME & 
MATERIALS BREAKDOWN FOR 
;RY JOB - AUTOMATICALLY 

for your FREE 
(yQl'I^&Q't INFORMATION 




CALL NOW 



0387-88612 



PACK 



TIM ED ATA 

(New version 3.0 will be available from mid-November) 

The cost effective way for solicitors and other professionals to 

record the cost of their time. 

£45 

PROPERTY DATA 

Estate Asents will find this program an efficient way of managing 

the records of properties for sale, with the potential to reduce 

mailing and administrative costs, 

£15 

for fact sheet please send large SAE (indicating which program) 

Appropriate Technology 
42 Enfield Street, Beeston, Notts NG9 1DL 




Successful projects, reports, courses, 

meetings and presentations can be 

yours with Brainstorm 

• It's an ideas organiser 

• It enhances and encourages your thinking and creativity 

• It lets you build and rearrange maps of your thoughts 

• It's so fast, it never impedes your creative flow 

• It's quick to learn and is genuinely easy to use 

• It's a tried and tested product with thousands of users 

• It comes with a full tutorial and reference manual 

• It's sold and supported by the experts - its authors 

Please send me: 

□ Amstrad PCW disk- only 
Brainstorm- I enclose C29.99 
The manual is on disk in both 
LocoScript and ASCII text tormats. 



£29.99 

all inclusive 



| Further information 

My name is 



B 



My address is - 



Tel 



L 



Please make your cheque out to Brainstorm Software. 
Our address is: FREEPOST, Ruislip, Middx., HA4 8BR. 

Our lull address Is 18 Courtlands Close. Ruislip. Mlddn.. HA4 8AX. Tel: 0895 677845). 
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If you've got the yearn to learn, identify the object 
below and two educational packages could be yours 



We were so impressed with the new 
range of educational software from 
David Greenhough Computing 
(reviewed last month and again on 
pages 58 and 59 of this issue) that 
we*ve decided, with their co-operalion. 
to give not three, but live, packs of 
DGC goodies to the winners of this 
month's competition. 

Each pack will consist of a copy of 
Junior Playtime, a compilation often 
educational games for four to eight- 
year-olds, and School's Out. another 
anthology of puzzles and mindbenders 
for eight to 14-year-olds. Both packages 
are well designed, with innovative 
graphics, and. that sure sign of good 
quality educational software, a highly 
addictive nature. DGC really have hit 
upon the correct formula with these two 
packages and have mastered the art of 
transforming the learning process into 
an enjoyable pastime. 

Bui that's not to say that if your 
school days are in the dim and distant 
past you won't enjoy DGC's software as 
well. Some members of the 8000 Plus 
team, who shall remain nameless (in 
return for a moderate sum of money), 
have recently been spied actively enjoy- 
ing themselves - for whole afternoons 
at a time, no less - in the name of 
'detailed research' for these reviews. 

So if you fancy a spot of Othello, a 




DGC's excellent educational software lor the 

eight to 14- year olds; a copy could be yours 

if you can identify the object above 

quick burst of Hangman or a more 
sedate stroll through a word search, get 
your specs on and tell us exactly what 
this PCW-related object is, pho- 
tographed, as you can see. from very 
close quarters. All answers on the back 
of a postcard, please, to Close-up 
Competition. 8000 Plus. 30 Monmouth 
Street. Bath BAI 2BW. All your entries 
should be in by Wednesday. 24th 
October. The usual rules apply: No 
sealed envelopes (think of our poor fin- 
gers), no multiple entries (we always 
know who you are) and. last but not 
least, the decision of the judges is final! 
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NEXT MONTH! 



Micro Design 2 

In the second of our Micro Design 
tutorial series, we will be continuing 
with our focus on the requirements 
of the small business owner, and 
showing him or her how to go about 
adding that professional look to the 
paperwork leaving the office every 
day. Next month, we will be concen- 
trating on how to produce matching 
letterheads and business cards. 



Sprinter 

Would you like to be able to double 
the operating speed of all your PCW 
software? Well, the good news is that 
Cirtech. developers of the add-on 
hard disc reviewed earlier on in this 
issue, have jusl brought out a PCW 
accelerator pack in the form of 
another add-on which simply slots 
on to the expansion port at the back 
of the machine. The Sprinter, say its 
manufacturers, can double the opera- 
tional speed of the PCW. thanks to a 
microprocessor chip which functions 
at two and a half times the speed of 
the PCW's native one. So if the time 
has come for you to really put your 
foot down and move up a gear or 
two. don't miss next month's review 
of Cirtech "s new Sprinter. 

LocoScript 2 Surgery 

Next month. Li/ Bruce will be 
handling all your special printer 
enquiries - and there's a fair few of 
litem, if your letters are anything to 
go by. So. if you'd like to find out 
more about how you can go about 
priming successfully on letter-headed 
stationery (without inadvertently 
obliterating anything important, say), 
and numerous other ways to make 
your printer more obedient, don't 
miss next month's special surgery. 

Protext File 

Continuing our step-by-step guide to 
how to get the best out of the 'alter- 
native' PCW word processor, we take 
a look at how to master layout in 
Protext. So. if you want to get lo 
grips with tabs, ruler lines and stored 
layouts, home straight in on next 
month's teach-in. 
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The December 
issue of 

8000 PLUS 

will be on sale 
from 22nd November 
Book your copy now 



November ! 



r 



r 



usSk 



pnWHSSJ 




Don't risk losing 
your valuable data 

• Genuine Amsoft 

• Guaranteed Quality and 
Reliability 

• Buy from the UK's 
LARGEST SUPPLIER 



BOX OF 

FIVEe 




BOX OF 

TEN 



SHEET FEEDER 



AMSTRAD AUTOMATIC 

SHEET FEEDER FOR PCW 

9512 -SAVES TIME AND 

MONEY SPECIAL 7Q oc 
price #51.95 



PCW INTERFACE 



GENUINE AMSTRAD RS232/ 
CENTRONICS INTERFACE 

CONNECTS PCW8 SERIES TO 
ANY PRINTER (CABLE EXTRA) 

OR 
THE PCW9 SERIES TO 
COMMUNICATIONS E4 A _ 
PERIPHERALS £? 1 .95 



MISCELLANEOUS 



MOUSE MAT c4.95 

COPYHOLDERS:- .„ 
EASEL TYPE £lZ,98 

WEIGHTED BASE.c17.99 



AMSCASE 



3" DISK STORAGE 
CASE - HOLDS 
10 DISKS 



4.95 



AMSTRAD PCW 9 SERIES 

PRINTWHEELS 




CHOOSE FROM THESE 9 

DIFFERENT PRINTWHEELS 

LETTERGOTHIC 10/12 

MINI GOTHIC 15 

ORATOR 10 

PRESTIGE ELITE 12 

PRESTIGE PICA 10 

RECTA 10 

SCRIPT 12 

THESIS PS 

COURIER 10 



5.50 



FOflEIGN PRINTWHEELS 

AVAILABLE CALL FOfl PRICES 

AND DELIVER 



CLEANING KIT 



CLEARHEAD for 3- drives 

• Safer data 
storage 

• Easy to use 

• Prolongs disk 
and drive life 



4.95 



11" x 91/2" 60gsm _ q »- 

1000 SHEETS £#.»D 

2000 SHEETS £ I 4.95 
(PLEASE ADO C4.00 TOWARDS DELIVERY ON 
ORDERS FOR PAPER UNLESS YOU ORDER 
WITH OTHER ITEMS. THEN DELIVERY ISFREE 



DUST COVERS 



HIGHEST QUALITY 3 PIECE 
PCW DUST COVERS 

PCW 8 SERIES £8^5 

PCW 9 SERIES £8.95 

PCW 9 SERIES £9.50 

SHEET FEEDER VERSION 



PCW PRINTER 
RIBBONS 




GENUINE AMSTRAD 






SPECIAL OFFER ORDER 10 C* 

THE SAME GENUINE AMSTBAO 
RIBBONSANDGETIFREE 




PCW 8 
SERIES 
8LACK 


FABRIC 


CARBON 
MUIHSIBIKE 




£4.80 


£4.98 




PCW 
9 


BLACK 


£2.99 




BROWN 


£3.99 




SERIES 


BLUE 


£3.99 





QUALITY COMPATIBLES 



PCW 8 
SERIES 
BLACK 


FABRIC 


CARBON 
MULT 1ST RiKf 


£3.29 


£3.98 


PCW 9 

SERIES 


£230 


£2.68 



AMS 30L STORAGE BOX 



• High impact resistant, anti- 
static plastic construction with 
inset smoked lid panels. 

• Hinged ltd with key operated 
security lock. 

• Slapped base lor easy disk 
selection with a capacity 
lor fifteen 3" disks either 
cased or uncased. 

• Can accommodate up to thirty 3 
uncased disks. 

• Redesigned throughout and 
now attractively finished in grey. 

ONLY 



9.95 




TOP 25 SELECTED PCW TITLES 



WORD PROCESSING 

PROTEXT £3955 

L0C0SCRIPT2 £2155 

LOCOSPELL £1755 

LOCOMAIL £2654 

LOCOFONT £1755 

LOCOSCRIPT/LOCOSPELL £3055 

SPREADSHEETS 

SUPERCALC £3350 

CRACKER II TURBO £4055 

DATABASES 

DBASE II £4455 

MASTERFILE 8000 £3255 

LOCOFILE £2650 

ACCOUNTS 

SAGE POPULAR ACCOUNTS £8155 

MONEY MANAGER £3355 



INTEGRATED 

MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL £2650 

D.T.P. 

MICRO DESIGN 2 £45.95 

EDUCATION 

CRASH COURSE TYPING £17.95 

ULTIMATE SUMS £10.95 

ULTIMATE QUIZ £10.95 

LEISURE 

TIME AND MAGIK £1055 

TOMAHAWK £13.95 

COLOSSUS CHESS 4 :£1255 

CLASSIC GAMES 4 £1350 

SCAPEGHOST £1350 

HOME ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE.£14.95 
WORLD OF SOCCER.^ .^..£1255 



%. 24 HOUR ORDER HOTLINE 0509 610444 T< 
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FREE 

DELIVERY 

•(EXCEPT PAPEFI] ALL GOODS 

USUALLY DESPATCHED SAME DAV 

PLEASE ALLOW 2-5 DAYS 



NO QUIBBLE 

GUARANTEE 

IF ANY ITEM PROVES FAULTY WITHIN 12 

MONTHS OF PURCHASE WE WILL 

REPLACE OR REFUND IN FULL 



CUSTOMER 
SUPPORT 

FRIENDLY ADVICE AND AFTER 

SALES SUPPORT ■ ANY PROBLEMS 

QUICKLY RESOLVED TO YOUR 

COMPLETE SATISFACTION 



8p* 



Enmpumart 

(OMPUMART IIMIIED. EREEPOM (80- 1. 

IUBILEE DRIVE. LOUGHBOROUGH 1EICS 1(11 OBP 

1(1 OS09 610444 la. 0509 6I023S 



NEWSTAR 

SOFTWARE 

News From The Software Specialist 



NewStar Distribution Limited, The Widford Old Rectory, London Road, 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8TE. Tel: (0245) 26501 7 Fax:(0245)263969 



NewStar Software Catalogue 

Edition 10 Now Available 

Write or Phone for our free 64 page catalogue of IBM and PCW software 



NewStar Catalogue 

Edition: 10 
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• Special section devoted to PCW Users 

• Packed with useful tips and information 

• More products 

• Business and educational software 

• FREE - Just ask! 



The PCW section covers, Accounts, 

Wordprocessing, Database and 

Craphics. 

And includes - the full Locomotive 



range , Micro-design 2, Mastcrfilc 
8000, Money Manager, Sage, MAP, 
dBASE II, Cracker 2, NcwWord 2, the 
list goes on and on. . . 









Don't forget that our affiliate publishing 
company, PaperBack Software UK, operates 
,. a comprehensive hotline and support service 
*^» ho** on all it's published products. 

Extensive support, close integration of the facilities of UK published 
applications and the easy transfer of skill and data to other types of 
computer software like Cracker and NewWord,. makes PaperBack 
Software the logical solution for all UK users. 



NewStar Software Original andbest 



Over 3 years of supplying software for 
the PCW user makes NewS/arprobably 
the most experienced company in the 
marketplace. 

We were there from the launch of the 
PCW with any CPM software trans- 
ferred to 3" disk on request; and our 



classic CPM applications, Touch 'n'Go. 
NewWord and Cracker are still the best 
in their respective fields. 

Several feature data and skill porta- 
bility to MSDOS (IBM PC) systems, so 
skills learned on the PCW can be car- 
ried forward with no wasted effort. 



Ouraffilia tc publishing company, PapcrbackSoftwa re, 
publishes a range of soft ware suitable for the PCW user, 
and don't forget, NcwWord and Cracker users can 
upgrade to MSDOS and CDOS systems, taking all data 
and experience with them. 




Cracker 2 turbo 

still the only high res graphic 
spreadsheet for PCW users 



The range of features and 
functions in Cracker remains 
unsurpassed for the serious 
spreadsheet user. 

• Cracker2 £42.61 



Touch'n'Go 

Typing Tutorial 

Can't type? Touch'n'Go will 
change all this - with a little 
effort, you can achieve 
mastery of the QWERTY 
keyboard in just 24 hours! At 
the end of the course you 
should reach speeds of 40 
words per minute, with an 
alphabetic accuracy of 95%. 

• Touch'n'Go £21.70 



Afterlife S^ 

Thinking of upgrading to a 
PC? Now there's no reason to 
retire your faithful PCW, 
because Afterlife converts 
your Amstrad PCW into an 
intelligent 9 pin Dot matrix 
printer. Simply connect up 
your PC to the PCW via the 
special cable provided and you 
will be able to print directly to 
your 'new' printer 

• AflerLife £43.43 



From PCW to PC 

. ..and back again 

The latest edition of Software 
Technology's versatile CSTAM: 
the sim pie to use serial file transfer 
utility: available with 3" PCW 
disk, 3.5" and 5.25" PC disks. 

Move files between any 
combination of these systems 
using the serial connector lead 
supplied. 

• CSTAM £43.43 

• PCW Serial interface £59.95 

• CSTAM and interface together £99 



NewWord 2 

The classic alternative WP for the PCW 

Lost in LocoScript? You may be 
surprised to learn that the most 
refined WordStar workalikc of 
them all has been available to 
run on the PCW since long be- 
fore LocoScript was dreamed of! 
NewWonU operates under the 
CI'M operating system, and uses 
the universally recognised 
codes that allow transportability 
of the skill to virtually any micro 
computer - including systems 
operating under CDOS and 
Unix! What's more, the files arc 
directly transferrable! 

• NewWord2 PCW £60 

• NewWord2 with Polyprint 
typeface sets, if purchased 
together £99.95 

• Upgrade NewWord2 PCW 
to IBM PC edition £39.95 

• Upgrade NewWord2 PCW to 
IBM PC edition with STAM file 
transfer utility suite £60 

(Return of original master disk required 
with all upgrade purchases) 

Prices here are EXCLUDING VAT 

All registered trademarks acknowledged. 



